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Cover Story
The red pillar box has been a feature of British streets since the 1850s.
The example seen on the front cover is a Penfold pillar box, named after
the architect who designed it, JW Penfold.

Most traditional British pillar boxes produced after 1905 are made of
cast iron and are cylindrical. Other shapes have been used: the
hexagonal Penfolds, rectangular boxes that have not proved to be
popular, and an oval shape that is used mainly for the large ‘double
aperture’ boxes most often seen in large cities In recent years boxes
manufactured in glass-fibre or acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS)
plastic have been produced that do not follow these general outlines.
These are for use in secure indoor locations such as supermarkets.

Cast iron pillar box construction comprises three distinct main parts:
• The cap sits on top of the body of the box and is usually bolted

down from inside. Some designs after 1965 do not have a
separate cap.

• The door contains the aperture or posting slot. It is hinged,
should display the royal cypher of the reigning monarch and may
also be fitted with a collection plate showing the times of
collection from that location. It is fitted with a brass security lock
on the inside. For many years the contractor for these locks has
been the Chubb Lock Company. They are 5 lever locks and each
one can be configured to one of more than 6,500 combinations.
There is no skeleton key for these locks. Each post box has its
own set of keys and postal workers have to carry large bunches
with them when clearing the boxes.

• The carcass or body of the box supports the door and cap, and
may protrude substantially down below ground level. This
provides security and stability to the pillar box. There is a
wirework cage inside to prevent mail falling out when the door is
opened, a hinged letter chute to allow mail to fall into the
collecting bag or sack and a serrated hand-guard to prevent
unauthorised tampering with the mail through the aperture.

Before the introduction of pillar boxes in the UK, it was customary to
take outgoing mail to the nearest letter receiving house or post office.
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Such houses were usually coaching inns or turnpike houses where the
Royal Mail coach would stop to pick up and set down mails and
passengers. People took their letters, in person, to the receiver, or
postmaster, purchased a stamp (after 1840) and handed over the letter.
On many of the islands that surround the British mainland people took
their mail directly to the mail steamer when it called at the island.
However owing to the tides the schedule of the steamer was irregular
and so some means was required of allowing letters to be deposited at
any time in a secure location from which the crew of the steamer could
collect them when it called at the island. This became particular
problem after the introduction of the penny post in 1840 led to an
explosion in the quantity of mail carried.
Anthony Trollope, now more famed as a novelist, was, in the 1850s
working as a Surveyor’s Clerk for the Post Office. Part of his duties
involved him travelling to Europe where he saw road-side letter boxes
in use in France and Belgium. He proposed the introduction of such
boxes to Britain and in 1853 a trial was agreed for the idea on the
Channel Islands. Three cast-iron pillar boxes were cast and installed on
Jersey. Later that year a further six were introduced on Guernsey.
The first trial was considered a success and boxes began appearing on
the British mainland from 1853. During this initial period, design,
manufacture and erection of boxes was the responsibility of local
surveyors. This meant that no standard pattern of box was issued and
resulted in many, very differing, styles.
In basic form all boxes were vertical ‘pillars’ with a
small slit to receive letters. There the similarities
ended. By 1857 horizontal, rather than vertical,
apertures were taken as a standard. As developments
progressed more and more lessons were learnt about
the most effective type of boxes.
One of the more interesting designs was the London
Ornate Box (right) which was introduced in 1857. It
was designed in collaboration with the Government’s
Department of Science and Arts in an attempt to
make pillar boxes more attractive. While it looked
wonderful there was a minor design flaw. There was
no aperture to actually post the letters. This had to be
hastily inserted into the roof and a further
modification then had to be made to add a flap over
the aperture to keep the rain out.
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In 1859 the post office attempted to introduce a
standard design of pillar box. (top right) Two sizes were
available depending on the expected level of usage. It
wasn’t long before the postal districts were going their
own way once again, producing their own designs to
meet local requirements.
One thing they did manage to standardise was the
colour. From 1859 all pillar boxes were painted green.
This colour was chosen so that pillar boxes would not be
too obtrusive in the landscape. So effective was this
that people complained that they had difficulty in
finding them.
A second attempt to standardise the design occurred in
1866 with the introduction of the Penfold pillar box.
(middle right) Hexagonal in shape, it was adorned with
acanthus leaves and balls and it was manufactured in
three different sizes. While popular with the public it
was expensive to produce and with various
modifications over the years in the light of experience,
there were in the end fifteen variants. A new simpler
and cheaper design was introduced in 1879.
By this time a new colour had been introduced. Bright
red with a black base was chosen for exactly the
opposite reason that green had first been selected. Red
pillar boxes began to appear in 1874, but it took ten
years to repaint all the existing boxes. Since then there
have been only a few exceptions to this colour scheme.
In the 1930s blue pillar boxes were introduced
exclusively for Air Mail. Once war broke out in 1939
these became ordinary boxes and were repainted red.
More recently in 2012 one pillar box in the home town
of each British winner of a gold medal at the London
Olympics was painted gold in celebration. There is an
example in Uxbridge.
The new 1879 design (bottom right) was nicknamed
the ‘Anonymous Pillar box’ because unlike its
predecessors, when first introduced it carried neither
the words ‘Post Office’ nor the royal cypher. Both
reappeared on the anonymous box from 1887. In
essence this new design is the cylindrical pillar box we
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are most familiar with today. Over the
years the design has been refined. For
example in early versions the mail slot
was above the door, but from about
1905 the door was extended upwards to
incorporate mail slot. This design has
always been available in two sizes
known as type A (small) and type B
(large). There is also the type C box
which is oval in plan and is a double
aperture. This allowed for greater
capacity and in many cases a certain
level of pre-sorting of the mail. In
London for example it was common for
one of the two slots to be dedicated to
mail for London addresses with mail for
the rest of the country to be deposited in
the other slot.
Another design of oval plan box was
introduced in 1932. This had only a
single mail slot at one end. The other
end of the box was occupied by a stamp
vending machine. This type of box was
again available in two sizes designated
types D & E.
In 1968 the post office introduced the
type F box. This was rectangular in
shape and was fabricated from sheet
steel rather than being made of cast
iron. They were prone to rust and none
now survive in use. A few years later in
1974 the type G box was introduced.
This was similar in appearance to the
type F, but was once again
manufactured of cast iron. They proved
unpopular with the public who much
preferred the cylindrical designs.
In 1980 there was a return to a
cylindrical design with the type K pillar
box. This modern design was in

Above: Type C
Below: Type G
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production until 2000. It had a number of
features that made it easier to install or
move if required. One was that all external
features were recessed so that, in plan view,
the pillar box was perfectly circular and
could thus be rolled along level ground to the
location it was to be installed.
Today any new pillar boxes that are
installed outside are of type A or type C.
They are cast in the foundry of Machan
Engineering in Falkirk. Of course many
different foundries have produced pillar
boxes over the years, and their great
longevity means that many examples can
still be seen up and down the country.
Undoubtedly the Penfold design attracts the
most interest, where these boxes survive
simply because they are noticeably different
from the norm. Examples can be found
across England and Ireland, and there are
also examples in some far flung parts of the
former British Empire, such as India, New
Zealand and Australia.
Perhaps surprisingly, given the
photographic evidence on the front cover, no
original Penfold boxes survive in Scotland.
In 1989 replica Penfold boxes began to be
installed by the Royal Mail in designated
conservation areas, places of historic
interest and tourist attractions. The box
on the front cover is one of these replicas. Now you might think that as
they are fully operational post boxes, they shouldn’t be regarded as
replicas, but rather as a second generation of Penfold boxes. That might
be true if they carried the royal cypher of the present queen (EIIR), but
they don’t. They carry the royal cypher of Queen Victoria as the
originals did.
Finally those of a certain age might recall the cartoon character Danger
Mouse who was a secret agent that lived inside a pillar box. His
sidekick was called Penfold…

Above: Type K
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Chairman's Chat
As most of you know, by the time you read this I will have stepped down
as Chairman at this year’s AGM. Our Editor thought that I should do a
final ’Chairman’s Chat’ to cover the whole period I have been involved on
the committee and not just submit a copy of the Chairman’s AGM report
which is reproduced elsewhere.
Having told him I wasn’t sure how long I had served as Chairman he
used his electronic wizardry to find out, the result of which was a
surprise. (There was also a short period when I was the committee
member.)
I first became Chairman in 1986 resigning after 9½ years. I then did
another stint for three years between 1998 and 2001, mainly because I
had promoted the reasons why IDSME should become a Limited
Company and was told I should get on and do it! Once the transition was
complete I stepped down again. Finally I had another go for the last nine
years when, now being well passed my use by date, I decided it was time
to go.
I have learnt a lot in that time, particularly how lucky we are to have
such a dedicated group of members. What you have achieved has been
truly remarkable.
IDSME has changed a great deal over the years. The site looks very
different from the day when I first wandered down the path but somehow
we have retained that rustic appeal that our visitors enjoy so much. We
have lost a number of model engineers over that time and now have far
fewer experienced and skilled engineers to call on. If you read other
society magazines you will know this reflects the situation of many other
societies, which is a result of there being much less engineering work
done in this country combined with the rise of electronic gizmos.
However, despite these changes we have a thriving club and a number of
very active younger members who are crucial to our future. I suspect the
model railway group will become more and more important to the future
of our society.
So finally what is the key to IDSME? Whilst we try to do things well we
also try not to get too serious and are able to laugh at ourselves when we
transgress. The message board and particularly Sir Cyril and his minions
make sure of that!
Thank you all for your support.

Mel Fuller
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Before And After

Above: A young PC Fuller
has 'wandered down the
path' to IDSME and is busy
interviewing a suspicious
looking character, actually
then chairman Derek Smith,
sometime in the early 1980s.

Left: In more recent times
Mel is seen in the Booking
Office just after presiding
over the opening ceremony
for the new station.
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Chairman’s Report
ToThe Annual General Meeting 2015

For the benefit of those who were unable to attend the AGM, the report
given by outgoing Chairman Mel Fuller is reproduced below.

Welcome to the 16th Company Annual General Meeting, the 68th of the
Society.

Deceased members
We lost a long standing member last year, only two days after he had
attended our AGM. Martin Humphrey was a regular contributor to
Ashpan and was a great supporter of the Winter Programme. He gave at
least one lecture a year, often more; he always had a back-up talk to
hand if a planned talk was cancelled, and almost always contributed to
our General Interest nights. One of his most appreciated talks was on
how our taste buds could be fooled as to what was sweet or bitter. To
demonstrate this we all had to sample various drinks including alcoholic
ones, and decide which they were. By the end of the evening the audience
was very happy! Martin, assisted by Matthew, was also responsible for
the new false ceiling in the club room, including more modern lighting,
and the revamped toilet.
He is sorely missed. Twelve members attended his funeral.

Exhibitions
Once again we attended the Model Engineer Exhibition at Sandown Park
and the London Model Engineering Exhibition at Alexandra Palace and
managed to exhibit a variety of items. The diorama by Derek Elliott was
praised in an editorial in the following Southern Federation News. Thank
you everyone who exhibited, stewarded, transported things and helped
set up and take down our stand. There will be no Model Engineer
Exhibition this year. The organisers are planning a change in style,
content and timing of future shows but nothing has been announced yet.
The London Model Engineering Exhibition at Alexandra Palace will take
place in January 2016. The Alexandra Palace exhibition this year, saw
the first use of our new name badges with IDSME lanyards. Bob
Proudfoot and Phil Wimbush got these as a result of an instruction by
Alison Pennack and very smart they are. Colin Reid got very adept at
reversing his badge whenever he was answering an awkward question in



Autumn 2015 9

case anyone called his bluff.
I do not wish to carry on being involved in the organising of the
exhibitions so we are looking for someone to take on the paperwork side,
seeking exhibits and doing the stewarding roster.

Winter Programme
Mark Piper completed another good winter programme and then retired
having done the job for two years. Tom Haynes and Graeme Vickery took
up the challenge and will organise the programme for the next two years.
Tom distributed a survey to ensure that members’ wishes were reflected
in the programme, the results of which you will have seen in the last
issue of Ashpan.

Railway & Site
‘Lady Patricia’, the large 0-4-2 locomotive left to IDSME by our late
member Derek Wright successfully passed its hydraulic and steam tests,
but the valve gear was not in a runnable state. This has been rectified
and was tested during the August Run. There are a couple of minor bits
to left to do. This locomotive will be a much needed help on Running
days, as over recent years we have lost several regulars, leaving us quite
short of motive power at times. Thanks go to Bob Proudfoot who made
several trips to Maidstone to get this done.
Geoff Parry continued his efforts to keep the railway in good condition,
dealing with any problems that cropped up through the season, assisted
by Steve Pennack and others from time to time, so many thanks to them
for this crucial work.
The site itself is looking very smart, most of the gardening being done by
our Hon. Sec. and his wife. As ever the local wild life has shown it’s
appreciation by raising families all over the site. In mid-summer robins
took up residence in the postbox.
The clubhouse door was noticed to be in a poor condition so several
members got together and replaced it. It is now gleaming example of
their teamwork.
At the rear of the workshop, the concrete base was laid and construction
of the extension building continues. The base was laid and the team went
home. Shortly afterwards the local ginger tom padded across leaving
some very deep paw marks which resulted in a ‘Wanted Dead or Alive’
poster going up.
The wooded dell received a massive clean-up, once more returning the
area from a scrap yard into a pleasant green space. This involved a great
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deal of chucking out of many things ‘that might be useful’ and had hung
about for years. The skip was full to the brim thanks to a lot of heavy
work by several of you. Even though the skip was behind the hut on the
scout’s land someone still managed to dump the traditional old mattress
on us!

Workshop
Work has continued on ‘Terry’ with several bits being altered by Geoff
Parry. A new blast pipe was made and the locomotive steamed well in
torrential rain on the 25th August. Vic Barton has been kept busy with
repairs as whenever John Browning uses the Myford lathe, it goes bang.
Thanks to Rob Mitchell’s son, we now have a twenty ton hydraulic wheel
press, which Steve Pennack has found very useful for pressing on trolley
bogie wheels.

S & T Engineers
Geoff Higgs and Patrick Rollin continue looking after the signals and
point controls. They are regularly tested by gremlins during Running
Days but manage to overcome the problems and are making
improvements all the time.

Rubbish
This is my annual appeal about the rubbish we generate. It does not clear
itself so your help with creating as little as possible, and helping to
remove it would be very much appreciated.

Model Railway Group
The Model Railway Group continues to flourish. They have organised an
exhibition in the village hall on 24th October, which is being well
supported by members, and this has taken a great deal of work to get it
all organised. They have been working hard on many weekends and on
Monday evenings to ensure its success. This is a great way to promote
IDSME locally as we still get long standing residents of Ickenham turn
up who knew nothing about us.
As mentioned elsewhere the Model Railway Group have also carried out
a survey and are organising the winter programme for the next two
years. We are fortunate to have such an active group.
Unfortunately during the late August monsoon the rain penetrated the
model railway room roof, which had already been identified as being in
need of repair. Once things have dried out, this will be done. Thanks to
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John Wilcox, Harry Wilcox and Bob Proudfoot for taking this on.

Public Running Days
In 2014 we carried 7,154 passengers, slightly up on 2013. It looks likely
that similar numbers will be carried this year. There have been some
interesting moments such as when a locomotive taking the inner loop
was overtaken by its train travelling on the outer loop. This was only
briefly of course, as after a loud bang and a sudden stop and silence, the
passengers were found sitting on the trolley in the ballast between the
tracks. This was trumped by Geoff Higgs during the August Run when he
took a dive into the Parry Canal. I am told it was spectacular as he
performed a perfect pike on his way into the water.
Wimbush Enterprises birthday parties continue to be a great success and
make an important contribution to our finances. They are also an
important way of advertising our presence.
We also attended the Ickenham Festival Community evening last
December with our portable track.
On 7th June we lent two of our passenger trolleys to Mike Werrell, who
was the organiser of an event at Didcot (Great Western Society) involving
miniature railway passenger hauling for the first time. Some other
IDSME members attended and helped out as well. This resulted in a
useful donation to IDSME funds. The fares taken were split 50/50 with
Oxford SME who also supported the event.

Sales & President’s Charity
Val & Peter Fitch continue to run a table top sale during our Running
Days. This along with other contributions means president Geoff Higgs
will be able to hand over a cheque during the next running day.

Health & Safety
The Health & Safety Committee consists of Peter Pardington, Charles
Smith & myself. Our safety record remains very good but is only
maintained if everyone remains vigilant. The next review is due in the
spring of next year.

Station Buffet
Bob Proudfoot kept the station buffet stocked up and Jane Piper, Alison
Pennack and June Fryer sold it all as fast as possible. A big thank you
goes to the catering team. In August a new Refreshments sign appeared
on the new clubhouse door courtesy of Phil Wimbush. This replaced the
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‘temporary’ sign put up by Ernie Fautley in about 1985. A new barbeque
was purchased earlier this year to replace the old one which had
collapsed. It has already seen a lot of use and comes with all sorts of aids
to combustion. It can even be fitted with a rotisserie if required.

Ashpan & Web-Site
Ashpan continues to provide a variety of interesting articles and is the
best means of keeping all our members informed about IDSME. Our
editor Patrick Rollin is always glad to receive copy for it. He also looks
after our excellent web-site and moderates our message-board. It is
through our web site that party bookings are made and thank you letters
and membership enquiries are received.

Message board themes
Once again there have been many interesting or amusing threads on our
electronic message board. Here are a few highlights:
Colin suggested Ashpan should go digital only but all those who
responded felt differently.
The regular A Team updates show us how much is done on a Tuesday,
thanks to our two
drones, which manage
to capture the flavour of
things rather well. In
the tradition of
IDSME the identity of
the drones are a
closely guarded
secret in the manner
of the pseudonyms
used by some
Ashpan
contributors.
John Wilcox
penned a fine
report for the
July Run when
he had the
misfortune to be
fat controller
during a power
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cut that struck Ickenham. Contrary to some rumours this was not a set
up to see how he would cope with an emergency. In his report he found
that the rather sensitive message board software (American) would not
allow him to use the term stop-cock.
The same problem arose when we reported the 'criminal' damage caused
to the freshly laid workshop extension base by our local ginger pussy.
An unusual thread developed as a result of the Fitch summer holiday, or
vacation, in Spain, which included photographs. The expression on Val
Fitch’s face as Peter was photographing Mike Dunning’s doppelgänger
said it all, together with a photo of a chicken meal which appeared to
have been run over by a road roller. All this resulted in him learning a
good lesson. Do not book a package holiday ever and consult our travel
correspondent, Peter Reynolds, before taking a vacation. Peter Reynolds
also explained the difference between a holiday and a vacation; it’s not a
holiday if your wife is with you!
Finally in August it was reported that a giant minion had caused
mayhem in Dublin. This thirty foot high monster was ripped from its
moorings by strong winds and landed on the motorway causing a number
of accidents. The minion was later restrained by police, deflated and
taken away in a wheel barrow, something that Colin Reid and others
would like to do to Sir Cyril.
Whilst the message board is a great means of passing club information it
also reflects our ability to laugh at ourselves and stops us taking
ourselves too seriously, although it can get quite heated at times.

Thanks to Committee & Members
As many of you will know I have tried over the years to copy the lead of
recent IDSME Treasurers and submit a written Chairman’s report with
the AGM paperwork, rather than having to give a verbal one on the
night, but I have been thwarted by the wishes of members, so the only
way I could escape having to do it was to stand down.
Seriously though, I have served on the committee for a long time. It is
time for me to hand over to someone new. It has been an honour to serve
IDSME and has been an enjoyable experience from which I have learnt a
lot. I have been lucky to have the enthusiastic support of those who have
served on the committee during that time. They do a lot behind the
scenes to keep IDSME operating.
Of course without the support of all members nothing would be possible
so I thank you all for making the club the success that it is today.
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Ashpan Notebook
Ashpan 107 & 108
Thankyou to those who have submitted contributions for inclusion in this issue
of Ashpan. The winter edition of Ashpan, number 108, is due to be published in
time for the Christmas Slide Show and so any contributions should be with the
editor by the beginning of December. The editor's contact details can be found
on the inside front cover.
Exhibitions and Exhibits
We are heading into the exhibition season. First up is the Model Railway Show
in the Ickenham Village Hall, which is being organised by our Model Railway
Group. This will be held on Saturday 24th October. If you have volunteered to
help, the MRG will be in touch shortly to let you know what they’d like you to do
on the day.
Normally in December IDSME would attend the Model Engineer Exhibition at
Sandown Park. However this year there will be no exhibition as the organisers
have chosen to take a break while they update and improve the show. They are
planning an all new Model Engineer Exhibition for 2016 in a new venue and
with a new style and structure.
In the meantime the other exhibition that IDSME regularly attends, the
London Model Engineering Exhibition at Alexandra Palace is going ahead as
normal in January 2016. The precise dates are 15th to 17th January 2016. Mel
Fuller is busy organising our attendance and he urgently needs to hear from
you if you have any exhibits you wish to display on our stand. If we don’t get
enough offers of exhibits we will have to decline the invitation to attend.
Exhibits can be on any subject you like so long as it is something you have made
or are making. Part built exhibits are as welcome as completed ones. Also you
might have something you have shown before but which has not been seen for
several years.
After we attend the London Model Engineer Exhibition, Mel is hoping to stand
down as our exhibition organiser, so we are looking for a volunteer to take on
this task for any future exhibitions we wish to attend as a club.
Treasurer
Our treasurer, Graham Findlater is temporarily absent from IDSME for the
next three months and so Peter Fitch has stepped into the breach as acting
treasurer.
Accounts
Owing to an oversight one page of the IDSME accounts was omitted from the
AGM notice that you will have recently received. The missing page is
reproduced on page 15 and should be read in conjunction with the other pages of
accounts which did accompany the AGM notice.
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Tea and Scones
Representatives from IDSME were invited to come to afternoon tea at
the Paediatric Occupational Therapy Unit at Hillingdon hospital as a
thank you for the support from the President’s charity fund.
The President, Treasurer, their wives and Val Fitch (Head of Soft Toys,
Videos, Jigsaws and Knitted Chickens) were pleased to attend on
Thursday, July 2nd.

Jenny Drake, Nicola Mills and their staff made us very welcome. They
showed us the many items that they had been able to purchase. Feeling
very lucky with the opportunities that IDSME has allowed them, they
have shared some of their good fortune with a couple of the groups doing
similar work alongside them. These units all co-operate in helping out
one another and we were pleased that they had done so. Some of these
staff were also present to say thank you.

So many conversations and trying out of the items purchased ensued,
that it was difficult to find time to partake of the excellent scones,
strawberries and cream provided. Still we managed!

It was a pleasure to see our contribution being so directly used by such
competent and likable people. No remote, ‘I wonder where it all goes’
here!

Many thanks to you all for continuing to support such a worthwhile
cause and we hope to present them with a cheque of this year's donations
during our October running day.

Geoff Higgs and Graham Findlater

Opposite Top: From left to right, Nicola Mills, Jenny Drake,
Graham Findlater, Val Fitch and Geoff Higgs, each holding
one of the items purchased using IDSME’s donation

Opposite Lower: Occupational Therapist Janita Dingwall
with another selection of items purchased with our donation.



Autumn 2015 17



Ashpan Number 10718



Autumn 2015 19

The Paddington Packet Boat
& Mr Shillibeer’s Omnibus

by David Sexton

‘Uxbridge passengers help start London’s first bus service’. Another
unusual but true quirk of Regency history. Let me explain how the first
London bus service owes its genesis in part to passenger traffic from
Uxbridge.
Canals were mainly constructed to carry goods across the country, with
most people continuing to travel by road. The turnpike acts of the
eighteenth century had led to the improvement of many local roads.
Two miles an hour was a good speed on a horse-drawn canal boat, a
speed equalled by a farm cart and easily exceeded by stage coaches
which had an average speed of five miles an hour. Most prestigious of
all, the mail coaches averaged seven or eight miles an hour in the
summer but slipped back, often literally, to five miles an hour in the
winter. Roads were fairly direct whereas canals, especially early ones,
were circuitous, contouring around the landscape, seeking the most
level route in an effort to keep down construction costs.
There were a few places, though, where canal owners found local
conditions led to a demand for passenger services. One of these was in
the Uxbridge area.
The first section of the Grand Junction Canal opened between Uxbridge
and Brentford in November 1794, only a year after the start of works on
Uxbridge Moor. By 1799 the corn markets and flour mills of Uxbridge
were dispatching around 5,000 tons of grain and over 4,500 tons of flour
to London, receiving in return around 6,500 tons of coal. With another
3,500 tons of other cargoes being received or dispatched, Uxbridge
accounted for nearly 20,000 tons of goods a year. This probably equated
to five or six boats to and from London each day. Wharves sprang up
along the canal and side canals were dug, often with small enclosed
docks, each providing for one or more local businesses.
Although it took until 1805 to open to the canal throughout its length to
Braunston (and on by existing canals to Birmingham), the southern end
of the canal was an early success. This was despite the circuitous route
to London via Brentford and the Thames. The opening, in July 1801, of
the 13½ mile Paddington Arm from Bull’s Bridge on the Grand Junction
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Canal near Hayes eliminated the difficulties of working canal boats on
the tidal Thames and provided a shorter and more reliable route to the
western edge of built up London. The Paddington Arm terminated in a
400 yard long basin, 30 yards wide, around which were wharves, a hay
and straw market, sheds for warehousing, and pens for livestock. It was
a good commercial prospect and Paddington was soon a busy inland
transhipment point, with goods being carried on to other parts of
London on carts.
Shortly after opening the Grand Junction Canal Company (GJCC)
decided to trial passenger and parcel boat services between Cowley and
Paddington. The section was without locks and hence running these
boats would place no drain upon the canal’s water supply. There were
already a large number of stage coaches that plied along the Oxford
Road between Uxbridge and London. The canal service was aimed at
people who might wish to travel at relatively low cost without the
discomfort that a road journey entailed. Horse-drawn wide-beamed
boats were constructed and fitted out, and the service was marketed as
the Paddington Packet Boat. A ‘packet boat’ was a familiar term to
Georgian travellers, meaning a regularly scheduled small boat designed
for domestic mail and passenger carriage. It would not be fast – had
there been any intention of speed it would have been termed a flyboat.
The seventeen mile journey seems to have taken around six or seven
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hours with calling points at every mile or so to serve nearby villages and
towns. A small canal arm and dock had been provided at Cowley, a few
hundred yards beyond Cowley Lock, although whether this was
specifically for the Packet Boat or was simply making use of a more
general facility is unclear. There were two boats, each operating a daily
return trip, setting out from Paddington or Cowley at around
eight o’clock in the morning and commencing the return trip around
four o’clock in the afternoon.
The service was successful and the GJCC promptly sold the right to run
it to a Henry Weeks (no relation). It seems the wide-beamed boats
proved less successful, partly because of the scour they created with
their depth and partly because they were heavy and hard to haul. After
six months it was decided to fit out narrow beamed boats instead.
These seven foot wide boats were the standard canal craft of their day
and were readily hauled by a single horse.
Mr Weeks charged 2/6d. for the full journey, with lower fares available
for shorter journeys. This was less than the stage coach fare between
Uxbridge and London which charged around 3d. a mile with tips at the
end of the journey to guard and coachman. The coach took two to three
hours but would be a bumpy ride and was open to the elements for those
who travelled on the outside. It would be dusty in the summer and
freezing in the winter. Travelling inside would be more expensive and
passengers were commonly wedged tightly together. The Paddington
Packet Boat had a smoother ride and a superior comfort, including tea
and coffee served on board. The boat crews were noted for their smart
blue uniforms with yellow capes and yellow buttons.
Mr Week's tenure as operator of the Paddington Packet Boat was short
for in 1802 the GJCC let the contract to Thomas Homer for two years, at
a charge to him of £750 a year. Mr Homer was the Superintendent of
the GJCC and went on to be the instigator, and a Director, of the
Regent's Canal Company, which was authorised in 1812 to build an
8½ mile canal from the Paddington Arm to Limehouse and the London
Docks. The first section of the Regent's Canal to Camden opened in
1816 but by this time Mr Homer was no longer involved, having been
convicted in 1815 of embezzling £4,000 from the Regent's Canal
Company to pay his personal debts and sentenced to seven years
transportation.
The Regency period was the golden age of the stage coach in Britain
with the introduction of metal leaf suspension from 1792. Road surfaces
were steadily improving with the widespread implementation of
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Macadam roads. London to Uxbridge was the first stage of the major
roads to Oxford and Gloucester and was reputed to be one of the busiest
roads in England. There were twelve daily coaches from Uxbridge to
London: two four-horse coaches left from the Kings Arm's and two more
from the Three Tuns. Three carriers ran daily from Uxbridge to London
and there were daily services from Uxbridge to Drayton, Harefield,
Pinner, and Windsor. As coach traffic grew, it says much for the
Paddington Packet Boat that it remained profitable enough for the
GJCC to continue to extract hundreds of pounds each year for the right
to operate it.
Packet Boat passengers had to make their own way to and from Cowley
for the boat. The first record of the Paddington Packet Boat pub is 1826
but it may have started earlier. Sited at the junction of the Cowley
Road and the road leading to the canal dock, it plied to both passing
road traffic and those waiting for the Packet Boat. The road to the
canal dock became known as Packet Boat Lane. Today the pub and the
road are the only obvious evidence of the canal service.
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For those having business in central London a further walk of several
miles between Paddington and the City was needed. It was possible to
hire a London Hackney carriage – possibly even one of those new and
light two-wheeled cabriolet types just being introduced - but this was
expensive at 6d a mile. Only licensed carriages could be hired for
journeys within the City of London and Westminster and prices were
fixed. Paddington Basin lay outside the City of Westminster and there
was an unlicensed carriage trade to and from the centre, albeit still not
a cheap journey.
George Shillibeer was a local man born near Tottenham Court Road in
the parish of St Marylebone in 1797. Upon leaving school he entered
the navy as a midshipman – Britain was at war with the French – but
when peace was declared in 1815 he left the service to work at
Hatchett's in Long Acre, Covent Garden, to learn coach-building. On
completion of his training he took over premises in Bury Street,
Bloomsbury. In 1827 he was offered work in Paris by a businessman
named Stanislas Baudry, to build some unusually large horse-drawn
coaches of ‘novel design’. The aim was to design a coach capable of
transporting a whole group of people, perhaps two dozen, at a time. M.
Baudry had begun the first French omnibus line in Nantes in 1826,
using two spring-suspended carriages, each for 16 passengers. He was
now looking to develop larger vehicles.
Shillibeer's large coach was introduced into the streets of Paris in late
1827. The design worked, and was very stable. Shillibeer returned to
London convinced of the commercial possibilities of an omnibus. Soon
after his return and presumably influenced by Shillibeer’s advice, there
was a commission to build a large coach for the Newington Academy for
Girls, a Quaker school in Stoke Newington near London. This had a
total of twenty-five seats, and can be considered the world’s first school
bus. It too was successful and Shillibeer began to build some coaches
for himself.
On the morning of July 4th 1829, a crowd gathered outside the
Yorkshire Stingo pub on the New Road in Paddington, to see the first
two Shillibeer omnibuses leave for the Bank Junction, in the city of
London. The route was along the New Road to Kings Cross, Pentonville
Road, City Road, Moorgate and Princess Street. It paralleled the
Regents Canal which had been completed in 1820 and it picked up
passenger traffic from the City Basin as well. The wide omnibus was
drawn by three horses abreast, with both horses and vehicles being
stabled in what is now Shillibeer Place, Marylebone.
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The omnibuses could
carry up to twenty-two passengers,

all inside. The fare from Paddington to the Bank was 1/- and 6d for
shorter journeys. Four services were provided in each direction daily
and had guaranteed departure times, whether full or not. It was not
necessary to book in advance; you turned up and paid the fare to the
conductor inside the omnibus. The service was described in the
advertisements as being ‘upon the Parisian mode’ and that ‘a person of
great respectability attended his vehicle as Conductor’. Newspapers and
magazines were provided free of charge. The first few conductors
employed were friends of Shillibeer's, who were attired in 'blue cloth
uniforms, cut to the style of a midshipman'.
The choice of the Paddington to Bank route was determined by three
factors. Firstly there had to be sufficient passenger demand to fill the
omnibuses at each end of the route. The Paddington Packet Boat
brought over a hundred people each day to Paddington, many of whom
wished to travel into central London. The City Basin generated a
similar demand. Secondly the route had to commence or finish outside
the Cities of Westminster and London; Hackney carriage regulations
prohibited taking up or setting down passengers once they had reached
the paved streets within central London. And finally the roads used
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had to be wide enough and strong enough to accommodate the wide-
bodied carriages and three horses abreast. The New Road around
London, the 1756 equivalent of the M25, was ideal.
Shillibeer’s omnibus was an immediate success and as usage grew
Shillibeer was reputedly taking £100 a day. He could afford to pay the
relatively high road taxes levied on vehicles that carried more than
fifteen passengers. It wasn’t long before others began to copy the
omnibus service and vie for passengers. The first competitor was the
Post Office and more followed. Shillibeer renamed his buses as
Shillibeer's Original Omnibuses.
Fortunes were going the other way for the Paddington Packet Boat.
Paddington Basin was on the decline. The Regent’s Canal was
increasingly drawing commerce away from Paddington to the expanding
City Basin in Islington. There was little reason to tranship canal goods
for London at Paddington when the road journey into the city
warehouses was shorter from Islington. Increased competition from
stage coaches between Uxbridge and London had also eroded passenger
demand. The Paddington Packet Boat lasted barely a year more,
ceasing in 1830 when the GJCC couldn’t find any buyers for the right to
run the service. They were not interested in running it themselves and
the boats were, presumably, converted for cargo use.
Mr Shillibeer’s success was not sustained for long. Competition from
rivals, especially from those with lower-cost buses holding fifteen people
or less and needing only two horses, had reduced his income and he had
not kept up with his taxes. In 1831, George Shillibeer was declared
bankrupt. His saviour, oddly enough, came in the form of his
competitors. So good was Shillibeer's idea that London was heaving
with competing buses, engaged in sometimes lethal races to get
passengers. Six months after his bankruptcy, the operators met to
regulate their business, appointing Shillibeer as chairman. The number
of buses was reduced, timetables were introduced to prevent racing, and
routes were allocated to operators which could be bought and sold,
allowing companies to grow.
With the ending of the Hackney cab monopoly in 1832, buses were
finally allowed into central London, but Shillibeer's three-horse
carriages proved too wide for the narrow streets. Never easily dismayed,
he invented the long-distance bus route - initially London to Brighton -
aboard the unusually named 'New Improved Diligence'. But by now his
problem was not only competition from his many rivals, but also from
steam riverboat operators and the new London and Greenwich railway.
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The New Road was London’s first by-
pass. In 1755 various influential
residents of St Marylebone,
Paddington and Islington, at that
time separate villages close to London,
petitioned Parliament for the right to
provide a turnpike trust road running
to the north of the then built up area
of London. The road was intended
initially as a route for cattle and sheep
to be driven to Smithfield market from
the various roads approaching
London from the north and north-
west. This would obviate the need to
drive these animals along the already
congested east-west route via Oxford
Street and High Holborn.
The road would start at a point very
close to the junction of the Harrow
Road and the Edgware Road, and
head due east past the northern end of
Marylebone Lane to Tottenham Court
Road, and from there via Battle
Bridge, St Pancras, to the top of St
John's Street in Islington. The latter
ran due south to Smithfield.
Royal assent for the Act was granted
in May 1756. The road was to be a
minimum of 40 feet (12 m) wide, and
no buildings were to be allowed within
50 feet (15 m) of the edge of the road.
In fact the road was built to a
minimum width of 60 feet (18 m), and
very rapidly. The engineering at first
was fairly crude, involving mainly
cutting down hedges and filling in
ditches, and the route was bounded by
fence posts.
Five years after opening the road was
extended at its eastern end south-
eastwards to Old Street and onwards

terminating near Moorgate. This
latter extension was known as City
Road.
In 1857, by which time it was no
longer a ‘new’ road, the original
section was given three new names:
Marylebone Road, Euston Road and
Pentonville Road. Nevertheless despite
the different names the whole length of
the route including the City Road is
today designated the A501.
As well as being a major traffic artery
in its own right, it has several other
transport related claims to fame. In
1846 a Royal Commission
recommended that no railways be
built in central London between the
New Road and the River. Although
never legally enforced, Parliament
subsequently rarely allowed any
railway schemes that broke this rule.
Thus there are number of railway
termini located along the northern
side of the New Road: Marylebone,
Baker St, Euston, St Pancras and
Kings Cross. It was only with the
advent of underground railways that
lines were permitted to be built across
central London, and this brings us
back to the New Road. It is well
known that the first underground
railway was the Metropolitan from
Paddington to Farringdon. Much of
this original route runs directly below
the New Road, from Edgware Road to
Kings Cross. Finally having kept the
railways out of central London for so
long, it is perhaps ironic that the New
Road now marks the northern
boundary of the Congestion Charge
Zone.

The New Road
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By 1835 Shillibeer was in default of his road taxes again, but this time
the Stamp and Tax Office instructed his property be seized and he
absconded to Boulogne with angry creditors in his wake. On his return,
the debtors’ court sentenced him to several months in the Fleet prison.
He wasn’t out long when the authorities discovered 130 gallons of
smuggled French brandy in his premises in Camden and back to prison
he went. On his release he did not return to omnibus operations, but
instead started building 'Shillibeer Funeral Coaches', including a design
where the mourners accompanied the deceased in a large coach. He
gradually moved into the undertaking business and his later years were
more profitable and quieter.
He died at Brighton in 1866, at the age of sixty nine and he is buried at
St Mary's church graveyard near to his home at Chigwell in Essex. At
the time of his death his role in creating London’s first bus service was
largely forgotten. History has been kinder since. Busmen of London
commissioned a memorial tablet to him in the churchyard in 1929, the
centenary of his first service.
In 1979 London Transport celebrated the 150th anniversary by painting
fifteen double-deck buses in the Shillibeer livery for the year. Older
IDSME members may recall at the Kew Bridge portable track run that
year the phrase ‘Shillibeer spotting’ became a euphemism for going to
the pub when several of the team absented themselves from the run at
lunchtime on the grounds they were going to observe Shillibeer-liveried
buses on the
65 and 267
routes. They
did so from
the comfort
of the front
bar of the
Express
Hotel, a pub
with a well-
deserved
reputation
for a fine pint
of Bass.
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Winter Programme
Continued From Rear Cover

January 2016

Friday 1st: No Meeting
Friday 8th: Ultra High Definition Television - Simon Tilbury
Friday 15th: Ruislip Lido / Local History - David Sexton
Friday 15th London Model Engineering Exhibition
to Sunday 17th: Alexandra Palace
Friday 22nd: Club & General Interest Night
Friday 29th: The Restoration of 4150 at the

Severn Valley Railway -TBA
February 2016

Friday 5th: Great Marlow Model Railway Layout Update
Graeme Vickery

Saturday 6th: Site Working Party
Friday 12th: Model Railway Group Demonstrations

The Model Railway Group
Friday 19th: Kew Bridge - Ron Howes
Friday 26th: German Railways - Michael Proudfoot

March 2016

Friday 4th: Club & General Interest Night
Saturday 5th: Site Working Party
Friday 11th: Restoring the deHavilland Sea Venom

Alistair Hodgson
Friday 18th: Quiz Night - Sir Cyril's Minions
Friday 25th: Good Friday

April 2016

Saturday 2nd: IDSME Public Running Day

For latest winter programme updates see the IDSME website:
http://www.idsme.co.uk/IDSME/IDSMEWinterProgramme.shtml
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Winter Programme
October 2015

Friday 2nd: Pendon Model Railway Museum - Chris Webber
Saturday 3rd: IDSME Public Running Day
Friday 9th: Great Western Mainline Bridge Replacement

Mark Hamlin
Friday 16th: A History of the Police Cadets - Harry Wilcox
Friday 23rd: The Karachi Tramways and Motor Rail

Mel Fuller
Saturday 24th: Model Railway Show - Ickenham Village Hall
Friday 30th: Modifying a Polly Locomotive - Neil Mortimer

November 2015

Friday 6th: The Battle of Britain Bunker at RAF Uxbridge
Chris Wren

Saturday 7th: IDSME Public Running Day
Friday 13th: The River Rhine - Colin Reid
Friday 20th: Club & General Interest Night
Friday 27th: Disused Underground Stations and

London Underground's Uxbridge Branch
Brian Hardy

December 2015

Friday 4th: Rebuilding a Fergie Tractor - Peter Pardington
Saturday 5th: IDSME Public Running Day
Friday 11th: Ickenham Community Evening

Portable Track Run
Friday 18th: Christmas Slide Show

Sir Cyril & The Minions
Friday 25th: No Meeting

Continued Inside Rear Cover




