
   

Number 74                                                                        May 2007 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Ashpan Number 74 

Number 74                                                                        May 2007 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Contents:     

1 Cover Story  10 Colin’s Bikes 

4 Chairman’s Chat  15 Will They or   

5 Ashpan Notebook  Won’t They 

6 Secretary’s Notes  20 Ickenham Signal Box  

8 The London Model  23 Caught In The Act 

Engineering   25 Summer Programme 

Exhibition 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
Ickenham & District Society of Model Engineers was founded on 
8th October 1948. 

Ickenham and District Society of Model Engineers, a 

company limited by guarantee, was incorporated on 10th 
September 1999. Registered in England No: 3839364.  

 

Website: WWW.IDSME.CO.UK 

IDSME Members Message Board: http://idsme001.proboards104.com 

 

Hon. Secretary and Registered Office: David Sexton,  
25 Copthall Road East, Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middlesex, 

UB10 8SD. 
 
Ashpan is produced for members of Ickenham and District 
Society of Model Engineers by Patrick Rollin, 84 Lawrence 

Drive, Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB10 8RW 

Email: Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com

http://www.idsme.co.uk/
http://idsme001.proboards104.com/
mailto:Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com


May 2007                                                                           1 

Cover Story 
 

Icke n h am  St Gile s  25 
 

This issue‟s cover photograph was taken twenty five years ago 

this month and depicts the final preparations being made for the 

grand opening of Ickenham St Giles Station. The event took 
place on Saturday 8th May 1982. 

A number of features will be quite familiar to current members 

of IDSME, such as the station canopy and the water tower. 
However there have also been many changes in the last twenty 

five years. On the left can be seen the original booking office. 

This survived for about eleven years until it had a terminal 
encounter with Tim Lovell and a sledge hammer. Other 

differences to note include the lack of level crossing, (at this time 

it was located just off the bottom of the picture) and the station 
name board mounted on the central support pillar instead of at 

the rear of the platform, as now. No doubt the eagle eyed will 

spot many more differences as well. In common with other 
railway lines in the area, first built through open fields the 

station has, in the intervening twenty five years, been 

surrounded by „suburban development‟ although perhaps in our 
case we might be on shaky ground in claiming that the opening 

of our station was the impetus for the growth of housing along 

side our line. The back cover features a picture from a similar 
angle which shows the position as it was on Good Friday this 

year, the day before the first public running day of 2007. 

For those that don‟t know, the first section of IDSME‟s ground 
level railway opened in 1969 and consisted of what we now know 

as the Outer Main Line and Steaming Bay Loop. At the time the 

Steaming Bay Loop was used as the station with arrival and 
departure platforms either side of a turntable, located where the 

traverser now is. The original steaming bays radiated from this. 

The idea of extending the original railway to a terminus on the 
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front lawn first surfaced in 1975. At the time the name 

„Ickenham Junction‟ was used in connection with the proposal.  

Opposite is a plan showing one early proposed arrangement for 
the station.  

Although some initial site clearance was carried out in 1975, 

work proper did not start until 1978, much of the intervening 
time being spent felling the many elms on our site suffering 

from Dutch Elm disease. Even after work started a number of 

other major projects were carried out simultaneously, meaning 
that progress was not all it might otherwise have been. These 

included placing the existing track on a concrete base (it had 

previously been supported on bricks buried in the ground) and 
the installation of the mains water supply. 

As 1981 drew to a close the station was really beginning to take 

shape. By the end of April 1982 it was virtually complete and so 
at 3pm on Saturday 8th May 1982 the late Reverend Paul Kelly, 

Rector of nearby St. Giles Church, unveiled the new station 

name board and then rode on the first train out. Just fifteen 
minutes earlier, to the accompaniment of whistles and flags, the 

last passenger train had left Wood Halt; the society's station for 

the previous thirteen years being named for its last two hours of 
operation. The two events drew a capacity crowd, being helped 

by a television appearance the previous day on the Thames TV 

News Local Headlines at 1pm and 6pm. 
Since then we have added a substantially larger booking office 

just off to the left of the cover photograph, but most importantly 

more than 173700 tickets have been sold on 226 public running 
days at an average 768 tickets a day. 

Our 227th public run falls just three 

days before the twenty fifth 
anniversary and as the station 

enters its second twenty five years 

discussions are taking place on 
possible reconstruction or 

refurbishment of the station canopy, 

which is beginning to show its age. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 
Firstly, welcome to our most recent new member Richard 

Hamilton-Foyn. Apparently he decided to join us as he thinks we 
are as weird as other organisations he is involved with. I find 

that hard to believe…  

 
It has been very encouraging to see the level of interest in shown 

in the recent Winter Programme. A great deal of  effort was put 

into it‟s organisation  by David Sexton  well supported by several 
others, especially Mark Hamlin who not only booked several 

speakers but regularly provided the technical gizmos to make it 

all possible. Despite the occasion when a previous Programme 
Secretary attempted to sabotage the efforts of the current one, 

we got through relatively unscathed. Several presentations were 

done by our own members, the success of which has encouraged 
others to come forward with offers for the next programme.  

 

As I write this the A-Team are busy outside, despite the return 
of bitter winter winds and snow, welding and ballasting. 

(Another jumbo bag had just been delivered). Inside, the 

clubhouse wiring work continued along with lamp-top painting. 
Various ideas about the proposed improvements at the 

projection screen end of the clubroom were being discussed and 

measurements taken. In the workshop work continued on the 
restoration of „Speedy‟. 

 

All this, together with the work done at recent Working Parties, 
by individuals, the Model Railway Group and an active group of 

junior members, has given us a considerable boost. The amount 

of work that has been and is being done is remarkable. Thank 
you all for the tremendous support that you are giving to 

IDSME. 

Mel Fuller 



May 2007                                                                           5 

Ashpan Notebook 
 
Exhibitions 
 
IDSME attended The London Model Engineering Exhibition at 

Alexandra Palace in January. Pictures can be found on page 8. 
Members will recall that The Model Engineer Exhibition, which 

was due to be held at Olympia after Christmas, was in fact 

postponed. The revised date and venue has now been 
announced. The Model Engineer Exhibition will now be held at 

Ascot Racecourse from Friday 7th September to Sunday 9th 

September 2007. 
 
Ashpan 75 
 
Thank you to those who have submitted contributions for this 
issue of Ashpan. The plan is that the next issue will be 

published at the end of August and so any contributions should 

be with the editor by the August Running Day.  
IDSME Message Board 
 
This is just a reminder for those who have not already 
discovered the latest IDSME presence on the Internet. Thirty 

four members have signed up already, and most of them sign in 

regularly to get the latest news of IDSME A fuller description 
was given in the last issue of Ashpan. The Message Board can be 

found at  

http://idsme001.proboards104.com 
 

Registration is simple but if you experience any problem, (or you 

have already registered but forgotten your user name or 
password) then an email to Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com 

should help solve the problem. The board is only available to 

IDSME members and so after registration you will still not be 
able to access the board until it has been confirmed that you are 

a member of IDSME.  

http://idsme001.proboards104.com/
mailto:Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

Subscriptions 
 
It‟s that time of year when subscriptions are due.  For 2007/08 

they remain unchanged at £23 full, £14 unwaged/pensioner and 
£6 junior, and you can either pay the Treasurer in person or post 

it to me, the Secretary (address inside front cover). 

 
Committee Nominations 
 
The process to elect committee members at the 28th September 
AGM will start earlier than in previous years, using the new 

arrangements we agreed at the last AGM.  The nomination form 

will be displayed in the clubhouse from Friday 10th August for 
three weeks.  Nominations will close and the list will be taken 

down at the end of Friday 31st August.  I will then send out the 

AGM notification by post for you to receive them by Friday 7th 
September.  These letters will say who has been nominated for 

what post, making it easier for anyone wishing to make proxy 

vote arrangements if voting is required.  We have also simplified 
our proxy vote arrangements and these can now be made right 

up to the start of the AGM. 

 
Legacy 
 
I learnt last month that we are to receive a very generous legacy 
of £10,000 plus a share of the residual estate from Elsie 

Cuckney, widow of the late Ted Cuckney.  Elsie died in January 

this year, Ted having died four years ago in November 2003.  
Ted was a member of many years standing at IDSME and both 

he and Elsie were staunch regulars in the 1960s and 1970s.  

When Ted retired in the 1980s they moved to New Romney 
where Ted became equally involved in the New Romney MES.  

We made Ted an Honorary Member when he left us and they 

kept in touch with us through the years, visiting and running 
one of Ted‟s engines at least once a year.   
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We have time to consider what we might do with this 

unexpected gift.  The legal process has only just started and it 

will take some months before we receive the legacy.  Pleasingly, 
Elsie was similarly generous to New Romney society. 

 

Winter Programme 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the winter 

programme.  I took on organising this with reluctance for it 
takes time to do properly but, in the absence of anyone else 

coming forward, I was concerned to get the job done well.  The 

readiness of fellow members to have their arms gently twisted to 
do a talk and the efforts made to find outside speakers helped us 

to achieve a varied and interesting programme, with a number 

of members presenting for the first time.  I think we have set a 
very high standard, especially with the shared evening topics.  

The record was our Model Railway Gauges evening on 30th 

March with eleven speakers and a very full clubroom. 
The challenge now is to do the same for 2007/08.  If no-one else 

comes forward, I will try to organise the programme along 

similar lines for the next season although the time commitment 
does mean other secretarial activities have to be shelved during 

the winter programme (this is why not all the members‟ 

handbooks have been made up and distributed to date). 
 

President’s Charity 
 
Thank you to those of you who have given to the President‟s 

Charity.  The members‟ handbook and the November barbeque 

have been provided free with an invitation to donate if you 
enjoyed them, and all the proceeds from the Christmas Slide 

Show raffle have also been donated.  The charity continues to be 

the very worthy cause of the Paediatric Occupational Therapy 
department at Hillingdon Hospital and we hope to better last 

year‟s gift of £330 when we hand the cheque over this May. 
 

David Sexton 
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The London Model  
Engineering Exhibition 2007 

 
IDSME attended the London Model Engineering Exhibition at 
Alexandra Palace in January. As usual a fine display was 
provided despite the unusual wind conditions on set-up day! 

 
 
 
 
Two General Views of the 

IDSME Stand. 
 

Photos by 
Patrick Rollin 
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The Display of 
Colin Adams’ 
Model Cycles. 
They attracted 
much interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IDSME members were also to be 
found elsewhere at the 
exhibition.  
 
Right: Peter Cathcart at work on 
the Workshop Demonstration 
Stand which IDSME again 
participated in. 
 

 
 
Left: Neil Mortimer gets to 
grips with a load of passengers 
on the portable track that was 
at the exhibition. 
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By Malcolm Parsons 
 

No doubt most IDSME members are by now aware that the 

society has been entrusted with the collection of nine models of 
nineteenth century bicycles and tricycles built by Colin Adams, 

who died in 2000. This article is intended to give some 

background on Colin and the collection, and then – over a series 
of future articles – to describe the individual models. 

Colin joined IDSME in June 1951, when he was thirteen, and 

within a few months had won the Junior Championship Cup in 
the annual competition. Even then he specialised in miniature 

models – that prize was awarded for models of the Blackwell 

Frigate (made from plans that he drew himself from 
photographs) and a model of St Giles Church, Ickenham.  

The architectural model may have been influenced by the fact 

that he had left a local school and was studying at 
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Hammersmith Technical College. He went on to work for the 

well-known firm of Knight Frank and Rutley as a building 

surveyor where his portfolio included Lords, Wimbledon and a 
number of cathedrals. 

In the 1951 competition he also entered a ship in a bottle, the 

model being half-an-inch long (about 12 mm) with cats hairs for 
the rigging. Later Colin produced an even smaller variation on 

this theme, a ship in a torch bulb! 

It was for his miniature bicycles and similar that he was best 
known. It is believed the first of these was completed in 1959, 

around the time he married Anne. Colin was not an active 

member of IDSME for most of the 1960s and his rejoining 
coincided with the start of building most of the models from 

1969 onwards. 

The series depicts around sixty years of development in „man-
powered‟ vehicles – bicycles and tricycles – from 1818 onwards.  

All are to 1:16 scale and while some represent machines in the 

care of the Science Museum, others represent prototypes that no 
longer exist. The models are mainly constructed in brass, 

although where wood was found in the original it is used (the 

Hobby Horse is all wood, for instance). 
We don‟t know why Colin decided on the unusual theme for his 

modelling but the first – a Hobby Horse – was probably 

completed in the late 1950s. A label on its base suggests that it 
was exhibited in the 1959-60 National Models Competition (we 

think part of the January 1960 Model Engineer Exhibition). 

Most of the later models appeared at the Model Engineer 
Exhibition, several gaining commendations and three of them – 

the trio of tricycle models – being awarded Silver Medals. The 

same three were also famed in another way; they appeared on 
the Blue Peter television programme. 

Many were also exhibited on the IDSME stand at exhibitions 

and a regular question was whether they were built from kits.  
The clear answer was “No”. All were completely built from 

scratch.  
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As examples of the miniature workmanship involved, Colin 

turned his own 20BA and 0.45mm nuts and bolts from panel 

pins and had devised a way of threading fine wire spokes into 
turned brass wheel rims. To add to that, he would produce a 

minute spanner to 

demonstrate that a model 
of a folding bicycle did just 

that! 

He built the models in his 
roof-space workshop where 

his equipment included a 

clockmakers‟ eight-
millimetre lathe. Typically 

the models took between 

three and four hundred 
hours each to build, spread 

over about a year. 
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What may not be appreciated was that Colin suffered from ill 

health for most of his life and lost an eye before most of the 
models were built. Indeed he was totally blind for several weeks 

and planned the building of the Penny Farthing during that 

time. 
Because it is not known when some of the models were built, the 

order of their construction is also unclear. The descriptions, 

therefore, follow chronological order of the prototypes, so giving 
a brief résumé of the development of the bicycle at the same 

time. 

In later years Colin became renowned for his work on clocks and 
watches – again delighting in the most miniature of movements.  

IDSME has also benefited from this interest. Colin rescued and 

restored a master clock from Wimbledon during one of his 
professional tasks there (among other things, he was clerk-of-

works for rebuilding Centre Court which included, literally, 

raising the roof). The clock has now been installed in the IDSME 
clubhouse and the aim is that it will control a series of „slave‟ 

clocks around the site. 
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Number One: 
HOBBY HORSE 

c1818 
 

Model Built: c1959 
Displayed: National Models 

Exhibition 
1959-60 

 

We are fairly certain the Hobby 

Horse was the first of the series of 

models built by Colin and was 

constructed, we believe, about 1959. Unlike the rest of the collection it is – 

like its prototype – made entirely of wood. 

All bicycles are descended from the Hobby Horse which originated in 

Paris in 1816 (although there were earlier ‘one-off’ vehicles). The Hobby 

Horse was not powered; although the rider had a seat of sorts, it was 

‘scooted’ along. Perhaps because of this, after a decade or so they went 

out of fashion.  
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WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY 
 

A CAUTIONARY TALE 
 

It seems the ancient Gods knew a thing or two about making 
things stick. Paracaramel explains all. 

 

The story begins with our Hapless Hero (hereinafter referred to 
as HH) and his efforts to complete his locomotive in time for the 

opening of the new running season. This locomotive had taken 

many years to complete and there had been many complications 
along the way. Time and again, parts had had to be remade and 

modifications applied in order to accommodate errors. Drills had 

snapped off and taps had broken inside holes.  On one notable 
occasion HH had attached a set of critical components to the 

chassis with such attention to their security that their damage 

became inevitable when he remembered that another component 
needed to be attached at a location now made inaccessible. 

 

Having overcome all previous difficulties and satisfied himself of 
the ability of the locomotive to run sweetly, using compressed 

air, HH had obtained the necessary boiler and insurance 

certificates required for safe running in public. Despite all this, 
HH still had a nagging doubt. He had allowed himself to be 

persuaded to use a new fangled method of attaching the running 

wheels to their axles. It was called glue! The prospect of a 
catastrophic detachment haunted him and as the debut for the 

new locomotive approached, HH was to have a number of 

restless nights dreaming about the prospect of utter humiliation 
in public. Will they or won‟t they stay attached to their axles? 

 

HH‟s imagination had always been inclined to run riot and as 
the debut was nearly upon him, his falling to sleep at nights had 

become attended with ever increasing phantasmagorical 

dreams. These usually took the form of a return to an earlier, 



                                                                        Ashpan Number 74 16 

mythological age in which HH was questioned by deities whose 

names revealed their particular attributes. In accordance with 

HH‟s current preoccupation it was often the case that he found 
himself in the presence of the great Titus Loculus who 

questioned HH at  length as to how he had arrived at his 

present position of uncertainty. In particular, Titus enquired 
about the origin of the magic fluid with the apocryphal title of 

DCIII before demanding to know how it had been stored and 

whether or not suitable incantations had been made during and 
after its use. 

 

HH had been overwhelmed by the presence of the great deity 
and in his confusion replied that the magic fluid had been 

acquired at a car-boot sale. The fact that the blackish, well 

matured greasy bottle was less than half full of a viscous liquid 
had been offset by the advantageous price. Titus, whose obvious 

state of agitation only served to increase HH‟s confusion, 

pressed him to continue, only to learn that the axles had been a 
light press fit on their journals and that some difficulty had been 

encountered by way of distributing the magic fluid. Upon 

learning of the good natured banter that arose on the discovery 
that two of the wheels were not normal to their axles Titus flew 

into a rage and demanded to know what steps had been taken to 

rectify the situation. At this point, HH unwisely replied „bloody 
great big ones‟ and attempted to flee from the scene. As is the 

way with dreams his legs seemed unable to move, his body was 

made of lead, his attempts to make apologies could only be 
mouthed without sound and he was covered with sweat. 

Thus did HH awake from his nightmare. „No, no, no‟ he was 

calling out loud. „this was not the way of it at all. I have fulfilled 
my obligations to Titus Loculus (whose motto was widely 

perceived to be Profiterole Maximus) by the purchase of a new 

bottle of DC111 from a reputable supplier and I followed his 
instructions as to the correct method of application‟.  Thus was 

HH temporarily relieved of his concerns till he fell into a fitful 

sleep. 
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HH‟s final encounter with Titus Loculus was more relaxed. Titus 

explained that he had received a special dispensation from his 
lord and master, Heinkel, to reveal unto HH the inner secrets of 

the magic fluid. Following an enquiry to HH as to the comfort of 

his seating, Titus began thus: 
 

“Know you that the magic fluid DC111 is an adhesive of the 

urethane-methacrylate type which is ideally suited to the joining 
of metals when used under the correct conditions. It is a low 

viscosity fluid which develops its adhesive properties when 

oxygen is removed and excluded from its presence. It is therefore 
described as an anaerobic adhesive. This much is in the public 

domain but its inner secrets I am about to reveal unto you. 

 
Most common metals have a thin layer of atmospheric oxygen 

extremely firmly bonded to their surfaces. This layer cannot be 

removed by physical means but have need of removal by 
chemical action before the DC111 can polymerise to form the 

adhesive. Verily this oxygen removal uses the activity of the 

DC111 itself which takes place when catalysed by the presence 
of small amounts of metals such as copper or iron. Whilst the 

part of the DC111 that reacts with the oxygen is not capable of 

forming a high strength bond with the metals, (and thus has to 
be considered as sacrificial) it does allow the remainder of the 

unreacted DC111, in which it is dissolved, to polymerise to form 

an adhesive bond. I say unto you that the ultimate strength of 
the bond is therefore determined by the proportion of virgin 

DC111 remaining after the oxygen scavenging process. 

 
It comes to pass that expensive, ultra high purity materials, free 

from traces of metals, have to be used for the manufacture of 

anaerobic adhesives in order to ensure a reasonable shelf life but 
it is still not practicable to eliminate all oxidation during 

storage. Throughout the storage life of such adhesives there is a 

slow but steady accumulation of the oxidation products which 
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dissolve in the remaining urethane-methacrylate and 

progressively weaken its adhesive qualities. Be assured that it is 

the extent of this that determines the shelf life. In common with 
all chemical reactions its rate reduces with decrease in 

temperature but the accumulation of the oxidation product 

cannot be judged by an increase in viscosity until far, far too 
late. 

 

Lest though you should fall into error, the joint design has to 
allow for the weakening effect of the sacrificial component of the 

adhesive which means that a film thickness of four to five 

thousandths of an inch is strongly recommended. This thickness 
is a compromise between the loss of adhesion at lower 

thicknesses due to the increased proportion of the sacrificial 

component against the loss of adhesion due to the thickness of 
the adhesive layer. (The internal cohesion of an adhesive is 

usually well below that of its adhesion to the substrate.) To 

achieve the required film thickness of adhesive whilst 
maintaining accurate relative positioning of the components 

often requires the use of a jig or the use of relieved areas 

between lands large enough to accommodate the required 
thickness of adhesive. 

 

Metals such as aluminium and stainless steel can be very slow 
to provide the catalytic activity required for the DC111 to 

remove the unwanted oxygen and are thus difficult to bond 

unless an activator is first applied. This is usually in the form of 
a dilute solution of a chemical derivative of copper. With its use 

it is even possible to make a bond of sorts between layers of 

plastic. 
 

Other observations on the behaviour of metal adhesives include 

the effect of heat. As the temperature rises, the strength of the 
bond decreases rapidly until complete breakdown occurs at 

about 200ºC. This is useful if the bond is to be deliberately 

separated but if the temperature is allowed to rise much above 
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this, the degraded, weak adhesive starts to char and the bond 

strength is increased significantly due to fretting of the metals. 

The weakening of the bond due to temperature rise also 
manifests itself with small diameter components (often 

threaded) in which small, oscillating rotation (less than the 

fatigue point of the metal) can cause an instantaneous, 
momentary heating. This  occurs at the point nearest to the 

application of the torque and which then has the potential to 

creep further into the bond  and ultimately to release the 
component parts.”  

 

At this point Titus appeared to be tired and was about to 
dismiss HH from his presence but he rallied with a final 

injunction to reinforce the implications of his revelations 

speaking thus: 
 

“Always buy your magic fluids from reputable suppliers and 

replace them at the appropriate time intervals. Prepare and 
clean the metals to be joined whilst leaving the recommended 

gap and never allow the tip of the container to touch any metal 

surface for fear of activating the bulk of the fluid in the 
container thus converting it into the useless oxidation product.” 

 

In this manner was HH apprised of the wisdom from on high. 
He could feel the halo of satisfaction resting on his brow, and in 

the confident knowledge that his wheels would be secure on 

their axles the remainder of the night was spent in peaceful and 
refreshing slumber. As he awoke on the morning of the great 

day, in his ears he could imagine the majestic chorus so beloved 

of the great railway events of the past: 
 

“SEE THE CONQUERING HERO COMES.” 

 
By Paracaramel. 

  May 2007   
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Ickenham Signal Box 
(Not Marsh Junction) 

 
Malcolm Parsons ruminates on the location 

of this long gone signalbox 

 
This article expands somewhat on a thread that has appeared on 

IDSME‟s web-based discussion board, although the discussion 

actually started in the pub after a Friday night meeting. 
It concerned Ickenham Signal Box. No, not Marsh Junction, or 

even Khazi Junction, but the one on the Metropolitan Railway a 

little beyond our site. 
I must admit I doubted there ever was one but Patrick Rollin 

was sure there was – because he had seen an old signalling 

notice which mentioned its closure. A little research on my part 
confirmed that there was indeed an Ickenham (Met) signal box 

from 1913 to 1930. 
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When the Met‟s Harrow to Uxbridge line opened it had 

semaphore signalling (and presumably absolute block) with 

boxes at Rayners Lane (junction for the line to South Harrow), 
Ruislip (the only intermediate station) and Uxbridge. 

As traffic developed additional boxes were opened at Eastcote 

and Ickenham, both in 1913. They broke up the former long 
sections and in the case of Eastcote also allowed access to the 

goods yard which opened at the same time. In both cases the 

boxes were „open as required‟. 
Ickenham box closed in 1930 when the branch was re-signalled 

(using colour-light signals). Eastcote remained for the goods 

yard connection. I presume it was the same box that I recall (on 
the opposite side of the line roughly opposite the bottom of Fred 

Matthews‟ garden). This box was more like a ground-frame box 

(or, indeed Ickenham Marsh Junction) as it did not have a raised 
operating platform and lower locking room. I would guess 

Ickenham was of the same style. (The Met. had other „single 

storey‟ boxes, for instance at some of the stations beyond 
Aylesbury.) 

Having established that there was a box at Ickenham, the next 

question is exactly where? Patrick Rollin and David Sexton have 
thoughts on a potential site by the bridge leading to Manor 

Farm (west of Ickenham station) though I would question why 

so far from the station? (Because this is approximately the half 
way point between Ruislip and Uxbridge; ideal for a box whose 

only purpose is to break of the long signal section between those 

two points – Ed) 
Colin Reid favours - for sighting reasons - the land in front of the 

sub-station across the road from Ickenham Station.  

My initial thought was at the Uxbridge end of the platforms – 
but then I read that the platforms were extended from three-car 

to six-car length in 1922 and no mention of a need to re-site the 

box! Any theories, anyone? If anyone has access to a post- 1913 
Working Timetable Appendix, that might show distances 

between boxes…  
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In case you are wondering, by the way, about access to 

Hillingdon goods yard, that was only ever achieved by a ground 

frame. 
Just to show how the Message Board draws things in, in the 

original note I put on it I noted that, having travelled past the 

yard while it was still operational I couldn‟t recall any structure. 
So I suggested the frame was out in the open. 

Immediately Peter Reynolds - who used Hillingdon station far 

more than me - responded that he recalled a covered structure. 
Then Colin Reid compounded it by pointing out a suitable 

structure marked on one of the large-scale OS plans in the 

recently-published Middleton Press book on the Uxbridge 
branch. 

Unfortunately that book makes scant reference to Ickenham but 

I shall keep a lookout for large-scale OS plans of the area and 
era to see if we can resolve the mystery! 

And that, dear reader, was how version one of this article ended 

when I passed it over to Editor Rollin at a Friday night IDSME 
meeting. 

The following day I had reason to look at the afore-mentioned 

Middleton Press book – something concerning Rayners Lane 
actually. Having done that, I idly flipped back to the Ickenham 

page. There was the map, which I for some reason thought dated 

back to 1905, well before the signal box.  
But, No! The map is dated 1914 and it shows what might be the 

signal box. I say might and emphasise it for two reasons. In no 

particular order: one, the structure is small. Now I suspect 
Ickenham signal box was small – after all it only controlled a 

couple of signals and no points – so the structure on the map 

could be a small signal box or it could, for instance, be a P Way 
cabin. Reason two for „might‟: the box opened in 1913, the map 

was published in 1914 – I wonder, was the OS that sharp in 

picking up a small building? 
So it may or may not be Ickenham Metropolitan Signal box that 

was located (you thought I‟d forgotten to mention this bit, didn‟t 

you?) south of the line (i.e. Uxbridge-bound platform side), on 



May 2007                                                                           23 

the Ruislip side of Glebe Avenue (the station) bridge. Anymore 

thoughts? 

Most of the information I have gleaned about Ickenham (and the 
other branch boxes) comes from the excellent book London‟s 

Metropolitan Railway (A. A. Jackson: David & Charles, 1986) - a 

proper words book. 
 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv   
 

 

Caught In The Act 
 

By The Bobby 
 

The answer to the logic quiz in the last issue of Ashpan 

 
The earliest incident, on Monday, cannot have involved Matthew Byatt 

[clue 1], Derek Elliott [clue 2] or Mel Fuller [clue 5]. It must therefore 

have involved Peter Cathcart, who was showing a visitor round the site 

[clue 7]. We know that the incident in the clubhouse did not involve Derek 

Elliott [clue 2] or Mel Fuller [clue 5]. Since we now know Peter Cathcart’s 

incident took place on Monday, clue 5 also rules him out as being present 

in the clubhouse and so it must have been Matthew Byatt who found 

himself in the clubhouse with a Minion. We know the clubhouse incident 

was not recorded in the presence of a visitor (Peter Cathcart suffered this 

indignity) and clue 5 also rules out the member delivering coal and now 

we know that it was Matthew Byatt was in the clubhouse clue 1 rules out 

Matthew as being the member who was wearing a silly hat and so by 

elimination he must have arrived to check the decorations on the 

Christmas Tree. 

Peter Cathcart who was down at the club on Monday cannot have been 

spotted by David Sexton, who spotted the hammer incident [clue 3] or by 

Phil Wimbush [clue 6] and clue 4 tells us that Patrick Rollin was present at 

the club on Wednesday, so it follows that Malcolm Parsons was present on 

Monday with Peter Cathcart. We know they were not in the clubhouse, the 
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steaming bay [clue 2] or the workshop [clue 3] so they must have been in 

the Booking Office. We know this incident occurred in the presence of a 

visitor and so clue 1 now rules out Matthew Byatt’s incident in the 

clubhouse as the one which took place on Tuesday. Likewise the steaming 

bay incident did not occur on Tuesday so this must have been the day 

when a Minion was encountered in the workshop. By elimination it must 

have been Mel Fuller who had this unfortunate experience. Therefore from 

clue 5 the Booking Office Incident must have involved tripping over a 

Chair on Monday and Patrick Rollin must have caught Matthew Byatt in 

the clubhouse on Wednesday. By further elimination Derek Elliot’s 

incident in the Steaming Bay must have taken place on Thursday so 

therefore he was not the member who forgot his hat [clue 1] and must 

therefore have been delivering coal when found in the steaming bay. This 

means that it must have been Mel Fuller who left his hat in the workshop 

and therefore he must have been wearing a rather more noteworthy 

substitute.  The Steaming Bay incident did not involve the mug of tea 

[clue 2] and so therefore must have involved Derek dropping a hammer on 

his foot. It therefore follows that it was David Sexton who was on hand at 

the time. This leaves Mel Fuller as the person captured by Phil Wimbush 

and Matthew Byatt as the man who spilled a cup of tea in the clubhouse. 
 
 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
 

Don’t Forget  
Members’ Running Days 

Saturday 19th May & 
Saturday 14th July 

 
There will be a barbecue on the afternoon of Saturday 14th July 

and this will also be the day when the Jack & Jill Playgroup 

makes their annual visit between 10.30 and 12.30. 
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Summer Programme 

 

May 2007 
 
Saturday 5th: Public Running Day 

Monday 7th: St. Lawrence Church Portable Track Run 

Saturday 19th: Members’ Running Day  
 

June 2007 

 
Saturday 2nd: Public Running Day 

 
July 2007 
 

Saturday 7th: Public Running Day 

Saturday 14th: Jack & Jill Playgroup Visit (10:30 to 12:30) 

   Members’ Running Day & Barbecue 

 

August 2007 
 

Saturday 4th: Public Running Day 

 
September 2007 

 

Saturday 1st:  Public Running Day 

Friday 7th to  Model Engineer Exhibition, Ascot Racecourse 

   Sunday 9th: 

Friday 28th:   Annual General Meeting 

 

October 2007 

 

Saturday 6th:   Public Running Day 



                                                                          


