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Cover Story 
 

During a working party in 
February the lamp posts, which 

featured on the cover of Ashpan No. 

65, were installed in their final 
positions. The one on the cover is by 

the level crossing, while the other 

(pictured below) is by the turntable.  
 

Now that they are finally installed, 

attention is turning to the provision 
of suitable heads for the posts. 

Malcolm Parsons is examining 

various examples from around the 
country. He hopes to come up with 

a suitable drawing from which a 

mock up 
can be 

made to see 

if it is in proportion to the posts. 
Manufacture of the heads may well 

then become a suitable summer 

project in the workshop on Friday 
evenings. 

 

In the meantime work is continuing to 
improve the appearance of the front of 

the site. The latest project has been 

the removal of a tree stump from near 
the gate in order to make room for a 

new edifice which will help bring 

IDSME‟s communications into the 
twentieth century, but more of that 

another time… 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Well the winter program has come to an end, the first public run of 

the season went pretty well, the portable track trailer is being 

titivated ready for its first outing of the year, and summer activities 

are kicking off.  And so the years continue. 

The last few months have been quite difficult within the club, with 

much disagreement among members, with hurt feelings and 

sections of the society feeling fed up and under valued. I guess these 

sorts of things occur in many organisations from time to time, but 

when it affects an organisation like IDSME which many of us 

regard as a haven from the rest of the world, it feels rather 

uncomfortable. The committee has been working at this in its recent 

meetings, and I hope that some of the issues that have given rise to 

this angst will start to resolve themselves. As ever, if you have 

anything you would like the committee to consider, bring it to the 

attention of myself, the secretary, or your favourite committee 

member, and it will be raised at the next committee meeting.   

One thing I would point out however is that the committee is not set 

up to resolve disagreements between members.  So if you are 

offended by something said or done by another member, talk to 

them, resolve it with them.  Don‟t send an „angry-of-IDSME‟ letter 

to the committee expecting them to act as judge, jury and 

executioner.  The committee has the job of running the society (see 

the recently discussed Articles) and cannot adjudicate on personal 

disagreements. 

And speaking of the Articles, there will be a vote at the AGM on a 

motion to accept the recent proposals for changes.  The final version 

of the proposed changes will be published somewhere around the 

end of July and there will be no further opportunity for discussion 

from then on.  They either all stand or all fall.  So if you have any 

concerns in this area, talk to the Articles sub-committee members 

(Peter Cathcart, David Sexton, Malcolm Parsons and Mel Fuller) 

pronto! 

Finally, enjoy the summer, and HAPPY Model Engineering. 
John Browning 
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
Ashpan 71 

 

This issue of Ashpan contains a number of articles and items 

contributed by various members of the society, so thank you to them 

for their efforts, especially those who had their arms twisted to 

produce something or who contributed more than one item. 

 

Boiler Tests 

 

As many of you will know new boiler testing regulations came into 

force at the beginning of the year. On page 7, Peter Pardington, one 

of the society‟s boiler testers, summarises the changes and how they 

will affect boiler tests conducted at IDSME. Please read this if you 

have, or in the near future, are likely to have a boiler that needs 

testing. 

 

Membership Survey Meeting 

 

As you may recall a questionnaire accompanied the last issue of 

Ashpan. The Secretary has been busy collating the results and a 

discussion open to all members will take place on Friday evening 

26th May. More details about this in the Secretary‟s Notes. 

 

Ashpan 72  

 

It is hoped to produce the next issue in time to be distributed with 

the AGM notices at the end of August. This all depends on suitable 

material being available to fill the space so if you feel like putting 

pen to paper or are just in a hurry to read the second part of Peter 

Reynolds‟ fascinating article, why not help the editorial process 

along by submitting your contribution to the editor by the August 

Running Day. 
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

Subscriptions for 2006/07 are now due.  The rates are £23 full, 

£14 pensioner or unwaged and £6 junior (under 18 and still 

full time at school).  If you don‟t think you‟ll be seeing Vic 

Barton, our Treasurer, in the coming weeks, you can always 

either post a cheque to me (address at front of Ashpan) or 

leave it in an envelope on the clubroom notice board. 

Thank you to those who filled in and returned the 

questionnaire initiated by the site sub committee, and sent out 

with the last Ashpan.  31 of 67 members responded and whilst 

the number and spread of responses isn‟t enough to give us a 

full picture of the society, it does give us helpful information to 

guide us.   

Something with hindsight I should have picked up on earlier 

was that the personal data sought drew us into the area 

covered by the Data Protection Act principles.  The main 

committee decided the right way to manage this was for the 

society secretary – who is also formally the company Data 

Controller for IDSME - to collate and analyse the survey in 

line with the DPA. 

The survey report was considered at the committee meeting on 

19th April.  We‟ve agreed the report and its appendix of all the 

comments should be available to all members and if a copy is 

not enclosed with this Ashpan then there will be a copy on the 

clubroom notice board and you can collect a personal copy 

either from the clubroom or by contacting me.  Do, please, take 

the time to read it.  The only difference from the committee 

copy is that the list of members responding has been removed. 

IDSME is about its members and the survey strongly 

reinforced this.  People become members through knowing 

members, they join because they like the company of fellow 

members and the vision for the future is built around the 

friendships made and the atmosphere of the society.  With 
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that in mind, the committee felt the best way forward is to 

have general discussion on the findings of the survey and the 

issues around it.  We‟ve set this for the evening of Friday 26th 

May.  Please join in. 

One message from the survey was that the winter programme 

is very important to many members and there are ways we 

can do better.  As several of you know, it‟s not easy being 

Programme Secretary and Peter Cathcart has held the fort for 

the last four years.  Mel Fuller and I have volunteered to join 

him in organising this winter‟s programme.  Whilst we‟re 

always on the lookout for good guest speakers, we‟d also like to 

encourage more of our own to come forward.  Not necessarily 

for a whole evening; we can combine two, three or four 

speakers on an evening, sharing a theme.  We‟ll be testing 

your views on our ideas for various programme evenings over 

the coming months.  And my thanks to Mark Hamlin who has, 

I understand, already found four possible outside speakers for 

the coming winter. 

To close on a personal note, I knew the summer season had 

started at IDSME when, on the Friday before Easter, I 

attempted to complete digging around the tree stump by the 

gate to loosen it for removal.  Having arrived early at 6pm, I 

was delighted by the number of members who came in 

through the gate from 7.30pm and stopped to offer me 

encouragement and advice.  The President personally 

sharpened the old hand axe for me and a consortium led by 

the Treasurer hastened to set up electric light so I could 

continue working after dusk.  They weren‟t even defeated by a 

broken lamp and searched out another lamp on a lead instead.  

The audience was tremendous – at least twelve sitting on the 

track trolleys or standing watching.   

Sadly the Vice Chairman, a bit newer than most, did 

eventually break ranks and join me in my deep moat to help 

speed up digging.  No-one was more surprised than I when at 

9.15pm we both stood on the stump to rock it and it fell over.  
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The cheer from our audience was lovely but I was concerned 

I‟d let you down by finishing so early.  I will, of course, now be 

considering other similar activities for the summer 

programme, such as cutting up the stump, removing the 

stump, filling the hole, casting the telephone kiosk foundation 

and so on.  Do feel free to join me – audience participation is 

always most welcome! 

 

David Sexton, Secretary 

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

 

RAILWAY HISTORY 
Peter Reynolds 

 

For those of you interested in Railway History the existence of a free 

research facility has come to my attention. It is ‘The Railway Studies 

Collection’ and is located on the first floor above a public library run by 

Devon Library Services. 

 The material available for study is in the form of books, leaflets, 

timetables, drawings, maps and magazines with an extensive collection 

of postcards and slides. All the information is arranged according to the 

classification scheme based on that devised by George Ottley for his 

‘Bibliography of Railway History’.  If you are into railway history you 

will already have Ottley’s three volumes or at least be aware of his 

system. 

Access is free, there is no need to book before visiting and no reader’s 

ticket is required. The collection is housed on the first floor of the 

Newton Abbot Library, Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 

2RJ. Tel 01626 206422. 

 The opening hours are Wednesday 10-1pm, 2-5pm Thursday 2-5pm 

and limited access Saturday 10-1pm and 2-4pm. 

If you are not in Devon or can not get there they do deal with postal 

enquiries c/o Newton Abbot Library or by email to 

Railway.Library@devon.gov.uk  

More information can be found on the internet at  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/etched?_IXP_=1&_IXR=100306 
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Peter Pardington summarises the new boiler testing 

regulations, as they will be applied at IDSME. 

 
1. The new regulations came into force on the 1st of January 

this year.  
2. Existing certificates with expiry dates later than 1st 

January will remain valid until expiry.  
3. Each boiler shall have a unique identification number 

indelibly marked upon it.  
4. The owner of any boiler must calculate the capacity of the 

boiler in Bar-Litres. (Working Pressure, measured in Bars, 

multiplied by the total capacity of the boiler, measured in 
litres).  

5. The hydraulic test is now for ten minutes duration instead 

of the previous twenty minutes and is valid for up to four 
years at the boiler testers‟ discretion.  

6. Boilers with an existing certificate less than fourteen 

months old will not need a new hydraulic test. The existing 
certificate should be presented when submitting the boiler 

for the first time under the new regulations, so that all the 

relevant data can be transferred to the new record card. In 
addition, owners should retain all documentation both old 

and new so that it may be passed on to any subsequent 

owner.  
7. New regulations require a visual inspection when cold and 

a steam test. If satisfactory, a new certificate will be 

issued. (If the existing certificate is more than fourteen 
months old then a new hydraulic test must be made)   

8. A new steam test will be required at intervals of not more than 

fourteen months, irrespective of any existing certificate in force.  
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9. The old system gave a recommendation of fourteen years as 

the interval between removals of the boiler cladding, 

fittings etc. to allow a full visual examination, but the new 
regulations give a maximum of ten years.  

10. The Southern Federation will be keeping a record of all 

boiler inspections. Every owner is responsible for keeping a 
record of any maintenance, checks, repairs, changes of 

fittings etc. and such record must be presented at the time 

of the next test. If a boiler fails its test, there is no point in 
taking it to another club as the Southern Federation will 

pick up the fact that it has already failed.   
11. Boiler owners must provide proof of hydraulic and steam 

tests every time model is run on our, or any other, 

premises, including portable track runs and other societies. 

The certificates may be checked by the Loco 
Superintendent, the Chief Engineer or the Fat Controller 

on the day and the fact recorded in the track log. (On a 

portable track run this should be done by the Fat 
Controller )  

12. Any structural repairs / alterations etc. invalidate the 

certificate and the boiler must be re-tested. Any boiler that 
is scrapped must be reported as such so that it can be 

deleted from Southern Federation records.  
13. Boilers under construction should be inspected by testers 

at least twice during construction. (IDSME‟s system is 

more thorough).  
14. It is the responsibility of the boiler owner to prepare the boiler for 

inspection. Any plugs, fittings etc. that are required must be 

supplied. In cases where a model is not fitted with a hand pump or 

where the boiler is removed from the model then  two  ¼ x 40 male 

fittings will be required, otherwise one will suffice.  
15. For any commercially built boiler the owner should verify that the 

design meets the criteria laid down in the new regulation (get a 

copy, if in doubt). All published boiler designs should also be 

checked, as some of these are now many years old. 
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President’s Charity 

 
The April Running Day saw the President, Peter Pardington, 

present a cheque for £330 to his nominated charity, the 

Paediatric Occupational Therapy Department at Hillingdon 
Hospital. This was the same charity as last year but the 

amount donated was substantially greater this time. 

The cheque was received by Carol Lyons, the senior 
occupational therapist, who was pleasantly surprised by the 

increase. 

Most of the extra money came from the £180 raised through 
the sale of 2005 Christmas Slide Show DVD and video. Thank 

you to all those who contributed by buying a copy. As it was 

the 25th Slide Show, the organising team thought it 
appropriate to make it available for sale and raise some extra 

money for the President‟s Charity at the same time. There are 
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still a limited 

number of DVDs 

and videos 
available and if 

you would like a 

copy please 
contact the editor 

of Ashpan. The 

cost is £12, of 
which £10 goes 

towards the 

President‟s 
Charity, in this 

case forming the nucleus of next year‟s donation. In the 

meantime thoughts are now turning to what can be done to 
raise money for next year‟s President‟s Charity. Ideas on a 

postcard to… 

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

 

Mine ‘o’ Tour 
The answer 

 
By The Bobby 

 
The Light Switch was on Level Three (clue3). Since Malcolm Parsons 

visited Level Four (clue 5), clue 1 tells us that the Mine Locomotive 

cannot have been on Level Six because that would imply that the 

veteran slate mine explorer on Level Four was Peter Pardington, not 

Malcolm. Clue 4 shows that the Green Doors were not on the lowest 

level and clue 5 proves the Gnomes’ Grotto was not on this level either. 

The remains of the cap lamp are ruled out by clue 7 and, so, by 

elimination, Level Six must be where the Deep Puddle was. It therefore 

follows that Derek Smith was Tom Haynes’ companion on Level Six 

(clues 2 & 6). We now know neither Malcolm nor Derek Smith visited 

Level One. Likewise David Sexton and Chris Cobley were not on this 
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level (clue 7), and Mel Fuller could not have been on the highest level 

(clue 4). Clues 1 & 3 taken together rule out Level One for Peter 

Pardington, since that would imply that the Mine Loco was on level 3, 

in contradiction of clue 3. Therefore, by elimination, the veteran slate 

mine explorer on Level One must have been Peter Reynolds. His novice 

companion was not Peter Cathcart or Derek Elliot (clue 8), and we 

know he was not Tom Haynes or Chris Cobley. Nor can he have been 

Colin Reid (clue 1) so he must have been David Collins, and the Green 

Doors are therefore on Level One (clue 4). Clue 5 now tells us that the 

Gnomes’ Grotto which we know was not on Levels One & Three must 

be on Level Two and clue 4 tells us that it was Mel Fuller who was 

wincing at the embarrassing memories they brought back. Peter 

Pardington cannot have been on Level Five (clue 1) so by elimination 

he must have been on Level Three where he once again decided to see 

what would happen if he switched off the lights. Also from clue 1, now 

that we know which level Peter Pardington was on we can say that 

Colin Reid was on Level Four with Malcolm, and the Mine Locomotive 

was on Level Five when first found, although it might subsequently 

have been moved during the visit. By elimination, the veteran slate mine 

explorer on that level must have been David Sexton, with Chris Cobley 

and the item found on Level Four must have been the remains of the 

home made cap lamp. Clue 8 places Peter Cathcart with Mel Fuller on 

Level Two and Derek Elliott with Peter Pardington on Level Three. 

 

In Summary 

 

Level Veteran  Novice   Item of Interest 

1 Peter Reynolds David Collins  Green Doors 

2 Mel Fuller  Peter Cathcart  Gnomes’ Grotto 

3 Peter Pardington Derek Elliott  Light Switch 

4 Malcolm Parsons Colin Reid  Cap Lamp 

5 David Sexton  Chris Cobley  Mine Loco 

6 Derek Smith  Tom Haynes  Deep Puddle 

 

On the day following their mine exploration, our intrepid party of 

Idsmeites went and climbed a mountain. The traces of IDSME visits 

past that they found up there is another story entirely… 
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Efforts being made during the March 

working party to remove the tree stump by 

the gate. It finally succumbed in April! 

 

 

 

 
 

The first 

passenger train 
of the 2006 

season, Derek 

Elliott at the 
controls. 

 

 
All Photos 

this page 

 Patrick Rollin 
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46 YEARS A VOLUNTEER 

By Peter Reynolds. 

 

It all sort of started Whitsun 1959 with a visit to North 

Wales when my wife and I took my daughter to see her Great 

Grandmother. Having left Daughter with doting 

Grandmother and Great Grandmother we set off with my 

cousin and his wife for a day out.  

In due course we arrived in Porthmadog, or Portmadoc as it 

was in those days, only to find no sign of any activity at the 

Ffestiniog Railway station. Something did seem to be 

happening at the other end of the Cob so we set off in that 

direction and that‟s how I found Boston Lodge Works. 

Although I was aware of the efforts to resuscitate the railway 

I was unaware that they had a proper works with erecting 

shop, machine shop etc. The thought that they might let me 

loose in the place led me to join the Ffestiniog Railway 

Preservation Society. The problem then was how do you go 

about volunteering and, having done so, how to get there. 

To digress, for the benefit of the younger readers, not many 

of us had motor cars at that time and while Dr Beeching had 

not yet decimated the railways, Porthmadog was still a long 

way from Hillingdon. Getting there was not going to be cheap 

however one did it. Those were the days when we were hard 

up and happy, although I don‟t think we were aware of it at 

the time. 

From the Society magazine I found there was a London area 

group so I joined them and found out from their news letter 

that they organized regular working party visits to the 

railway. 

The working party arrangements were:- 

 Pick up outside Baker Street Tube station Mid-night 

Friday, drive to North Wales stopping in Atherstone 

at the all night transport café for a meal ( I found out 

that if you were careful what you ate and/or you were 
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lucky you could miss out on the tummy upset), stop 

again in Llangollen for a pee, arrive in Porthmadog 

at around 6:30am Saturday. 

 Work all day Saturday and Sunday. 

 Leave Porthmadog late Sunday afternoon to arrive 

back at Baker Street Tube station, hopefully in time 

to get a train home. 

 

During out of season months accommodation was provided 

by “Owens Temperance Hotel” in Porthmadog High Street. 

Mrs. Owen also fed us including breakfast when we arrived 

on Saturday. 

As it was out of season and no one else stopped there at the 

weekend we got all this for £2.18s.6d providing two people 

shared a room. Transport cost depended on how many people 

traveled and varied between 5 and 10 shillings. 

 

So, one Friday night in October 1959 found me outside Baker 

Street Tube station at 11:30pm meeting the rest of the 

motley crew that were to form 

that month‟s London area group 

working party. At around 

midnight a Bedford minibus 

pulled up and we all piled in 

and off we went to North Wales. 

On the Saturday I experienced 

my first bit of FR politics. It 

would seem that Mr. Garraway, 

the General Manager did not 

exactly see eye to eye with Mr. 

Hilton the Works manager with  

 

The only bit of track that I 

worked on at ‘Cemetery Bridge,’ 

over a year later 22/04/61 
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regard to what the volunteers should do. The outcome was 

that I spent my first weekend on the FR digging up and 

relaying railway track, not my idea of fun and not why I had 

gone all that way. However I made contact with the works 

manager and it was agreed that in future I was to ignore the 

GM and turn up at the works and that‟s what I did from then 

on. This did not please the GM and I do not think he ever 

spoke to me again, even on social occasions. 

 

On my next visit in November I duly presented my self to 

Dick Hilton, the Works Manager, who welcomed me with  

“ah you‟re the bloke that works for Babcocks, so you must 

know about boilers. Go and take the boiler off that railway 

engine”. So there I was faced with a Fairlie loco without the 

tanks and cab but still with its boiler. 

 

Now we must again digress. Boston Lodge Works at this time 

had no electrical supply as such. There was a light duty 

single phase domestic supply that supplied about 3 or 4 - 40 

watt bulbs and the odd hand lead. There were no power tools 

like drills or grinders. There was no heating. The big 

machine tools were all driven via line shafting by a large 

single cylinder oil engine that was a pig to start. There was 

also a small 4 cylinder car engine that would, if it was not too 

cold, provide enough power via the line shaft to work the 

drill. There were no hydraulic jacks but there was an odd 

block and tackle of doubtful vintage. The floor was wood but 

not very good wood. 

The general procedure at the weekend was to try to do 

machining on Sunday so that the oil engine need only be 

started the once. Some work could be done with the small 

engine but it be could be difficult to start and very easy to 

stall if you were a bit heavy handed on the drilling machine. 
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Now back to the problem in hand: How to get the boiler off 

the rest of the engine. A few enquiries revealed that I only 

had to lift it up high enough to get the power bogies out so 

that made things a bit easier. A bit of rooting around 

unearthed four large screw jacks. By large I mean large; it 

took most of the morning to get them any where near the 

loco. I then set about making four brackets to bolt onto the 4 

tank brackets on the side of the boiler. Due to the machining 

problems these were cut to size and the holes drilled with an 

oxy-acetylene torch. That was my first Saturday‟s work, now 

all I had to do on Sunday was to jack the boiler up. 

 

I arrived at the works on Sunday morning bright and early 

keen to jack the boiler up only to find that we were all 

expected to join in and help with the starting of the oil 

engine. This involved first lighting a blow lamp which was 

put on top of the oil engine in such a position that it played 

on a copper plug in the cylinder head. The next task was to 

start the small car engine and once this was running to 

engage the clutch very carefully to get all the line shafting 

turning. This had to be done carefully due to the oil in the 

shafting bearings being cold. It would seem that is was quite 

normal for the engine to stall at least twice when doing this. 

We then left the blow lamp going and the small engine 

running and went off to tea. 

Returning half an hour later, the copper plug on top of the oil 

engine now being red hot, it was declared time to start the oil 

engine. This was quite a performance which would not 

impress today‟s HSE, but was one of those little things that 

used to make life interesting. There was only just sufficient 

room between the engine and the wall to put the starting 

handle on and as the engine was in the corner and it took 

two people to turn the handle this meant that the poor chap 

in corner could not get out once the starting handle was on. 

As the handle did not auto release when the engine fired it 
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could be quite hairy if you did not get the starting handle off 

quickly when the engine fired as once it was going there was 

no way you could hang on to it to get it off and no way out for 

the chap in the corner. 

 

Having taken part in the engine starting saga, I returned to 

the boiler jacking. As the brackets were already on the boiler, 

this only involved getting the jacks in position and jacking it 

up. The jacks were screw jacks, and since the boiler had to go 

up more or less level, it meant that I had to turn the each 

jack a bit at a time. I soon found that I could do two turns on 

each which cut down the walking a bit. 

 

Returning after lunch I noticed things were not as level as 

they should have been. The problem was soon found; instead 

of pushing the boiler up, one of the jacks was going down 

through the wood floor. Although the wood floor was really 

rotten there was no way I could get the jack out on my own, 

in the time left, so it was off home with the job only part 

done. 

 

The foregoing is typical of a weekend working in the works. 

Arrive early Saturday full of get up and go but end up on 

Sunday wondering why you bothered. However, in spite of all 

the frustration, it must be said the early years in the works 

were fun, the work was hard but there was usually some 

where along the line where one ended up with a sense of 

achievement. 

 

Over the next few visits I continued to work on the same loco 

which was Merddin Emrys. My contribution to its return to 

service was small but at least I had helped. Someone had 

decided that Merddin Emrys should be running by the 

Ffestiniog Railway Society AGM on 22nd April 1961. This was 

a bit optimistic because in March the loco was still in bits. 
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Merddin 

Emrys 

Boiler up 

on packing 

April 1960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevertheless on the 22nd April, the loco was lit up for the 

first time. As the pressure rose, so the leaks appeared. There 

was steam and hot water all over the place, so it was corn 

flour into the feed tanks and then into the boiler. It helped a 

bit but we still had our own fog. Some one was then sent 

post-haste into Porthmadog to buy as much “Scotts Porridge 

Oats” as they could. In due course they arrived back and into 

the loco went the porridge oats. There did not seem to be 

much improvement, so there was a discussion about where 

was the best place to get horse manure, when it was noticed 

that the steam was clearing and shortly after most of the 

leaks stopped. At least it was easy to see the water in the 

gauge glass as it was white. We also had a gauge glass break 

but that was soon sorted even though one of the shut off 

valves would not close. Finally everything in the works yard 

that would run was hooked on and off we all went for a test 

run. 
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Although there was a certain amount of steam escaping from 

where it should not, the test was declared a success and the 

loco would help pull the FR AGM special that afternoon. 

Now, at this time the loco had no cab, and not only that it 

had nothing to stop either the driver or fireman falling off 

the footplate (those of you that have seen the FR Fairlies will 

know how narrow the footplate is). Also the loco had no 

brakes, but this was not seen as a problem, as it was to 

double head the train with the other Fairlie, “Taliesin” 

(which was due to be renamed that afternoon “Earl of 

Merioneth”). As Taliesin had both hand and vacuum brakes 

it should be alright. 
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The AGM afternoon was a great success. Merddin Emrys was 

hidden away up the line until the “special” from Paddington 

had arrived in Minffordd BR station and the “Members” had 

assembled for the naming of the “Earl”. Once that was over 

and before they could board the FR train for their traditional 

ride, Merddin Emrys hoved into view, (I was going to say 

„glided serenely‟ but I think „hoved‟ better fit‟s a half-built 

loco appearing out of a cloud of its own steam.) The reaction 

of the „Members had to be seen to be believed; full grown men 

nearly wetting themselves over a half-built leaking steam 

loco. That was the day I realised there were railway 

enthusiasts and the other lot; as a result I have never 

attended another FR AGM although I am still a Society 

member. 

I suppose one should not be too unkind because without the 

money from what, today, we call „gricers‟ the rest of us would 

not have the wherewithal to convert lumps of rusty metal 

back into working machines. 

 

The AGM special went off up the line and I spent a restful 

afternoon as part of the breakdown train crew. We were 

parked about half way up the line with a Diesel loco and a 

wagon full of jacks, crow bars and bits of wood in case the 

special fell off the lines. Not that unlikely as half the rail 

chairs were nailed to turfs. 

The afternoon passed without event and in due course we 

returned to Boston Lodge to find long faces. It would seem 

that the excitement of charging of up the line with a train 

after god knows how many years rusting away had been too 

much for Merddin and the bottom end firebox had started to 

leak almost enough to put the fire out. 

As the aficionados were expecting their evening train to be 

pulled by two Fairlies, I said I would re-caulk the bottom end 

fire box with the loco in steam. So we shovelled out the fire 

from the bottom end fire box, pulled out the fire bars and 
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with the fire still in the top end box put the loco in what was 

known as the long shed, over the wheel drop. This enabled 

me to put a ladder up into the fire box and I climbed up 

armed with a short handled sledge hammer and a couple of 

caulking tools. It was leaking a fair bit when I climbed in but 

nothing like it did when I hit the caulking tool. Fifty years or 

so of muck, plus the corn flour and Scotts porridge oats came 

out and then I really did have a leak. As the fire-hole door 

was open one could still just about breathe although there 

were those watching who were beginning to panic. I 

understand that it looked worse for those on the outside. 

I set too and re caulked all four sides of the inner fire box. I 

much prefer to do caulking with pressure in the vessel as you 

can at least see if you are getting anywhere. However being 

inside a narrow gauge Fairlie fire box while it is in steam is 

not some thing I would recommend. Anyway the job was 

done, the fire bars and 

fire were put back in 

and the loco ran as 

part of the evening 

train. I must have lost 

half a stone; it wasn‟t 

half hot in there. 

 

 

 

Merddin Emrys Bottom 

End Fire Box  

 

 

 

To be continued… 
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IT'S NOT A SHED... 
Malcolm Parsons 

 

With the rain lashing against my window as I write this I'm 
glad I'm not at the bleak top end terminal of the Crich 

Tramway, some 900 ft up in the Derbyshire Peaks. 

Happily, whenever I have visited Crich it has been a pleasant 
day and, even if not, from the top it is but a three minute 

journey by electric tramcar to the pleasant and sheltered 

passing place of Wakebridge. The main feature there is an 
octagonal wooden structure used as a catering building. 

 

Discussions about the future of IDSME's buffet led me to 
think of the Wakebridge building - what about an IDSME 

Catering Pavilion? Straightaway, I have to say this is 

unashamedly a reworking of the A-Team proposal for a 
separate building, by the Parry Canal, put forward at the 2004 

AGM. 



 

May 2006                                                                           25  



                                                                        Ashpan Number 71 26 

The A-Team idea was a simple structure, an unashamed 

'quick fix' but which, as one of its proponents said, "could be 

'titivated' by the Backwards Towards Tomorrow team". 
My suggestion is a building approx 8'6" square with an angled 

section across one corner for the servery (that's posh for 

counter). The public wouldn't enter our building but it would 
have all the facilities needed: sink and drainer, work surfaces, 

storage and, importantly, staff seating. A stable-style door 

could be open/half/closed according to needs. A paved area in 
front of the servery would provide an element of hard-standing 

and incorporate the existing water mains manhole. 

 
My initial thought (inspired by a commercial Summerhouse 

catalogue) was wooden construction although security may 

demand something more substantial. With the angled wall 
section, the roof would be distinctive - dare I suggest GWR 

Pagoda style? Whatever. But as a Catering Pavilion it would 

of course have to be painted white and 'decorated' to give some 
character. 

 

My belief is that it has advantages over trying to rework the 
existing kitchen/buffet within its fixed confines. It does not 

compromise any development of the clubhouse. It could be 

built with little disruption, does not compromise the level 
crossing area and would be more visible to potential 

customers. It has already been suggested that the structure 

should be tucked right back into the corner over the Parry 
Canal and no doubt someone can come up with a list of 

disadvantages, too... 

 
But as a kick-off for a discussion... just remember, it's a 

Catering Pavilion, not a shed!  

 
Malcolm Parsons. 
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Painting the Forth Bridge 
 

by David Sexton 

 

Stretching for 1½ miles across the Firth of Forth and carrying 
the railway from Edinburgh to Dundee and Aberdeen, the 

Forth Bridge is an unmistakable image of Scotland.  It‟s 

recognised the world over – even the pound coin in your pocket 
may have the bridge on it.  And the huge structure has kept a 

gang of painters busy since its completion.  It‟s the never 

ending job, isn‟t it?  Painting the Forth Bridge.  But by next 
year the steelwork will have been covered with a coating that 

should last for at least twenty years and the painting will 

pause.  I was fortunate enough earlier this year to see the 
work close up. . 

My visit started at North Queensferry station early on a mild 

January morning.  We were collected by one of the Works 
Supervisors who drove us down the hill, past the old stone  

Looking south across the Firth of Forth from Battery Point.  
The main bridge support tubes are so big they could 

accommodate a London Tube train. 
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buildings and the natural harbour where the foot ferries used 

to ply their trade, and out onto Battery Point, the peninsular 

from which the northernmost cantilever of the great bridge 
stretches. 

The first railway crossing of the Firth of Forth near its mouth 

was also a ferry, a train ferry between Grant and Burntisland, 
designed by Thomas Bouch for the North British Railway and 

opened in 1850.  It was successful but slow, and vulnerable to 

bad weather.  Various plans for bridges culminated in work 
starting in 1878 on a suspension bridge designed by Bouch but 

stopped in 1879 following the collapse of the Tay Bridge 

during a storm; the Tay Bridge had also been designed by 
Bouch. 

 

Fresh proposals were invited for the Forth Bridge and in 
September 1881 Sir John Fowler and Benjamin Baker were 

instructed to complete their proposed design based on three 

double cantilevers with suspension spans between.  This was 
developed into the present bridge with main spans of 1,700 ft 

– greater at the time than any other bridge in the world.   

 
We drove into the site compound where we met one of the 

resident bridge engineers and were given a safety briefing.  

We were then issued with the full protective clothing of hard 
hat, goggles, gloves and heavy waterproofs, and walked the 

short distance to the bridge control.  Going onto the bridge has 

the same safety token arrangement as going down a mine – a 
far cry from the more mute Victorian approach to safety where 

57 of the 4,500 workers lost their lives during the bridge‟s 

construction.  The bridge towered over us, the deck 156ft 
above our heads. 

 

Leaving the compound we walked to the foot of the bridge pier 
and ascended several flights of scaffold stairs to the temporary 

lift, fixed to the side of one of the main columns.  The Forth 

Bridge was the first major British bridge to be built in steel, 
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rather than in wrought iron, a change made possible by the 

perfecting of the open-hearth process which produced much 

more reliable steel than the Bessemer one.  In an 
understandable reaction to the Tay Bridge collapse, the Board 

of Trade stipulated an ability to withstand a huge wind force 

of 56lb per sq ft, effectively requiring a rigid frame.  The 
massive 12ft diameter support columns – actually quite 

slender in comparison with the span length – required a new 

approach to bridge engineering, as did the allowance for 
thermal movement without loss of rigidity.   

 

The lift clattered down to us and the morning shift of welders 
and painters stepped past us to the portacabins for their first 

rest break.  We entered the lift cage and started our grinding 

ascent.  The mesh cage felt very open and although the views 
were spectacular, I was glad when we got to the top and were 

able to step out onto the temporary timber deck, some 361ft 

above the ground.  

View from North Queensferry station.  The scaffold decking is 
clearly visible on the top of the nearest span.  The track layout  

allows easy single line working during maintenance. 
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The bridge took seven years to build.  Four of these were in 

preparing the foundations, using caissons made on site and 

sunk, with compressed air working.  Erection of the steelwork 
started in 1886, and the bridge – fully tested – was opened by 

the Prince of Wales on 4th March 1890.  It was owned and 

maintained by a consortium of the North British, Great 
Northern, North Eastern and Midland Railways, called the 

Forth Bridge Company, whilst the NBR worked and 

maintained the railway. 
 

Close to, it was clear how the harsh weather and salt spray 

had taken its toll of the steelwork.  This wasn‟t simply a 
painting job; badly corroded sections had to be cut out and 

renewed.  The two-pack coating required the steel surface to 

be blasted with a highly abrasive grit so that it had both a 
mechanical and a chemical bonding.  Scaffolding can only help 

to a limited degree and much of the work had to be done by 

abseiling and by use of the „Bosun‟s Chair‟. Many of the men 
employed had worked on the North Sea oil rigs and had been 

attracted to the Forth Bridge contract by similar rates of pay 

but more sociable living arrangements.   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
On top of the bridge looking north down the line to  

North Queensferry station and beyond to the  

Ochil Hills and Tay Estuary. 
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I could see clearly how the main steel columns were inclined 

inwards, from 120ft apart at the base to 33ft apart at the top.  

It was possible to look through the grid of scaffold tubes down 
to the bridge deck 205 ft below and watch a ScotRail train run 

through.  I wasn‟t the first IDSME member to the top of the 

Forth Bridge – that honour goes to Malcolm Parsons – but I 
was able to join the small number of people who have stood on 

the top and felt it rock gently to and fro as a train passes 

through its giant spans.   
 

Through the latticework of girders and scaffold you can just see 
the cab and roof of an Aberdeen-bound train as it speeds across 

the bridge 

 
West of us in the morning haze was the 1966 road suspension 

bridge, and as it was the rush hour, traffic into Edinburgh was 

already queuing back over it.  Concerns over the strength of 
the cables have led to rumours of bridge restrictions or even 

closures – something Transport Scotland is keen to avoid 

given the importance of jobs in Edinburgh to the residents of 
Fife. 
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Just when we were getting used to being on top of the Firth of 

Forth, it was time to go back to the lift, as the painters and 

welders had finished their break. Now more familiar with the 
height, I wanted to view all four directions at once as we 

descended the side of the bridge.   

 
Down at the base of the bridge pier we looked up at work done 

– shiny red paint – and yet to be done – faded red and brown 

rust.  I asked about the legendary golden rivet.  It was the last 
of about 6½ million rivets – around 4,000 tons out of the 

54,000 tons of steelwork – was probably made of brass and 

was kept polished until the early 1940s when it and an 
accompanying plaque seem to have disappeared.  A 

replacement for both with a formal ceremony is planned at the 

conclusion of the coating project next year. 
 

 

 Descending in the lift cage, some fifty feet above the rail deck.  
There are large areas of rust on the untreated girders and the 

main tube. Beyond the bridge is the small harbour of  

North Queensferry. 
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Then it was time to pass back through bridge control, sign 

back our tokens and return to the main compound where we 

shed the encumbering safety clothing.  We would have liked to  
stay longer but we had to get back to Edinburgh for the real 

purpose of our visit to Scotland, a meeting with the Scottish 

Executive about their plans for the future investment in the 
rail network.  A swift bus ride to the station and a prompt 

connection meant we were soon travelling by train, back 

through the enormous cantilevers, that only thirty minutes 
previously we had stood on top of.  Unforgettable.   

 

And for those who missed the video evening on 20th January, 
or were misguided enough to shun the assembled company 

and go to the workshop practice, I did make and show a ten 

minute video of the visit and can easily be persuaded to show 
it again one evening this summer if anyone is interested.  

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

 
 

Don’t Forget  
Member’s Running Days 

Saturday 20th May & 
Saturday 22nd July 

 

 

There will be a barbecue on the afternoon of Saturday 22nd 
July and this will also be the day when the Jack & Jill 

Playgroup makes their annual visit between 10.30 and 12.30. 
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Summer Programme 

 

May 2006 
 

Monday 1st: Portable Track Run, St Lawrence‟s 
 Church, Eastcote. 

Saturday 6th:  Public Running Day. 

Saturday 20th: Members Running Day. 
Friday 26th:  Discussion of Members Survey Findings 

 

June 2006 
 

Saturday 3rd: Public Running Day. 

Saturday 17th: Portable Track Run, Ickenham Festival 
    Swakeleys House. 

 

July 2006 
 

Saturday 1st:  Public Running Day. 

Sunday 2nd:  Portable Track Run, Phil‟s School. 
Saturday 22nd: Member‟s Running Day & Barbecue. 

 

August 2006 
 

Saturday 5th: Public Running Day. 

 
September 2006 

 

Saturday 2nd:  Public Running Day. 
Friday 29th:  Annual General Meeting. 

 

October 2006 
 

Saturday 7th: Public Running Day. 


