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Cover Story 
 

Way back in Ashpan No 17, in September 1981, there 
appeared on page 8 the first half of the winter programme for 

winter of 1981/82. Down near the bottom was the following 

entry:  
 

„December 18 – Christmas Party (ask later for details!!!)‟ 

 
This turned out to be the first of the now infamous IDSME 

Christmas Slide Shows. The following year the event was 

described in the following terms: 
 

 „17th – If you‟re already getting fed-up with Channel 4 come 

along to our Special Christmas Slide Show.‟ 
 [Editor‟s note: Channel 4 was launched in November 1982].  

 

By the following year, where the description in Ashpan was: 
 

 „ …and the Christmas Slide Show on 16 December. This will 

include a Round-up of 1983; 10 years of North Wales Trips and 
the usual, highly slanderous, IDSME Panto-on-slide…,‟  

 

it will be realised that in only two years the Slide Show had 
established itself as a regular and extremely  popular part of 

IDSME‟s winter programme. So popular is it in fact that it is 

now one of the best meetings to distribute new issues of 
Ashpan because of the high attendance.  

Those who have done the maths will realise that while this 

December is the twenty fourth anniversary of that first slide 
show it will of course see the Twenty-Fifth Christmas Slide 

Show. This is a remarkable achievement by the small team of, 

initially two, later four, members who have produced a 
consistently high standard of entertainment. 
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Over the years we have learnt the significance of the number 

five, how to make tea, why you should always switch off your 

mobile phone during the slide show, when and when not to 
give award acceptance speeches, the location of the legendary 

Wheel Barrow Graveyard, the identity of the last lighthouse 

keeper on the Waterloo & City Line and many other things 
that you hoped other members had forgotten all about. 

 

As the years have passed, the standard of production has gone 
up enormously and in reality the Slide Show is now very much 

a multi-media production. The cover photograph shows three 

of the four „minions‟* hard at work recording the audio sound 
track for last year‟s Christmas 

Slide Show. It was recorded 

straight onto the computer 
allowing it to be edited 

afterwards, with sound effects 

and music added before being 
exported onto an ordinary 

audio CD. Incidentally the 

fourth minion was behind the 
camera at the time but he too 

had his turn in front of the 

Microphone. 
 

During the first slide show we followed the adventures of 

Pierre Pete in „The French Connection‟ but this year Paxton 
Rombush Productions will be revealing…, well you‟ll just have 

to wait and see. 

 
 

* For many years the Slide Show has been attributed to 

Paxton-Rombush Productions Ltd under the august but 
reclusive leadership of Sir Cyril Paxton-Rombush. The team 

which actually produces the slide show has thus become known 

as the Minions to Sir Cyril. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

Welcome to Simon Tilbury and Marc Fuller (no relation to 
Mel) who joined us recently.   

 

All three sub committees have been busy.  The site sub 
committee has evaluated four different options for improving 

the kitchen and concluded the best option is to ask the Scouts 

if they are prepared to let us have or use some of their 
adjoining land.  Bob Proudfoot has undertaken to do this.  The 

articles sub committee presented their suggestions for 

improving our articles of association at the club night on 25th 
November.  These were broadly endorsed but a number of 

useful ideas for change were also put forward by members 

present.  These will be considered and a further articles 
presentation made to a Friday meeting before Easter.  I would 

tell you about the third sub committee; that of the Friday 

nights in the Soldier‟s Return, but Rule Three applies. 
 

The Southern Federation of Model Engineering Societies has 

just published the new boiler test standards, agreed across our 
hobby with the HSE and taking into account the latest 

changes in legislation.  Our boiler testers are reviewing the 

documentation and will guide us on how our standards and 
procedures should be changed.  The changes take effect from 

1st January 2006 but I don‟t think many – if any – members 

have boiler tests due in January or February, giving us a little 
more time to make any changes. 

 

We‟ve also received information from the Southern Federation 
of changes some societies have made to their procedures to 

take account of the Children Act 1989.  The implications are 

being considered by Mel Fuller and Peter Cathcart for the 
committee and they will advise us if we need to take further 
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action to protect children and vulnerable adults in our 

activities. 

 
Lest your new diaries be too empty, can I invite you to fill 

them with our two site working parties on the first Saturdays 

in February (4th) and March (4th) respectively.  As in previous 
years, we plan to do a lot of gardening and heavier site 

maintenance, with a skip ordered on 4th March to get rid of a 

year‟s worth of rubbish. 
 

We aim to celebrate the start of our 2006 public running 

season on Saturday 1st April by handing over a cheque to the 
President‟s Charity.  We were all impressed with the nice 

letter and good practical way last year‟s recipient, the 

Hillingdon Hospital Paediatric Unit, used the donation so 
Peter Pardington has nominated them again for this year.  

Please pass any donations to the Treasurer. 

 
David Sexton 

 

 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv   

 

 

Seasons 
Greetings 

to all  
Ashpan Readers 
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
AGM Changes 
 
At the AGM Mark Hamlin stepped down as treasurer and Vic 

Barton was elected to the committee in his place. The full 
committee for 2005/06 is therefore: Chairman, John Browning; 

Vice Chairman, Peter Cathcart; President, Peter Pardington; 

Secretary, David Sexton; Treasurer, Vic Barton; Public 
Relations Officer, Ian Mortimer and Committee Member, Mel 

Fuller. 

 
Exhibitions 
 
Once again IDSME has display stands at both The Model 

Engineer Exhibition and The London Model Engineering 
Exhibition. The Model Engineer Exhibition is on for three 

days from Thursday 29th to Saturday 31st December 2005 and 

is being held at Sandown Park, the same venue as in recent 
years. The London Model Engineering Exhibition is once again 

being held at Alexandra Palace. Also lasting three days it is 

being held from Friday 20th January to Sunday 22nd January 
2006. IDSME‟s attendance at these shows is being organised 

by Peter Pardington, with assistance from one or two others. 

 
Ashpan 71 
 
Thank you to those who have submitted contributions for this 

issue of Ashpan. Without them it would have been a very thin 
issue indeed. Production of Ashpan very much depends on 

contributions from members. Therefore why not make it a 

New Years Resolution that during 2006 you will write an 
article or otherwise make a contribution to Ashpan. The plan 

is that the next issue of Ashpan will be published at the end of 

April and so any contributions should be with the editor by the 
April Running Day. 
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Ticket Sales 2005 
 

Another Running Season 

is over and as in past 

years we publish the 

total ticket sales for each 

of our public running 

days this year. As you 

can see the numbers are 

slightly down on last 

year, and we never quite 

reached 1000 tickets in a 

single running day. 

However the total 

income generated by this 

year‟s ticket sales is 

greater than last year due to the increased price we are now 

charging. It should also be noted that on several of the 

running days this year we have, by arrangement, started 

running an hour or so earlier than normal in order to 

accommodate visits by private groups, such as the Jack & Jill 

Playgroup. On each occasion a 

generous donation to club 

funds has been made by the 

group concerned but the 

passengers carried during 

these visits are not shown in 

the figures above. 

 

Treasurer, Vic Barton, cashes 

up in the Booking Office, at the 

end of the December running 

day. 

Year 2004 
 

2005 

April 847  962 

May 1138  983 

June 971  794 

July 1014  967 

August 847  904 

September 1050  841 

October 705  988 

November 825  756 

December 678  572 

       

Total 8075  7767 
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A FEAST OF WELSH STEAM 
By David Collins 

 

On  Monday 12th September I drove up to North Wales for a 
short holiday with my friend from the Ruislip Lido Railway, 

Robert Shemilt. We set out from his home in Ruislip at 9am, 

from where we motored up the M40. This was the second time 
we had headed in a north-westerly direction in 48 hours, since 

we had travelled up on a Hertfordshire Railtours charter to 

the „Great Gathering‟ Open Day at Crewe Works the Saturday 
before (but that‟s another story). Having bypassed 

Birmingham, we stopped for lunch at Bridgnorth Station on 

the Severn Valley Railway. There we saw a Great Western 
Manor drawing in with the restored rake of LNER teak 

coaches, along with a Pannier Tank and a Class 52 “Western” 

diesel hydraulic, before continuing our journey.  
 

At about 1.30pm we crossed the English/Welsh border and it 

wasn‟t long before we were driving through Welshpool and 
paralleling the 2 ft 6 in gauge Welshpool & Llanfair Light 

Railway, which was at one time part of the Great Western 

Empire. Unfortunately no public trains were running, it being 
low season, but we had a break at Llanfair station where we 

viewed the imported 

Continental coaches 
used on the line and 

the diminutive 0-4-

0T 'Dougal'. After a 
further two hours 

driving we arrived at 

Tremadog, a village 
just north of 

Porthmadog where 

we checked into our 
comfortable B&B, 
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before having dinner in the Tremadog Hotel and exploring the 

village.  

 
Tuesday dawned nice and bright. After breakfast we walked to 

the Cambrian Coast Line station and got on an Up train. 

Obviously the train was a Sprinter unit, but the ride was very 
pleasant and scenic; it‟s a shame though that all the stations 

are now unmanned and the buildings have been converted for 

other uses. Having crossed the famous Barmouth Bridge, we 
alighted at Fairbourne and crossed the road to the Fairbourne 

Railway station where a train of about 4 coaches hauled by the 

0-4-0ST+T Sherpa, which is based on an Indian Darjeeling 
Himalayan loco, was waiting. The line, which is about a mile 

in length, was built as a 2ft gauge horse drawn tramway in 

1896, converted 
to a 15–inch 

gauge steam 

railway in 1916 
and changed 

gauge again to 

12¼-inch in 1985 
– about the same 

size as the 

Ruislip Lido line. 
 

After a round trip on the line, and lunch, we boarded the 

standard gauge again and headed for Tywyn, where we 
walked the short distance to the Talyllyn Railway‟s terminus. 

The TR is a wonderful railway with excellent scenery, and 

Robert and I are both members of the society. Robert, having 
recently trained as a volunteer guard on the Talyllyn, gave me 

a guided tour as we went up the line behind No. 7 'Tom Rolt', 

built at Tywyn using components from a locomotive built for 
Bord na Mona (the Irish turf board). It entered service on the 

Talyllyn in 1991. The line itself was built in 1863 to serve the 

Bryn Egwlys quarry. It was threatened with closure in 1950 
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(being in a pretty poor state, and no quarrying taking place) 

but was rescued by a team of enthusiasts. It is also unique 

that both of the original locomotives and all 4 original coaches 
are still in use. After our trip we visited the recently 

refurbished Narrow Gauge Museum which is well worth a 

visit. It includes a replica of the Reverend Awdry‟s study 
where he wrote his famous stories. After we had a walk round 

the town and watched the other train operating on the 

Talyllyn that day, arrive behind No. 3 'Sir Hayden' (0-4-2ST ex 
Corris Railway built 1876) it was time to head back to 

Porthmadog on the Cambrian Coast Line.  

 
On Wednesday we decided to take the car up to Caernarfon to 

travel on the recently rebuilt Welsh Highland Railway. We 

arrived in plenty of time for the morning train, hauled by one 
of the ex South African Beyer Garrets. The first section to 

Dinas is laid on the trackbed of the old London & North 

Western Railway route, before taking the original WHR route 
through the Snowdonia National Park past Snowdon itself. 

The scenery is just out of this world and the sound of the 

Garret puffing up the line was just heaven.  
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On our return to Caernarfon, we set off to Llanberis, where 

after lunch in the Power Station Visitor Station, we visited the 

Snowdon Mountain Railway‟s terminus and saw one of the 
Swiss built rack steam locos of 1896 vintage and one of the 

modern Hunslet built diesels. We didn‟t travel though, 

because of the expense (£20 per person), but crossed over the 
road to the Llanberis Lake Railway‟s new terminus and 

enjoyed a ride along the lake behind one of the Hunslet built 

0-4-0STs which worked in the Dinorwic Slate Quarry. They 
are most beautiful 

little engines and the 

Slate Museum there 
is well worth a visit. 

The return to 

Tremadog was made 
via the Llanberis 

Pass, which is 

spectacularly scenic.  
 

Thursday was the 

only damp day of the week, but once again we gave the car a 
break and took the bus into Porthmadog for a trip on the 

Festiniog Railway. We got on the 1030 departure which was 

being hauled by Merddin Emrys which only managed to get 
across the Cob before coming to a halt with engine trouble (a 

very convenient place I must say, immediately adjacent to 

Boston Lodge, the main locomotive depot and works of the 
line). Much my disappointment, after a fifteen minute delay, 

the train was taken on by the „Vale of Festiniog‟ diesel. Still, 

the ride was very scenic, and on our return we changed at 
Tanybwlch on to a train hauled by Earl of Merioneth (a double 

Fairlie locomotive built at Boston Lodge Works in 1979), so we 

did the whole line behind steam. 
 

On arrival back at Harbour Station we had a brisk walk 

across the town to the other stub of the Welsh Highland. Once 
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again diesel traction was in use, but we had a nice time 

looking at their engine shed and the equipment they have. The 

line is ¼ mile long and terminates close to the trackbed of the 
“real” WHR. There is talk of having a physical connection 

between the two here. We also visited the excellently stocked 

gift shop. We had a more relaxed walk across the town back to 
Harbour Station and then across the cob to look into Boston 

Lodge (on the way we were passed by the last service of the 

day hauled by Blanche) before walking back to have dinner in 
a pub called The Australia (so named in reflection of the 

international trade that occurred at this once busy port). 

 
On Friday we headed home taking a similar route, stopping 

again at the W&LR and this time at Kidderminster on the 

SVR where we had a look in the museum.  

 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv   

 

Engineers Defined 
 

Many varieties of engineers seem to be in existence these days 
and some people may like to know how to tell them apart.  

There is one fairly simple formula: An Electrical Engineer 

always tightens a nut with pliers.  A Mechanical Engineer 
tightens it the proper way with hammer and chisel.  A 

Production Engineer makes all this effort necessary as he has 

forgotten to mill the flats on the nut.  A Chemical Engineer 
takes the simplest approach of all.  He just lets the whole 

thing rust solid. 

  
Sir Walter Puckey 

President of The Institution of Production Engineers 
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Another recent addition 

to the growing list of 

books about local 
railways is „Rails To 

Metro-land‟ by Dr Clive 

Foxell. Dr Foxell is a 
long time resident of 

Metro-land and this 168 

page paperback book is 
the third in a series on 

the history of the 

Metropolitan & Great 
Central Joint Line. Like 

the first two, this book 

features on the cover, a 
painting by Peter Green, 

of a train arriving at 

Pinner in the snow. Peter 
was the artist 

responsible for the 

pictures on many of the Steam On The Met Posters.  
This time the book attempts to explain the origins, 

construction and evolution of Metro-land, how it was created 

and promoted to meet the desires of a post-First World War 
society for affordable homes, away from the already crowded 

and polluted London. Inevitably, given the nature of the 

subject, there is a greater emphasis on the landscape through 
which the railway runs than might be the case in a book 

devoted solely to the history of the railway. This (and the 

railway) is comprehensively illustrated with many 
photographs, both colour and black and white, along with a 

few contemporary maps. All have informative captions.  
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The West Highland Railway 
Part III 

Fort William to Mallaig 
 

By Phil Wimbush 
 

This section of the West Highland line, the Fort William to 

Mallaig extension, became reality following an Act passed in 
the House of Commons in 1896. Lady Margaret Cameron of 

Locheil cut the first sod on the 21st January 1897 from which 

point the contractors, Robert McAlpine and Son, were allowed 
5 years 6 months to construct the 40 miles of track. The task 

was completed by April 1901. 

 

EWS Class 37, 37401, nears journey‟s end at Fort William 
Junction with the overnight sleeper from London Euston on 

17th June 2005 (Phil Wimbush) 
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On departing Fort William the train heads south initially for 

the first ¾ mile until reaching Fort William Junction ( also 
known as Mallaig Junction ) where the line south to Glasgow 

and beyond carries straight on. Our train turns left, onto the 

Road to the Isles, and passes Fort William freight yard and 
Fort William Locomotive Depot on the right. Fort William 

Locomotive Depot is 

something of a 
misnomer in winter, 

but during the summer 

months the depot 
comes alive with 

steam, being the base 

for locomotives and 
stock working the 

Jacobite tourist trains 

to Mallaig.  
 

After passing the depot the train swings due north and then 

crosses the River Lochy on a grand box girder bridge with the 
ruined Inverlochy Castle on the east side of the line.  

After crossing the river, the train travels along a flat expanse 

known as Corpach Moss, with houses to the left and the Great 
Glen stretching to distant Inverness on the right. The Great 

Glen is a spectacular valley running for over sixty miles and 

contains Lochs Lochy, Oich and Ness which together with 
short stretches of man made waterway form the Caledonian 

Canal linking Loch Linnhe in the southwest with the Moray 

Firth in the northeast.  
The train slows down near the far end of Corpach Moss to 

cross the Caledonian Canal at Banavie Swing Bridge. To the 

left of the train there is Neptune's Staircase a row of locks 
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that raise the 

canal by a height 

of sixty-five feet. 
This is the longest 

lock staircase in 

Britain and was 
built during the 

Napoleonic Wars. 

Just before 
crossing the canal 

the train passes 

Banavie Radio 
Signalling Centre, 

from where the West Highland Line‟s Radio Electronic Token 

Block (RETB) signalling system is controlled. 
 

 

 
 

The definition of Corpach has always been debated. One of the 

most popular definitions is the resting place of the bodies. In 
olden times the quickest form of transport was by sea and, 

after death, people of note were carried from all points of the 

compass to Corpach, from where they were transported for 
burial to one of the many important burial places in the region 

- Eilan Munda the sacred island in Loch Leven by Glencoe, 

The Green Isle of St Finnans at the bottom of Loch Sheil and 
of course the Island of Iona. Corpach‟s biggest employer 

nowadays is the Paper Mill, which also provides a number of 

freight movements each week over the West Highland Line. 
 

 

 
 

It was here that Bonnie Prince Charlie raised the standard for 

the Jacobite uprising in August 1745. To arrive at the station 
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the train has to cross the world famous Glenfinnan viaduct. It 

was the first concrete built viaduct in the world and was, for 

many years, the largest bridge to be built using this 
construction material. The viaduct itself has 21 arches and 

curves towards the station for 416 yards and stands 100 feet 

high and is instantly recognisable to all devotees of the Harry 
Potter films in which it appeared alongside a Ford Anglia.  

From the train you can look down Loch Shiel. The Loch itself 

is 17 miles long and the area directly in front of the loch is 
largely owned by the National Trust for Scotland. In the 

centre of its property is the Glenfinnan Monument erected by 

MacDonald of 
Glenalladale in 

1815. Sixty-five feet 

high, it 
commemorates the 

raising of Bonnie 

Prince Charlie‟s 
standard on 19th 

August 1745, one of 

the first acts of the 
Jacobite Rebellion.  

 

At Glenfinnan Station there is the fascinating Glenfinnan 
Railway Station Museum, which has developed within the old 

railway buildings. 

The museum has 
information on the 

construction of the 

viaduct and many 
other fascinating 

aspects of the 

development of the 
line. 

The Down Jacobite waits at Glenfinnan to  

cross the Up Mallaig to Glasgow Service                  
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Lochailort is well known for a number of firsts. Here, during 

the construction of the railway, as there were over 2000 
navvies living here, the first construction site hospital in 

Britain was established, with eight beds, two nurses and a 

doctor. Lochailort was also saw the first fish farm, now 
something seen all over Scotland. It was established in 1969, 

by the then Marine Harvest. Inverailort Castle was one of the 

first headquarters for the Commandos during the Second 
World War although they later moved their centre for training 

to Achnacarry Castle north of Fort William. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

At the time of building of the line, much of the money needed 
for construction was put up by landowners and indeed some 

crofters, as they could all see the benefit of the line, not only 

for general use, but also for their own personal gain. The 
estate on which Beasdale sits is a fine example of this. When 

the line was conceived a station at Beasdale was not included. 

The owner of the estate, after putting up money asked if a 
station could be built at Beasdale so he and his guests could 

use the train to gain quick access to his estate. As he was 

willing to pay there was no complaint and the station was 
built. To this day the station is still considered as a private 

station and even on a normal service train it is a request stop. 

So if you want the train to stop here you have to indicate your 
intentions to board/alight - otherwise the train carries on! 
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K1 62005 passes the remote chapel near Polnish, hauling  the 

1035 Fort William to Mallaig on 22nd July 2003 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Arisaig is the British mainland's most westerly railway 

station, the line turning from a westerly heading to  a 
northerly heading at this point. The area is home to a variety 

of wildlife and enjoys views of the small isles of Eigg, Muck, 

Rum and Canna. The name Arisaig derives from Norse not 
Gaelic, Aris meaning river mouth and vaig meaning bay. 

 

 
 

 



                                                                        Ashpan Number 70 20 

 
Class 50, 50031, „Hood‟ stands at Arisaig on the “Monarch of 

the Glen” Railtour, thereby travelling further west than any 

other class 50 (except 50049 which was on the other end of the 
train) in March 2005 (Phil Wimbush) Interestingly the 

photographer was standing on the cattle dock which still exists, 

albeit disused. 
 

  

 
 

Here, on a clear day, the wonderful white sands offer a 

Caribbean type landscape. The sands were made good use of 
in the feature films Local Hero and Highlander. 

Shortly before Morar the train crosses Britain's shortest river 

the River Morar. It is only a ½ mile long and runs from Loch 
Morar to the sea. Loch Morar also has the distinction of being 

Britain's deepest inland loch, reaching depths of over 1000 

feet. 
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When the railway first arrived in the village it consisted of 

little more than a few cottages and the notoriety of being the 

point where Bonnie Prince Charlie returned to the mainland 
after his wanderings with Flora MacDonald in the Outer 

Hebrides. However, with the opening of the line in 1901, the 

harbour was built, another task taken on by the engineers of 
the line and before long, Mallaig became one of the most 

important fishing ports on the western coast of Britain - a 

position it still holds to this day. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For a map of the West Highland Railway and its 

environs see Part 1 in Ashpan Number 49. Part 1 

covered the Glasgow to Crianlarich section of the line, 
while Part 2, which appeared in Ashpan Number 53, 

covered the Crianlarich to Fort William section. 
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Winter Track Runs 
 

November and December 
saw our regular trio of 
winter portable track 
runs, Kew Bridge, 
Pinner Panto Evening 
and Ickenham Traders 
evening. Kew Bridge 
(pictured left) was the 
usual two day event held 
over the weekend of the 
19th and 20th of 
November while the 

Pinner track run was held on the evening of the following 
Thursday and was by all accounts another successful run. The 
Ickenham Traders evening was held on 9th December, 
unfortunately just too late for details of how it went to be 
included here, but we hope it was a success. 
Another valuable addition to the society‟s equipment not 
previously reported is the acquisition of a dedicated enclosed 
trailer for transporting everything needed for a portable track 
run. Modified and refurbished by the regular Portable Track 
Crew, led by Bob Proudfoot, it has made life far easier when 
setting up or breaking down the portable track. An added 
benefit is that when empty during the middle of a run it 
converts into a canteen. 
Matthew Byatt seemed 
to spend most of the 
Kew Bridge run in here 
keeping the rest of us 
copiously supplied with 
tea, coffee, egg & bacon 
rolls, soup etc. Thank 
you Matthew, for your 
efforts, they were 
greatly appreciated.  
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From Other Pages 
 

Excerpts attributed to other papers 

 
Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about 

a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, „We 

agree it was rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr. 
Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the 

explosion that destroyed his house.‟  

The Daily Telegraph 
 
Some of the residents of Waterval Boven in South Africa 
thought Christmas had come early when a train loaded with 

180,000 crates of beer derailed on 21st August.  Police had to 

fire rubber bullets to calm the revellers - but did manage to 
recover 3 of the 500 missing crates of beer. 

Railway Gazette 
 

Irish police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van, 

because they cannot issue a description. It's a Special Branch 
vehicle and they don't want the public to know what it looks 

like. 

The Guardian 
 
A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable 
teeth was rescued by a man on an inflatable lobster. A coast 

guard spokesman commented, „This sort of thing is all too 

common‟ 
The Times 

 
At the height of the gale, the harbourmaster radioed a 

coastguard and asked him to estimate the wind speed. He 

replied he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. However, if it 
was any help, the wind had just blown his Land Rover off the 

cliff.  

Aberdeen Evening Express 
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Mine ‘o’ Tour 
 

By The Bobby 

 

Once upon a time, not so long ago, in the top left hand corner 
of Wales, there was a slate mine. This slate mine was cursed. 

You see, twenty or more years ago it received a visit from 

IDSME. To mark this anniversary, if anniversary it really be, 
a group of twelve IDSME members recently revisited the slate 

mine to once again admire the many fine features that they 

had seen there or possibly even find traces of their previous 
visit. The party consisted of six veterans of former IDSME 

welsh trips and six newer members going on their first slate 

mine expedition. Once in the mine the party split up into pairs 
consisting of one veteran and one novice. Each pair visited a 

different level in the mine. From the clues below can you say 

who was in each pair, which level of the mine they visited and 
what they saw there. 

 

 
Veterans:  Peter Reynolds, Peter Pardington,  

  Malcolm Parsons, David Sexton, Mel Fuller & 

  Derek Smith 
 

 
Novices:  David Collins, Colin Reid, Peter Cathcart,  
  Derek Elliott, Chris Cobley & Tom Haynes 

 

 
Mine Levels:  1 (Highest), 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 (Lowest) 

 

 
Items of  Cap Lamp, Deep Puddle, Green Doors, 

Interest:  Gnomes‟ Grotto, Light Switch, Mine Loco,  
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Clues: 

 
1) Colin Reid was on the level below Peter Pardington, 

but on the one above the unattended battery electric 

mine locomotive. 
 

2) Tom Haynes and his companion managed to get all 

the way down to Level 6. 
 

3) The Light Switch with the big sign saying „Do Not 

Switch Off‟ was on Level 3. 
 

4) David Collins and his partner were admiring the 

famous Green Doors and they were on the Level above 
Mel Fuller. 

 

5) Malcolm Parsons was on Level 4 which is deeper in 
the mine than the collection of suspiciously damp 

Garden Gnomes arranged in a grotto. 

 
6) Coming across the puddle, Derek Smith fondly 

recalled the IDSME member who discovered the hard 

way that it was a shade too deep for the half length 
Wellingtons he was wearing. 

 

7) David Sexton and Chris Cobley were on a deeper level 
of the mine than the one where the remains of a 

home-made cap lamp were found. 

 
8) Peter Cathcart, who was not partnered with Peter 

Reynolds, visited a higher level than Derek Elliott. 

 
Answer in the next issue of Ashpan. 
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Winter Programme 
 
December 2005 
 
Monday 26th: Members‟ Family Running Day 
Thursday 29th Model Engineer Exhibition 
   to Saturday 31st:  Sandown Park 
 
January 2006 
 
Sunday 1st:  Members‟ Family Running Day 
Friday 6th:  Slides & Videos / Workshop Practice 
Friday 13th:  Injection Moulding, Peter Pardington 
Friday 20th:  Video Evening 
Friday 20th to London Model Engineering Exhibition  
  Sunday 22nd:  Alexandra Palace. 
Friday 27th:  Coupling, Fred Matthews 
 
February 2006 
 
Friday 3rd:  Club Night 
Saturday 4th: Site Working Party 
Friday 10th:  Slides & Videos / Workshop Practice 
Friday 17th:  Mixed Evening, David Sexton & Mel Fuller 
Friday 24th:   Building Steam Locomotives 3 John Shawe 
 
March 2006 
 
Friday 3rd:  General Interest Night 
Saturday 4th: Site Working Party 
Friday 10th:  Slides & Videos / Workshop Practice 
Friday 17th:  The Law is an Ass, Peter Cathcart 
Friday 24th:  Hampton Waterworks NG Railway, 
      Ron Howes 
Friday 31st:  Site Clearance for … 
 
April 2006 
 
Saturday 1st:  First Public Running Day, 2006 season. 


