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Cover Story 
 

This 1980 picture of club locomotive Speedy in the snow 

introduces an issue of Ashpan with a distinct Speedy theme. 

David Pearce- Twose is at the controls as Speedy passes the 

future site of the short tunnel. The picture was taken by David 

Sexton who reports that this was the occasion when, following 

the failure of the club blower during lighting up, the club vacuum 

cleaner was nearly melted after it was pressed into service as an 

emergency replacement. 

 

Speedy is an LBSC design and is a 0-6-0T engine based on the 

GWR Hawksworth 15xx class of ten pannier tanks built for 

shunting duties around Paddington in the late 1940s.  Our engine 

is one of a pair built in 1953 by Peter Fairbairn, a founder 

member of the society.  Peter loaned it to the society and it bore 

the brunt of club and portable track running for many years. The 

society purchased it outright in 1960. Receiving  

a major overhaul in the late 1960s, it returned  

to service just in time to be the first locomotive  

to complete a circuit of the ground level track  

in July 1969. Thereafter it was once again  

at the forefront of IDSME‟s passenger  

carrying activities until it was  

withdrawn for complete  

rebuilding in 1985.   

The chassis and  

motion work have  

been rebuilt but  

work stalled  

when the  

construction of  

a new boiler ran  

into difficulties. 
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Rebuilding of Speedy  

has now restarted after 

a Friday night 

presentation on the 

history and condition of 

the model.  Part of the 

work will be 

undertaken as a project 

for this winter‟s 

workshop classes, 

giving an opportunity 

for members to see and 

participate in a boiler 

and fittings being 

made. The original 

boiler design is no 

longer acceptable, as it 

features arrangements 

such as fittings that 

screw directly into the 

backhead.  The 

intention is to build boiler to modern standards of safety with all 

sensible benefits, for instance with two injectors and with crown 

stays as studs.  Former plates have been drawn up and the 

blanks for these cut out.  Boiler materials have been listed and 

their purchase is in hand.  It is planned to re-use the side tanks 

but to also build a well tank in the bunker to provide a cold water 

feed for the injectors.   

 

I hope that future editions of Ashpan will provide reports of 

progress.  In the meantime if you want to participate in the 

workshop classes and/or help with the rebuilding of Speedy, 

please speak to one of the team of workshop instructors, Vic 

Barton, Mike Dunning, Peter Pardington and Peter Reynolds or 

to Peter Cathcart, the Vice Chairman. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Well now the AGM is past, we've settled down to our usual club 

happenings. The running days have been well supported 

(including some excellent local publicity - thanks to all involved), 

the Friday evenings have been well attended with some 

interesting meetings, and club members have been up to all sorts 

of activities both on and off site.  The Auction went very well, 

with a large sum being raised.  Much of this goes to George 

Jakin's widow, but there is a tidy bit for club funds too.  We had a 

major clear up in the woods, with one overloaded skip departing 

from the pub car park before midday and a large bonfire of a lot 

more rubbish.  I will not mention the name of the member who 

believed it a good idea to put tarred felt on the fire.  Suffice it to 

say, at other times during the proceedings, he got ash in his 

sandwiches, so perhaps there is justice after all! 

Looking forward to the end of this year and the beginning of next, 

we have the exhibitions at Sandown Park and Wembley in hand.  

My especial thanks to Malcolm Parsons who, having retired from 

the position of IDSME‟s Exhibition Manager after last Winter‟s 

Exhibition season, has leapt back into the breach at short notice 

following Hon. President's illness.   

As many of you know, I have to spend a lot of time in South 

Africa on business, which means I do not visit the club nearly as 

much as I would like.  Fortunately, the club has a very able 

committee to keep the club running smoothly.  They also keep me 

up to date on how things are going, which lightens my day 

considerably.  Even though I'm a long way from home, I can still 

be reached should anyone wish to have a word.  You can leave a 

message on my answering machine at home (01753 734338).  I 

check this daily (isn't technology wonderful) and will ring you 

back for a chat. And you can send me e-mail if you wish.  My 

address is John.Browning@intec-telecom-systems.com  

So, to round off this chat, please accept my best wishes to you for 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy 2004. 

mailto:John.Browning@intec-telecom-systems.com
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
Seasons Greetings 

 

Firstly let me wish the compliments of the season to all Ashpan 

readers. It being the festive season, the December issue of 

Ashpan is traditionally a little more light hearted than other 

issues and this issue is no exception. Towards the back of the 

magazine you will find a number of articles designed to keep you 

amused during the long Christmas break from IDSME. 

 

Exhibitions 

 

As usual, Christmas heralds 

the start of IDSME‟s model 

engineering exhibition season. 

The Model Engineering 

Exhibition is, once again, 

being held at Sandown Park 

on 29th,30th and 31st of 

December, while The London 

Model Engineering Exhibition 

is again at Wembley on 23rd, 

24th and 25th January. This 

year‟s publicity for the London 

Model Engineering Exhibition 

prominently features two 

IDSME members, Peter 

Pardington and Fred 

Matthews. IDSME has a 

stand at both exhibitions and 

it is hoped that the successful workshop area at last year‟s 

London Model Engineering Exhibition will be repeated.  
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Speedy 

 

As noted in the Cover Story work on Speedy, the club locomotive 

which has been in bits for many years, has finally resumed. To 

give the stalwarts engaged on this project something to look 

forward to, and using the excuse of Ashpan‟s thirtieth 

anniversary, we have dipped once more into the archives to re-

print an article by Peter Pardington, that first appeared in 

Ashpan Number 8, about the joys of maintaining Speedy in full 

working order. It can be found on page 11. 

 

More Exhibitions 

 

Just an advance note for those brand new 2004 diaries. The 

Model Railway Group is planning to hold another of its successful 

Model Railway Exhibitions in the Scout Halls on Saturday 30th 

October 2004. Planning is already well advanced, but just to keep 

their hand in, the group also organised a Model Railway Display 

in the clubhouse on the October running day this year and some 

pictures of this can be seen on page 10. 

 

Ashpan 65 

 

The intention is to publish Ashpan 65 in late April or early May. 

Therefore any contributions should be with the editor by the first 

running day of the season.  

You don‟t however have to wait until the last minute before 

submitting an item for inclusion in Ashpan. If you found the 

problem set by „The Bobby‟ on page 23 simply to easy for words 

why not spend the rest of the Christmas break writing an article 

for Ashpan? 

Once again those of you who have access to email can now submit 

your articles by this method to   Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com  

 

mailto:AshpanEditor@btopenworld.com
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Secretary’s Notes 
 

After a couple of quiet years, almost two thirds of the 

membership turned up for the AGM at the end of September, 

making it standing room only.  The high turnout was probably 

because of the competition for the posts of Chairman, PRO and 

Committee Member, and the election of a President for five years.  

Three members exercised their right to a proxy vote (see your 

copy of the Articles of Association for how to do this). 

 

As it was, we decided to stay largely with those we already had in 

office.  The new Committee is: 

 

  President    Peter Pardington 

  Chairman   John Browning 

  Vice Chairman  Peter Cathcart 

  Secretary   David Sexton 

  Treasurer   Martin Humphrey 

  PRO    Ian Mortimer 

  Committee Member Geoff Parry 

 

Derek Smith stepped down from the Committee this year after 

more than twenty years of continuous hard labour service, in the 

positions of Chairman, Vice Chairman and most recently 

President. 

 

The draft minutes of the AGM are on display in the clubhouse 

but a couple of key points are worth repeating here.  We agreed to 

leave subscriptions unchanged for the April 2004 to March 2005 

year, these being £21 full, £12 unwaged/pensioner and £5 junior.  

We did, however, decide to increase the track fare to 30p with 

effect from the April 2004 running day. 

Those standing at the back of the AGM raised the question of the 

overcrowding at the AGM.  We may seek to hire one of the scout 
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huts again for our next AGM.  We did so in 1999 and 2000 but 

the low turnout in 2000 made us re-think, and the 2001 and 2002 

AGMs were held in the clubhouse without being overly squeezed 

for space.  The challenge for the committee is to predict well in 

advance how many members will turn up for the meeting.  Forty 

fits the clubhouse; forty-seven does not! 

 

Ted Cuckney 

 

I‟m sorry to report the death 

of Ted Cuckney, a long-

standing honorary member.  

I don‟t think too many of 

today‟s members knew Ted 

for he moved away from the 

area some twenty-five years 

ago, but Ted was an active 

IDSME member in the 

1960s and 1970s.  A 

television engineer by trade, 

he built locomotives in both 

3½” and 5” gauges.  When he 

retired he moved to Kent 

and became active in the 

New Romney model 

engineering society.   

Ted continued to enjoy his 

membership of IDSME and 

with his wife regularly 

turned up for many years at 

our June exhibition day to run his engine.  He last visited us on 

15th September 1998 for our Golden Jubilee Members‟ Day.  Ted 

had been ill for some time and we learnt from his nephew that he 

died on 13th November 2003.  Our sympathies go to his wife and 

family.   



 

Ashpan Number 64 8 

150,000 Passengers Carried! 
 

As promised in the 

last issue of 

Ashpan, IDSME 

has reached the 

milestone of 

having carried 

150,000 

passengers from 

Ickenham St Giles 

station since it 

opened in May 

1982.  

 

The milestone was 

passed on the 

November 

Running Day 

when Ickenham 

resident Kelly 

Sims, buying 

tickets for herself, 

her sister, Nicky 

and her twin 

children Freddie 

and Daisy, bought 

the 150,000th 

ticket.  

 

They were then 

invited round to 

the steaming bay 

where President  
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Peter Pardington presented them with a commemorative ticket 

which allows them unlimited travel on the railway next year. 

They then returned to the station to use the 150000th ticket and 

it fell to Ian Mortimer to drive the train. An article about the 

event also appeared in the local paper. 

 

Assuming an average of five passengers per train, 150,000 tickets 

equates to 30,000 train departures from Ickenham St Giles, 

which given that the railway has been open to the public for a 

grand total of 1077 hours means that trains have left Ickenham 

St Giles at an average of one every 129¼ seconds for a continuous 

period equivalent to nearly 45 days.  

 

The table below gives the full details of ticket sales this year, 

compared with last year and also compared with previous years, 

shown at five year intervals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1983 1988 1993 1998 2002 
 

2003 

April   571 762 790 1055  980 

May 392 770 960 1457 1052  1149 

Mid May 164            

June 228 620 930 1257 961  1222 

Exhibition Day 491 420           

July 180 344 913 1260 928  990 

Mid July 146             

August 249 766 950 1204 900  1178 

September 146 587 986 803 965  1000 

October 104 509 560 1191 1128  949 

November 308 406 870 857 385  937 

December    464 875 619   677 

               

Total 2388 4993 7595 9694 7993  9081 
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Gallery 
 

Some Scenes from October’s Model Railway Display 

 

 

 

 

 

Trewithick 

by Graeme 

Vickery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Villier St 

       by Tony Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballysylly Viaduct  

by Simon Hamlin 
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A Front End Overhaul for Speedy 
by Peter Pardington 

(Reprinted from Ashpan Number 8, October 1975) 
  

N.B: If you ever have thoughts of 

volunteering to work on Speedy 

then don't read this article. 

Otherwise carry on reading. 

 

The fact that this story was written 

at a position 59o 45' N by 7o 47' E 

with the delightful smell of freshly 

made coffee lingering in the 

atmosphere and rather peculiar 

noises emanating from the 

direction of the Hon. Sec. has no 

bearing whatsoever on the subject. 

It was just that the two most 

important ingredients for writing a 

daft story like this, namely the 

sound of rain dropping on the roof 

and an Arctic gale blowing through all the little gaps in the 

bodywork of the Land Rover, were present at the time. 

However to return to the title. To anyone not fully versed in the 

antics it might seem logical, but the more initiated will know that 

as soon as you remove a part at one end then something will fall 

off at the other. The latter will now turn hurriedly to the next 

article, while the former will read on undaunted. 

 

It all started on the first Saturday run of the current season. 

Speedy had been in steam for about an hour when trouble was 

experienced with the blower. Adopting the usual practice I 

opened the smokebox door and proceeded to prick out the holes in  

 

(Reprinted from Ashpan Number 8, October 1975) 
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the ring blower. Calamity number one! Upon closing the  

smokebox door the thread on the dart stripped. Don't panic lad, a 

bit of fine wire wrapped around the remains of the thread and all 

was well. After a short time the engine was once more suffering 

from congestion. However, after gingerly opening the smokebox 

door it was apparent that something a little more serious than 

blower nozzle blockage was at fault. Now that other engines were 

coping well with the passenger hauling it was decided that 

Speedy should be retired for the afternoon. 
 

The following Friday evening, your fool of a Chairman 

volunteered to transport the engine to Campden Foundry and 

blow compressed air through all the pipe work appertaining to 

the blower system. Never have I made such a foolhardy gesture. 

Well, I blew air through the pipes. I blew air, in gradually 

increasing pressures to the tune of 60 P.S.I., until it happened. At 

a little over 60 P.S.I. there was, to put it politely, a rude noise 

followed by a plop in the smokebox. Having knocked back several 

tots of milky tea, I peered into the dark abyss at the front end 

and....yugh, lying in the ashes like a corpse was a long black slug 

like mass, presumably the cause of all our troubles. Following a 

couple more tots of milky tea, the offending object was forcibly 

ejected from the premises. 

Until now, dear Reader, you may be wondering what this fool is 

on about, saying things drop off the engine. Read on mate, read 

on! 

  

At this juncture I decided, 'By Jove, what a lovely day for 

removing the superheater and cleaning it.' Calamity Number 

Two. I had inadvertently discovered that it will not come out 

through the smokebox door. Still, not to worry, we'll soon have 

the smokebox off, won't we! 

Stage 1:- remove the screws holding the smokebox to the saddle. 

Stage 2:- remove the screws holding the smokebox to the boiler.  

 

(Reprinted from Ashpan Number 8, October 1975) 



 

December 2003 13 

Stage 3:- remove the screws holding the saddle to the main 

frames. 

Stage 4:- give the smokebox a gentle thump to break the seal 

between it and the boiler.  

Stage 5:- what was that bit that just rolled across the floor? Oh 

dear it was the smokebox front ring. Never mind, it won't take 

long to solder that bit back, will it? 

The smokebox was at long last removed, not forgetting that in the 

process, the blast pipe had to be eased out of the way, after, of 

course, removing both cylinders to get at the fixing screws. (Who 

designed this thing anyway?) 

With the aid of a pair of levers and many more tots of milky tea, 

the superheater slid from its resting place. To see it at this point 

in time you would think it was made of solid carbon rod instead of 

copper, but one deftly placed clout with the maintenance fitter's 

delight and it was as clean as a whistle. 

 

I decided at this stage that the existing layout of steam pipes to 

the cylinders was not very satisfactory, mainly due to the fact 

that most of the pipes were lying in a crumpled heap on the 

bench, (yet another result of trying to remove the smokebox) so I 

set about redesigning it. Calamity number three! If I had realised 

the amount of work required was going to be in excess of twenty 

hours then I would very soon have stuck it all back together with 

UHU glue and kept my big mouth shut! 

 

Proper pipe flanges seemed the best method at the time, so the 

appropriate number were duly turned up. Fitting the flanges to 

the smokebox itself presented no special problems, just a simple 

silver soldering job, but fitting the outside pipes themselves was 

a very different story. The holes in the smokebox that the flanges 

were fitted into were not in line either in an axial of radial 

direction which meant that the pipes would have a very peculiar 

twist in them. On top of all this, once the pipes had been tortured  
 

(Reprinted from Ashpan Number 8, October 1975) 
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into shape the flanges had to be silver soldered on to the ends in  

exactly the right place to achieve a steam tight joint. Needless to 

say this job was by far the longest. 

 

Being a glutton for punishment, I set about making a new blast 

nozzle and blower ring. My first thoughts of fitting a new nozzle 

to the existing exhaust pipe were soon shattered as the pipe was 

quickly beheaded while trying to remove the old nozzle. Upon 

trying to straighten it out, it went a rather peculiar shape and 

very quickly disappeared in the direction of the scrap box. The 

pipe bender was dug out again and a new exhaust pipe bent up, 

soldered and generally bashed into shape. 

Now came the testing moment. Will it fit or won't it? May Allah 

be praised a thousand times....it fitted! 

Following the refitting of the exhaust system, success followed 

success as all the bits were put back for the final (!) time. Little 

further trouble was experienced, with the possible exception of 

praying that my hands would shrink to about a quarter of their 

normal size to enable me to refit the steam pipes inside the 

smokebox. 

 

A test steaming was carried out on the garage floor (where else, 

may I ask?) but Speedy had not been in steam many minutes 

when a certain lady poked her head round the doorpost and 

enquired politely whether I was fumigating the house on purpose 

or purely by accident. I hastily assured her that of course it was 

the latter while I slyly removed the pin holding the grate, 

allowing the fire to be deposited on the floor, but I had seen 

enough to know that our beloved engine was once more fit for 

hard work on the continuous club track. 

 

On the next Saturday run the water pump packed up, but that is 

another story… 

 

 (Reprinted from Ashpan Number 8, October 1975) 
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STEINHAUSEN 

A small country station in Switzerland 

 

By Colin Reid 

During the 1980‟s I 

lived in the village 

of Steinhausen, 

which is situated 

on a branch from 

the Gotthard Line 

in Canton Zug, 

about 40 miles 

south of Zürich. 

From the village 

one can gaze over 

the Zugersee (Lake 

of Zug) to the Rigi 

and the Pilatus 

mountains at the south end of the lake. Both are famous for their 

mountain railways.  

 

The Rigi enjoys added fame in that it became the first ever 

European tourist resort in the 1800‟s, at the behest of the English 

ruling classes. They were carried in sedan chairs to the top of the 

mountain by the inhabitants of the town of Arth, which lies at the 

foot of the mountain on the south shore of the lake. It was 

because of this tourist trade (and presumably because the 

residents of Arth were becoming rather worn out!) that the 

famous engineer Niklaus Riggenbach constructed the Arth-Rigi 

Railway to his patented design. Riggenbach also constructed the 

Vitznau – Rigi Railway from Lake Lucerne to the same lofty 

terminus, but it was not until 100 years later that an agreement 

was reached to connect the two railways, even though the 

distance between them on their approach to the summit was only 

the “six-foot” between the tracks. Such is the fierce competition to 
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attract the tourists and their money upon which both railways 

depend. 

  

Mount Pilatus, on the other hand, is notorious. Two thousand 

years ago a most infamous man from Rome wandered, in a 

deranged state of mind to this, at that time unnamed, mountain. 

Going into self-imposed exile, he lived there as a recluse for many 

years and eventually, consumed by guilt, committed suicide. 

Thus the mountain was named after him, Pontius Pilatus, the 

man who condemned Jesus of Nazareth to death.  

 

This mountain‟s 

railway is interesting 

because of its “tumble 

point” at the summit. 

This is two short, 

curved pieces of plain 

track mounted back-to-

back over a walled pit. 

One track is in the 

normal position and 

the other is upside 

down beneath it. There 

is machinery in the pit 

which flips the tracks 

over so trains may be routed either to the left or right.  

 

Canton Zug is sparsely populated and very agricultural, cattle 

rearing and milk production being at the forefront. The road from 

Steinhausen to its station wanders from the small village centre, 

between fields of sugar beet and pasture, for around a half mile 

then comes to an abrupt end, but it can be clearly seen that at 

one time this road continued over a level crossing at the end of 

the platform out into the countryside. A diverted main road and 

over-bridge a half mile to the north replace this crossing.  
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The single track branch line, a secondary route from Zug City to 

Zürich via Afföltern-am-Albis, diverges from the Gotthard route 

at the south end of Zug station, runs westward, parallel with the 

single track Zug - Lucerne line for about two miles, along the lake 

shore, before turning sharply north to Steinhausen which has a  

 

 

Steinhausen 

looking north. 

 

Left to Right: 

Main Line with 

Fertiliser 

Siding, 

Platform, Loop 

Line & Public 

Siding. 

 

 

 

 

passing loop and four sidings. Trains do not normally pass each 

other here unless there are delays. The main and loop tracks are 

signalled for bi-directional working. The passenger platform is an 

island between the main and loop tracks and to reach it, one 

must firstly cross the Hausgleis (house track) i.e. the public 

siding which runs directly in front of the station building and 

then one must cross the loop track as 

there is no footbridge. There are two 

small factories at the station, one 

producing polystyrene, the other, 

fertiliser. Both have busy private 

sidings worked by the station pilot, a 

vintage 0-4-0 petrol locomotive 

which also spots the wagons on the 
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public siding. The fourth siding is around a half mile in length to 

enable the once-weekly aggregates block train of hopper wagons 

from Germany to reverse from the station over an under-track 

discharge facility. Because of the 15 tonnes restriction on Swiss 

roads, most goods arrive and depart by rail and village stations 

have very active goods yards similar to England “in the good old 

days”. The public siding handles all manner of goods from box 

vans and open wagons as well as the ubiquitous containers. Tank 

wagons with oil products are discharged direct to road tankers. 

Most wagons are German, Dutch, Belgian and French, arriving 

from the major North Sea ports.  

 

Each month there is a “re-cycling train”. Three or four days 

before this carnival-style event, local schoolchildren deliver 

leaflets to each household advising the collection date and on the 

appointed day everyone places outside their door all their rubbish 

for recycling, separated into clear, green and brown glass, ferrous 

and aluminium cans, baled paper and baled cardboard. Seven 

different types of “rubbish” to be placed in the seven open wagons 

in the public siding. On this day, the local junior and senior 

schools are closed and the children collect from each house and 

load up trailers supplied by the local farmers, whose older 

children tow them with their tractors. The farmers are paid by 

the Canton for this service and the bonus for the children is a day 

off school and 5 francs „pocket money‟. The children then load the 

open wagons on the siding, supervised by the Station Master. 

Owing to the sparse workforce, children of farming families, from 

age 14 years, are allowed to drive tractors on the public road 

after, of course, passing the full driving test. The benefits of this 

system, as far as I see, are that the children learn respect for the 

environment and the railway. Young children entering the junior 

school from the infant school experience a stage of “growing up” 

and responsibility and will proudly tell you “I load the re-cycling 

train”. In other words, “I‟m a big boy / girl now”. The trains travel 

to re-cycling plants in Germany after the wagons from each 



 

December 2003 19 

village station in the Canton have been marshalled into block 

trains in Zug City yard.  

 

The signal and points levers in Steinhausen are situated in a 

large bay with window in the booking office and are worked by 

the Station Master who also issues tickets, receives and 

despatches parcels and supervises the loading and discharging of 

wagons on the public siding. Consequently he is a major 

personality in the village and commands great respect. Always 

resplendent in full uniform and clipped moustache (which seems 

to be an absolute requirement on Swiss railways) he, along with 

the village policeman and the chief of the village volunteer fire 

brigade, seems to run the village, to ensure order in all things. He 

had one assistant, a young man who works split shifts, being in 

attendance between 3 and 5 a.m. to receive, despatch and spot 

the wagons when the daily branch pick-up goods train calls and 

again around lunchtime to handle any shunting required and to 

tidy the station before delivering parcels. Shippers and Receivers 

of goods have to do their own loading and discharging in the yard.  

 

The passenger service is covered by a mixture of vintage six 

coach, electric loco- or railcar-hauled push-pull sets and is half-

hourly in both directions. A diesel overhead line inspection and 

maintenance vehicle is stabled in the public siding headshunt 

and ventures out each night along the branch.  

 

Public transport in rural Switzerland is multi mode; where the 

train goes, the tram, bus or lake steamer does not and there are 

transport interchanges at stations where everything is timed to 

connect with each other, the basis being the rail timetable.  

All locomotives, electric and diesel, have replica “steam” whistles 

so that the warning sound has remained constant ever since the 

first introduction of steam railways to this country. As I used this 

station each weekday, I found it extremely interesting and 

enjoyable to observe the activity.                                                                                                                     
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November Portable Track Runs 2003 
 

Two very successful portable track runs were held in November. 

The first was our traditional run at Kew Bridge over the weekend 

of 15th/16th November while the other was the Evening run in 

Pinner in connection with the Christmas Shopping evening there 

on the 27th November. Both runs were extremely busy with new 

records being set. 

 

 

 

Kew 

Bridge 
 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Parry (above) 

approaches the station 

while Michael and Bob 

Proudfoot (left) are ready 

for the off. 
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Pinner Panto Evening 
 

 

Mark Hamlin (above) waits 

at IDSME’s Pinner High St 

Station for Matthew Byatt 

(left) to emerge from the 

darkness  
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Odd Corners of IDSME 

How well do you know IDSME? The following photographs show 

odd corners of IDSME. Can you identify their location? 

1          2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3           4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5           6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers on Page 29 
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Help! The District 
Inspector is 

Confused. 
 

By ‘The Bobby’ 
 
One morning, in the not too distant future, after traffic on the 

Ickenham Miniature Railway had increased to such high levels 

that IDSME had been forced to provide double track throughout, 

with lots of new signal boxes, the District Inspector, Mr 

Wimbush, was in a bit of flap. The previous morning there had 

been a number of incidents on the line, which had culminated in 

three minutes delay to The Flying Idsmeite, IDSME's crack 

express, and he now had to write a report for the committee, 

explaining the delay. 

 

Each one of the signalmen on duty that morning had to cope with 

a different incident at some point during the shift. Unfortunately, 

although Mr Wimbush knows which signalmen were on duty on 

the early turn, what incidents occurred and the times at which an 

incident occurred, he does not have the signal box train registers 

to hand and so does not know which signalman was in which box, 

where each incident took place or which incident took place at 

which time. 

 

Using the information and clues shown below, can you help Mr 

Wimbush work out where each signalman was, what incident 

each had to cope with and at what time the incident occurred. 

Be careful though because, as Mr Wimbush has been heard to 

say, ‘that could confuse a stupid person.’ 
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The Early Turn Signalmen were Vic Barton, Mel Fuller, Peter 

Pardington, Peter Reynolds, David Sexton and Derek 

Smith. 

 

Travelling on the Up Line, (from left to right on the diagram) 

Coal Bunker Junction, Tunnel Junction and Khazi 

Junction signal boxes are passed on the Up Side of the line, 

followed by St Giles East, Foxhole Cutting and Marsh 

Junction signal boxes on the Down Side. 

The incidents occurred at 06:00, 07:15, 08:30, 09:45, 10:00 and 

11:15. 

 

Finally, for those of you who have misplaced your copy of the 

signalling regulations, here are the meanings of the bell codes 

that were sent in connection with each incident: 

 

Train passed without a tail lamp  9 

Stop and Examine      7 

Train Divided     5-5 

Train Running Away on Right Line  4-5-5 

Obstruction Danger    6 

Shunt Forward into Section   3-3-2 

 

To make it even easier, where a clue refers to an incident, the 

relevant bell code is shown in brackets at the end of the clue. 

Coal Bunker   Tunnel      Khazi 

 Junction       Junction   Junction 
      ghhhhhhhhhhi                 ghhhhhhhhhhi            ghhhhhhhhhhi 
FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFpUp Line 

Down LineqFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 
                                                               ghhhhhhhhhhi            ghhhhhhhhhhi            ghhhhhhhhhhi 
                                                            St Giles   Foxhole     Marsh 

                                                        East      Cutting    Junction 



 

December 2003 25 

Clues: 

 

1 Peter Reynolds' box, where the Driver of a Light Engine 

misjudged his braking distance and passed one of the 

Starting Signals at Danger before Line Clear had been 

received, is at one end of either the Up Side row of boxes or 

the Down Side. This incident was not timed at a  

quarter past the hour (4-5-5) 

 

2 Vic's was the penultimate incident. 

 

3 A hot axle box was spotted on an express freight at Coal 

Bunker Junction (7) 

 

4 Neither Khazi Junction, where Peter Pardington had 

booked on duty at 05:45, nor St Giles East are authorised 

to shunt trains past the Starter. This move was performed 

by the box immediately on the Up Side of the one whose 

incident was timed at 08:30. (3-3-2) 

 

5 A barrow fell off the platform onto the line at 09:45. The 

signalman's name on the alphabetical list comes 

immediately before that of the signalman at Tunnel 

Junction (6). 

 

6 The signalman in charge at St Giles East was not David, 

it was not the site that had to deal with an unfitted 

mineral train divided in section and its incident did 

not occur at either 06:00 or 08:30. (5-5) 

 

7 Derek was not the next signalman in action after the 

incident at Marsh Junction. 

 

Fortunately, the committee is in no rush to receive the report, so 

you have until the next issue of Ashpan to work out the answers. 
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CHRISTMAS CONUNDRUM 
 

By Rail Rover 

 

A test of your knowledge of Britain’s Railway Stations 

 

From the street enter 

station A (operated by  

company 1). Buy a  

ticket – be careful of its  

validity – to the next  

station along the line.  

Walk through the  

barrier. Don‟t go to  

the platforms but leave 

by another entrance. This 

takes you directly to station B  

(operated by company 2). Walk  

along the platforms and continue  

through the passageways and go down  

to the concourse of station C (operated by  

company 3). Cross the concourse and go  

down to the concourse of station D (operated 

by company 4). Then continue through to an entrance to station E 

(operated by company 1).  

 

Station E is your final destination but to get to the street 

entrance the best way is to go via the platforms of station F – 

which is really part of station E (operated by company 1) but used 

to be part of station C (though when it was part of station C it 

was operated by company 5).  

 

So after not too long, here you are at your destination, one stop 

along the line from your starting point. Your complete journey 
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has been through railway stations and you haven‟t been on a 

train. Oh, and if you have seen a train it‟s most likely to be one 

from company 6 – not mentioned them so far. 

 

So which station – and which street entrance – did you start 

from?  

At which station – street entrance – did you arrive?  

And which service would you have travelled on if you did go by 

train (which you could have)?  

And finally the tough bit: name the other stations and their 

operators? 

 

Two clues:  

 

1: The Belgians will get upset if you think it‟s in France. The 

Londoners will be upset, too. 

2: Mr Beck‟s map may help. But it doesn‟t show the Belgian and 

French connections. 

 

(If you‟re really clever, you can explain the clues too.) 

 

Answers on Page 29. 

 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv   

 

 

Seasons Greetings 
to all  

Ashpan Readers 
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Cautionary Tales For Junior Members 
Two IDSME members, one a senior member of the committee and 

the other, a Junior Member, found themselves travelling on the 

same train. The Junior Member leant over to the Committee 

Member and asked if he would like to play a fun game. The 

Committee Member just wanted to take a nap, so he politely 

declined and rolled over to the window to catch a few winks.  

The Junior Member persisted and explained that the game is 

really easy and a lot of fun. He explained „I ask you a question, 

and if you don't know the answer, you pay me £1. Then you ask 

me a question, and if I don't know the answer, I'll pay you £1.‟ 

Again, the Committee Member politely declined and tried to get 

to sleep. The Junior Member, now somewhat agitated, said, „OK, 

if you don't know the answer you pay me £1, and if I don't know 

the answer, I'll pay you £10!‟  

This caught the Committee Member‟s attention, and as he saw no 

end to this torment unless he played, he agreed to the game. The 

Junior Member asked the first question. „What's the distance 

from the earth to the moon?‟ The Committee Member didn't say a 

word, but reached into his pocket, pulled out a pound coin and 

handed it to the Junior Member. 

Now it was the Committee Member‟s turn. He asked the Junior 

Member „What goes up a hill with three legs, and comes down on 

four?‟ The Junior Member looked at him with a puzzled frown. He 

took out his laptop computer and searched all of his references. 

He connected his mobile phone to his modem and searched the 

Internet. Frustrated, he sent e-mails to all his friends - all to no 

avail. After about an hour, he woke the Committee Member and 

handed him £10. The Committee Member politely took the £10 

and turned away to try to get back to sleep. The Junior Member, 

more than a little miffed, shook the Committee Member and 

asked „Well, so what's the answer?‟  

Without a word, the Committee Member reached into his pocket, 

handed the Junior Member £1 and turned away to get back to 

sleep. 
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Answers to Odd Corners of IDSME 

 

1. End of Trolley Siding in the Steaming Bay. One of the 

Traverser running rails crosses the top of the picture. 

2. Steaming Bay Roof. 

3. Vent pipe from IDSME‟s sewer system adjacent to Khazi 

Junction. 

4. Sides of footbridge leading to Khazi Junction Signal Box. 

5. Booking Office Chimney. 

6. Looking up inside the Steaming Bay Roof. One of the 

extractor fans is visible. 
 

Answers To The Christmas Conundrum 

 

Leave from Southwark Station (London Underground) on 

Blackfriars Road and arrive at Waterloo Station (LUL) on 

Waterloo Road. The direct train service is on the Jubilee line. 

Stations: 

A - Southwark.    B - Waterloo East. 

C - Waterloo (main line).  D - Waterloo International.   

E - Waterloo (LUL).   F - Waterloo (Waterloo & City).   

Companies: 

1 - London Underground. 2 - South Eastern Trains. 

3 - Network Rail.   4 - Eurostar. 

5 - British Rail.   6 - South West Trains. 

Clue 1 - The 'other' Waterloo is nowadays in Belgium... 

Clue 2 - Mr Beck invented the diagrammatic Underground 

map. Although Waterloo shows connections with main line 

stations it doesn't mention the International station.  

Right, if you got all that lot right, I think you deserve a strong 

drink, packet of crisps, a raid on the box of chocolates or 

whatever takes your fancy!  
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Winter Programme 

 

December 2003 

 

Monday 29th – Model Engineer Exhibition 

   Wednesday 31st  Sandown Park.   

 

January 2004 
 

Friday 2nd:   Club and General Interest Night. 

Friday 9th:  Slides and Videos/ Workshop Practice. 

Friday 16th:  The Great Train Robbery, John Woolley. 

Friday 23rd:  Video Evening. 

Friday 23rd -  London Model Engineering Exhibition 

   Sunday 25th:  Wembley Exhibition Centre. 

Friday 30th:  Dividing, Peter Pardington. 
 

February 2004 
 

Friday 6th:  Club and General Interest Night. 

Friday 13th:  Slides and Videos/ Workshop Practice. 

Friday 20th:  Engineering Factory and CNC, Mike Dunning 

Friday 27th:  Building Steam Locos, John Shawe. 
 

March 2004 
 

Friday 5th:  Club and General Interest Night. 

Friday 12th:  Wheels and Rails, Fred Matthews. 

Friday 19th:  How they are made and what they can do 

   for you (Part III), Martin Humphrey. 

Friday 26th:  Slides and Videos/ Workshop Practice. 
 

 

For latest version please see Peter Cathcart or contact him at 

peter.cathcart@btconnect.com 

mailto:peter.cathcart@btconnect.com

