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Cover Story  
 

During a working party in 
February the lamp posts,  which 

featured on the cover of Ashpan No. 

65, were installed in their final 
positions. The one on the cover is by 

the level crossing, while the other 

(pictured below) is by the turntable .  
 

Now that they are finally installed , 

attention is turning to the  provision 
of suitable heads for the posts. 

Malcolm Parsons is examining 

various examples from around the 
country. He hopes to come up with 

a suitable drawing from which a 

mock up 
can be 

made to see 

if it is in proportion to the posts. 
Manufacture of the h eads may well 

then become a suitable summer 

project in the workshop on Friday 
evenings. 

 

In the meantime work is continuing to 
improve the appearance of the front of 

the site. The latest project has been 

the removal of a tree stump from near 
the gate in or der to make room for a 

new edifice which will help bring 

IDSMEõs communications into the 
twentieth century, but more of that 

another timeé 
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Chairmanôs Chat 
 

Well the winter program has come to an end, the first public run of 

the season went pretty well, the  portable track trailer is being 

titivated ready for its first outing of the year, and summer activities 

are kicking off.  And so the years continue.  

The last few months have been quite difficult within the club, with 

much disagreement among members, with hurt feelings and 

sections of the society feeling fed up and under valued. I guess these 

sorts of things occur in many organisations from time to time, but 

when it affects an organisation like IDSME which many of us 

regard as a haven from the rest of the w orld, it feels rather 

uncomfortable. The committee has been working at this in its recent 

meetings, and I hope that some of the issues that have given rise to 

this angst will start to resolve themselves. As ever, if you have 

anything you would like the com mittee to consider, bring it to the 

attention of myself, the secretary, or your favourite committee 

member, and it will be raised at the next committee meeting.   

One thing I would point out however is that the committee is not set 

up to resolve disagreeme nts between members.  So if you are 

offended by something said or done by another member, talk to 

them, resolve it with them.  Donõt send an ôangry-of-IDSMEõ letter 

to the committee expecting them to act as judge, jury and 

executioner.  The committee has t he job of running the society (see 

the recently discussed Articles) and cannot adjudicate on personal 

disagreements.  

And speaking of the Articles, there will be a vote at the AGM on a 

motion to accept the recent proposals for changes.  The final version 

of the proposed changes will be published somewhere around the 

end of July and there will be no further opportunity for discussion 

from then on.  They either all stand or all fall.  So if you have any 

concerns in this area, talk to the Articles sub -committee  members 

(Peter Cathcart, David Sexton, Malcolm Parsons and Mel Fuller) 

pronto!  

Finally, enjoy the summer, and HAPPY Model Engineering . 
John Browning  
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Ashpan Notebook  
 
Ashpan 71  

 

This issue of Ashpan contains a number of articles and items 

contributed by va rious members of the society, so thank you to them 

for their efforts , especially  those who had their arms twisted to 

produce something or who contributed more than one item.  

 

Boiler Tests  

 

As many of you will know new boiler testing regulations came into 

force at the beginning of the year. On page 7, Peter Pardington, one 

of the societyõs boiler testers, summarises the changes and how they 

will affect boiler tests conducted at IDSME. Please read this if you 

have, or in the near future, are likely to have a boiler that needs 

testing.  

 

Membership Survey  Meeting  

 

As you may recall a questionnaire accompanied the last issue of 

Ashpan. The Secretary has been busy collating the results and a 

discussion open to all members will take place on Friday evening 

26th  May. More details about this in the Secretaryõs Notes. 

 

Ashpan 72  

 

It is hoped to produce the next issue in time to be distributed with 

the AGM notices at the end of August. This all depends on suitable 

material being available to fill the space so if you fe el like putting 

pen to paper or are just in a hurry to read the second part of Peter 

Reynoldsõ fascinating article, why not help the editorial process 

along by submitting your contribution to the editor by the August 

Running Day.  

 



                                                                        Ashpan Number 71 4 

Secretaryôs Notes 
 

Subscriptions for 2006/07 are now due.  The rates are £23 full, 

£14 pensioner or unwaged and £6 junior (under 18 and still 

full time at school).  If you donõt think youõll be seeing Vic 

Barton, our Treasurer, in the coming weeks, you can always 

either post a che que to me (address at front of Ashpan) or 

leave it in an envelope on the clubroom notice board.  

Thank you to those who filled in and returned the 

questionnaire initiated by the site sub committee, and sent out 

with the last Ashpan.  31 of 67 members respon ded and whilst 

the number and spread of responses isnõt enough to give us a 

full picture of the society, it does give us helpful information to 

guide us.   

Something with hindsight I should have picked up on earlier 

was that the personal data sought drew u s into the area 

covered by the Data Protection Act principles.  The main 

committee decided the right way to manage this was for the 

society secretary ð who is also formally the company Data 

Controller for IDSME - to collate and analyse the survey in 

line w ith the DPA.  

The survey report was considered at the committee meeting on 

19th  April.  Weõve agreed the report and its appendix of all the 

comments should be available to all members and if a copy is 

not enclosed with this Ashpan then there will be a copy on the 

clubroom notice  board and you can collect a personal copy 

either from the clubroom or by contacting me.  Do, please, take 

the time to read it.  The only difference from the committee 

copy is that the list of members responding has been removed.  

IDSM E is about its members and the survey strongly 

reinforced this.  People become members through knowing 

members, they join because they like the company of fellow 

members and the vision for the future is built around the 

friendships made and the atmosphere of the society.  With 
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that in mind, the committee felt the best way forward is to 

have general discussion on the findings of the survey and the 

issues around it.  Weõve set this for the evening of Friday 26th  

May.  Please join in.  

One message from the surv ey was that the winter programme 

is very important to many members and there are ways we 

can do better.  As several of you know, itõs not easy being 

Programme Secretary and Peter Cathcart has held the fort for 

the last four years.  Mel Fuller and I have vo lunteered to join 

him in organising this winterõs programme.  Whilst weõre 

always on the lookout for good guest speakers, weõd also like to 

encourage more of our own to come forward.  Not necessarily 

for a whole evening; we can combine two, three or four 

speakers on an evening, sharing a theme.  Weõll be testing 

your views on our ideas for various programme evenings over 

the coming months.  And my thanks to Mark Hamlin who has, 

I understand, already found four possible outside speakers for 

the coming winter . 

To close on a personal note, I knew the summer season had 

started at IDSME when, on the Friday before Easter, I 

attempted to complete digging around the tree stump by the 

gate to loosen it for removal.  Having arrived early at 6pm, I 

was delighted by the  number of members who came in 

through the gate from 7.30pm and stopped to offer me 

encouragement and advice.  The President personally 

sharpened the old hand axe for me and a consortium led by 

the Treasurer hastened to set up electric light so I could 

continue working after dusk.  They werenõt even defeated by a 

broken lamp and searched out another lamp on a lead instead.  

The audience was tremendous ð at least twelve sitting on the 

track trolleys or standing watching.   

Sadly the Vice Chairman, a bit newe r than most, did 

eventually break ranks and join me in my deep moat to help 

speed up digging.  No -one was more surprised than I when at 

9.15pm we both stood on the stump to rock it and it fell over.  



                                                                        Ashpan Number 71 6 

The cheer from our audience was lovely but I was concern ed 

Iõd let you down by finishing so early.  I will, of course, now be 

considering other similar activities for the summer 

programme, such as cutting up the stump, removing the 

stump, filling the hole, casting the telephone kiosk foundation 

and so on.  Do feel free to join me ð audience participation is 

always most welcome!  

 

David Sexton, Secretary  

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv  

 

RAILWAY HISTORY  
Peter Reynolds 

 

For those of you interested in Railway History the existence of a free 

research facility has come to my attention. It is óThe Railway Studies 

Collectionô and is located on the first floor above a public library run by 

Devon Library Services. 

 The material available for study is in the form of books, leaflets, 

timetables, drawings, maps and magazines with an extensive collection 

of postcards and slides. All the information is arranged according to the 

classification scheme based on that devised by George Ottley for his 

óBibliography of Railway Historyô.  If you are into railway history you 

will already have Ottleyôs three volumes or at least be aware of his 

system. 

Access is free, there is no need to book before visiting and no readerôs 

ticket is required. The collection is housed on the first floor of the 

Newton Abbot Library, Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 

2RJ. Tel 01626 206422. 

 The opening hours are Wednesday 10-1pm, 2-5pm Thursday 2-5pm 

and limited access Saturday 10-1pm and 2-4pm. 

If you are not in Devon or can not get there they do deal with postal 

enquiries c/o Newton Abbot Library or by email to 

Railway.Library@devon.gov.uk  

More information can be found on the internet at  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/etched?_IXP_=1&_IXR=100306 



 

May 2006                                                                           7 

 
Peter Pardington summarises the new boiler testing 

regulations,  as they will be applied at IDSME.  

 
1. The new regulations came into force on the 1 st of January 

this year.   
2. Existing certificates with expiry dates later than 1 st 

January will remain valid until expiry.   
3. Each boiler shall have a unique identification number 

indelibly mark ed upon it.   
4. The owner of any boiler must calculate the capacity of the 

boiler in Bar -Litres. (Working Pressure, measured in Bars , 

multiplied by  the total capacity  of the boiler, measured in 
litres) .  

5. The hydraulic test is now for ten minute s duration inst ead 

of the previous twenty  minutes and is valid for  up to four  
years at the boiler testersõ discretion.   

6. Boilers with a n existing  certificate less than fourteen 

months old will not need a new  hydraulic test . The existing  
certificate should be presented whe n submitting the boiler 

for the first time under the new reg ulations , so that all the 

relevant data can be transferred to the new record card. In 
addition, owners should retain all documentation both old 

and new so that it may be passed on to any subsequen t 

owner.   
7. New regulation s require a visual inspection when cold and 

a steam test. If satisfactory , a new certificate will be 

issued. (If the existing  certificate is more than fourteen 
months  old then a new hydraulic test must be made)   

8. A new steam test will be required at intervals of not more than 

fourteen months, irrespective of any existing certificate in force.  
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9. The old system gave a recommendation of fourteen  years as 

the interval between removal s of the boiler cladding , 

fittings etc. to allow a full visual examination, but the new 
regulations  give a maximum of ten years.  

10. The Southern Federation will be keeping a r ecord of all 

boiler inspections.  Every owner is responsible for keeping a 
record of any  maintenance , checks, repairs , changes of 

fittings e tc. and such record must  be presented at the time 

of the next test. If a boiler fails its test, there is no point in 
taking it to another club as the Southern Fed eration  will 

pick up the fact that it has already failed .   
11. Boiler owners must provide proof o f hydraulic and steam 

tests every time model is run on our , or any other , 

premises, including portable track runs and other societies. 

The certificates may be checked by the Loco 
Superintendent, the Chief Engineer or the Fat Controller 

on the day and the f act recorded in the track log. (On a 

portable track run this should be done by the Fat 
Controller )   

12. Any structural repairs / alterations etc. invalidate the 

certificate and the boiler must be re -tested. Any boiler that 
is scrapped must be reported as such so that it can be 

deleted from Southern Fed eration  records.  
13. Boilers under construction should be inspected by testers 

at least twice during construction. (IDSME õs system is 

more thorough) .  
14. It is the responsibility of the boiler owner to prepare the boiler for 

inspection. Any plugs, fittings etc. that are required must be 

supplied. In cases where a model is not fitted with a hand pump or 

where the boiler is removed from the model then  two  ¼ x 40 male 

fittings will be required, otherwise one will suffice.  
15. For any commercially built boiler the owner should verify that the 

design meets the criteria laid down in the new regulation (get a 

copy, if in doubt). All published boiler designs should also be 

checked, as some of these are now many years old.  
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Presid entès Charity 

 
The April Running Day saw the President, Peter Pardington, 

present a cheque for £330 to his nominated charity, the 

Paediatric Occupational Therapy Department at Hillingdon 
Hospital. This was the same charity as last year but the 

amount donat ed was substantially greater this time . 

The cheque was received by Carol Lyons, the senior 
occupational therapist, who was pleasantly surprised by the 

increase. 

Most of the extra money came from the £180 raised through 
the sale of 2005 Christmas Slide Show  DVD and video. Thank 

you to all those who contributed by buying a copy. As it was 

the 25 th  Slide Show, the organising team thought it 
appropriate to make it available for sale and raise some extra 

money for the Presidentõs Charity at the same time. There are 
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still a limited 

number of DVDs 

and videos 
available and if 

you would like a 

copy please 
contact the editor 

of Ashpan. The 

cost is £12, of 
which £10 goes 

towards the 

Presidentõs 
Charity, in this 

case forming the nucleus of next yearõs donation. In the 

meantime thoughts are now turning to what can be done to 
raise money for next yearõs Presidentõs Charity. Ideas on a 

postcard toé 

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv  

 

Mine ôoõ Tour  
The answer  

 
By The Bobby  

 
The Light Switch was on Level Three (clue3). Since Malcolm Parsons 

visited Level Four (clue 5), clue 1 tells us that the Mine Locomotive 

cannot have been on Level Six because that would imply that the 

veteran slate mine explorer on Level Four was Peter Pardington, not 

Malcolm. Clue 4 shows that the Green Doors were not on the lowest 

level and clue 5 proves the Gnomesô Grotto was not on this level either. 

The remains of the cap lamp are ruled out by clue 7 and, so, by 

elimination, Level Six must be where the Deep Puddle was. It therefore 

follows that Derek Smith was Tom Haynesô companion on Level Six 

(clues 2 & 6). We now know neither Malcolm nor Derek Smith visited 

Level One. Likewise David Sexton and Chris Cobley were not on this 
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level (clue 7), and Mel Fuller could not have been on the highest level 

(clue 4). Clues 1 & 3 taken together rule out Level One for Peter 

Pardington, since that would imply that the Mine Loco was on level 3, 

in contradiction of clue 3. Therefore, by elimination, the veteran slate 

mine explorer on Level One must have been Peter Reynolds. His novice 

companion was not Peter Cathcart or Derek Elliot (clue 8), and we 

know he was not Tom Haynes or Chris Cobley. Nor can he have been 

Colin Reid (clue 1) so he must have been David Collins, and the Green 

Doors are therefore on Level One (clue 4). Clue 5 now tells us that the 

Gnomesô Grotto which we know was not on Levels One & Three must 

be on Level Two and clue 4 tells us that it was Mel Fuller who was 

wincing at the embarrassing memories they brought back. Peter 

Pardington cannot have been on Level Five (clue 1) so by elimination 

he must have been on Level Three where he once again decided to see 

what would happen if he switched off the lights. Also from clue 1, now 

that we know which level Peter Pardington was on we can say that 

Colin Reid was on Level Four with Malcolm, and the Mine Locomotive 

was on Level Five when first found, although it might subsequently 

have been moved during the visit. By elimination, the veteran slate mine 

explorer on that level must have been David Sexton, with Chris Cobley 

and the item found on Level Four must have been the remains of the 

home made cap lamp. Clue 8 places Peter Cathcart with Mel Fuller on 

Level Two and Derek Elliott with Peter Pardington on Level Three. 

 

In Summary 

 

Level Veteran  Novice   Item of Interest 

1 Peter Reynolds David Collins  Green Doors 

2 Mel Fuller  Peter Cathcart  Gnomesô Grotto 

3 Peter Pardington Derek Elliott  Light Switch 

4 Malcolm Parsons Colin Reid  Cap Lamp 

5 David Sexton  Chris Cobley  Mine Loco 

6 Derek Smith  Tom Haynes  Deep Puddle 

 

On the day following their mine exploration, our intrepid party of 

Idsmeites went and climbed a mountain. The traces of IDSME visits 

past that they found up there is another story entirelyé 
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Gallery  
 

 
IDSME at 

The Model 

Engineering 
Exhibition, 

Sandown 

Park  
 

Photos by 

Peter 
Pardington  
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IDSME at 
The London 

Model 

Engineering 
Exhibition, 

Alexandra 

Palace 
 

Photos by 

Peter 
Pardington  
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Efforts being made during the March 
working party to remove the tree stump by 

the gate. It finally succumbed in April! 
 

 
 

 
 

The first 

passenger train 
of the 2006 

season, Derek 

Elliott at the 
controls.  

 

 
All Photos  
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 Patrick Rollin  
 

 

 


