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Cover Story 

100 Years of Railways  

Through Ickenham 
 

Sunday 4th July 2004 saw the One Hundredth Anniversary of the 

opening to passengers of the Harrow and Uxbridge Railway, the 
first railway to pass through the Ickenham area. The cover 

photograph, taken on that Sunday, shows  the London Transport 

Museum‟s preserved train of 1938 tube stock passing through 
Ickenham station as it nears the end of the second of two return 

trips between Uxbridge and Amersham which were run to 

commemorate the anniversary. 
 

At Uxbridge there 

were a number of 
stalls in the booking 

hall area, while 

outside the station 
were a couple of 

preserved buses and 

a brass band. 
Displayed on the 

station concourse 

was a 
commemorative 

cake. 

 
The line was authorised by the Harrow & Uxbridge Railway Act 

of 6th August 1897 under the auspices of the Metropolitan District 

Railway, with whom agreement had been reached to operate the 
line, as an extension to the latter company‟s Ealing and South 

Harrow Line. The MDR however had difficulty raising the capital 

required, owing to commitments elsewhere and therefore local 
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interests in Uxbridge approached the Metropolitan Railway to 

take over the scheme. In an agreement dated 18th June 1899 the 
Met agreed to manage and work the Harrow and Uxbridge. An 

additional connecting line was to be built between the Met at 

Harrow and Rayners Lane and the MDR was to be granted 
running powers over the line from South Harrow. All this was 

confirmed in the Harrow & Uxbridge Railway Act of 9th August 

1899. 
Construction work finally began on 9th September 1901 under the 

contractors Bott & Stennet. Principle works during the 

construction were the Roxeth Viaduct between South Harrow and 
Rayners Lane, a deep cutting at Uxbridge Common and a 

shallower one west of Ruislip. There was just one intermediate 

station at Ruislip, approximately half a mile south of Ruislip 
village. The terminus at Uxbridge was in Belmont Road on the 

site now occupied by Sainsbury‟s. 

The official opening ceremony was held on 30th June 1904 when 
Metropolitan E Class Locomotive No 1 hauled a special train 

from Baker Street to Uxbridge where Luncheon was served. 

Public passenger services commenced four days later on 4th July. 
The 1899 Act had allowed for electrification of the line and work 

was well advanced at the time of opening with a substation being 

provided at Ickenham. Delays in the completion of the 
Metropolitan‟s Power Station at Neasden however meant that for 

the first six months services were steam hauled with electric 

services commencing on 1st January 1905. The Harrow & 
Uxbridge Railway Company was formally absorbed by the 

Metropolitan on 30th June 1905 

There was no regular service between South Harrow and Rayners 
Lane until 1st March 1910 when the MDR finally began to 

exercise its running powers to Uxbridge. 

Several new stations were added to the line in short order, the 
first being Ickenham which opened as a halt on 25th September 

1905. The following year halts were opened at Eastcote and 

Rayners Lane, both opening on 26th May 1906. Ruislip Manor 
halt opened on 5th August 1912 while West Harrow opened on 

17th November 1913. The last of the stations on the line to open 
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was Hillingdon (Swakeleys) which opened on 10th December 

1923. 
On 3rd July 1933 the Metropolitan Railway became part of the 

London Passenger Transport Board, finally bringing all the 

services on the Uxbridge branch under the same management 
and on 23rd October 1933 District services over the line were 

replaced by those of the Piccadilly Line. 

In the early days traffic on the branch was light but considerable 
house building took place along the route during the early 1930s 

leading in turn to a considerable increase in patronage.  

Consequently a number of improvements were made to the 
infrastructure of the line during the period. Rayners Lane, 

Eastcote and Ruislip Manor stations were rebuilt while a 

completely new station was provided at Uxbridge, opening in 
December 1938.  Further station reconstructions took place at 

Ickenham (1971), West Harrow (1990) and Hillingdon (1992) 

leaving only Ruislip in near original condition.  
Aside from the stations new three aspect colour light signalling 

was installed along the branch in 1930. This resulted in the 

closure of the Signalbox at Ickenham while the boxes at Eastcote 
and Ruislip were thereafter only opened when access to the goods 

yard was required. New signal boxes were provided at Rayners 

Lane (1935 after the original box was badly damaged by a 
runaway freight train) and Uxbridge (1938 at the same time the 

new station opened). The new works at Uxbridge also saw the 

closure of the goods yard and its replacement by twelve stabling 
sidings although these were not available for use until 1942. The 

traction current power supplies were also upgraded at this time 

with new substations opening at Rayners Lane, Eastcote and 
Uxbridge. 

Monday to Friday midday off-peak Piccadilly Line services were 

withdrawn between Rayners Lane and Uxbridge in March 1959 
with the evening off-peak and Sunday services following in 

October 1967. Saturday afternoon Piccadilly services between 

Rayners Lane and Uxbridge were withdrawn in 1970, with the 
remaining Saturday services going in 1974, leaving Uxbridge 
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served solely by the Metropolitan except during the Monday to 

Friday peak hours. 
The remaining goods yards along the line closed in 1964, 

resulting in the closure of Eastcote signal box. Ruislip box was 

retained to work a single remaining crossover at Ruislip, finally 
closing in 1975 when a new connection was provided between the 

branch and the Central Line‟s Ruislip depot. Located between 

Ruislip and Ickenham stations this new connection was 
controlled from Rayners Lane signal box and also permitted 

trains to be reversed there clear of the running lines. Soon 

thereafter, in 1977, the peak hour services on the Piccadilly were 
revised such that some trains terminated at Ruislip instead of 

Uxbridge. 

Further re-signalling of the line took place in the 1980s. The 
Rayners Lane area was re-signalled in 1985 with control of the 

new signalling temporarily established in the existing Rayners 

Lane Signal Cabin. Uxbridge Signal Cabin closed in 1987 when 
the area was re-signalled and control again temporarily 

established at Rayners Lane. The plan was that control would be 

transferred to the Metropolitan Signalling Control Centre at 
Baker St once the Harrow on the Hill area had been re-signalled. 

Writing in 2004 Harrow has yet to be re-signalled and control of 

the Uxbridge Branch remains at Rayners Lane. 
Services on the line which had been 

declining generally during the 1960s and 

70s began to improve in the late 1980s 
and early 90s. Off peak Piccadilly 

services were re-introduced between 

Rayners Lane and Uxbridge in 
September 1996 and your editor had the 

privilege if signalling the very first of 

these through trains into Uxbridge. 
A Metropolitan train of A stock leaves Uxbridge 

on 4th July. The A stock has provided services on 

the Uxbridge Branch longer than any other type 

of train – more than forty years so far. 
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
Model Railway Exhibition 
 
The Model Railway Group‟s Exhibition on Saturday 30th October 

is fast approaching. As in past years the exhibition is being held 
in the Scout Halls in Community Close. These are the buildings 

which back onto our site by Khazi Junction Signalbox. The 

exhibition will be open from 10:30am until 5:00pm. If you are 
interested in helping out at the exhibition as a steward then 

please keep an eye on the club notice board as the Model Railway 

Group will soon be putting up a notice asking for volunteers. In 
the meantime to get you in the mood this issue of Ashpan 

contains an article by Tony Wood about his latest model railway 

layout, „Villier St‟ and also contains the concluding part of Simon 
Hamlin‟s article about his Isle of Man layout „Ballysylly‟. 

 

Ashpan 67 
 
First let me thank all those whose articles appear in this issue of 

Ashpan. Without your contributions Ashpan would be a very 
short read indeed.  

The provisional publication date for Ashpan 67 is Friday 17th 

December, the Christmas Slide Show. Therefore any 
contributions should be with the editor by the December running 

day at the latest.  

Once again those of you who have access to email can now submit 
your articles by this method to   Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com  

 

Winter Programme 

 

As usual the AGM sees the start of the Winter Programme. Peter 

Cathcart has been busy organising this year‟s schedule and 

details will be available soon.  
 

mailto:AshpanEditor@btopenworld.com
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

One of the things that has been discussed during the year (both 

at a club meeting, and in committee) is the President's 

Charity.  The idea is that the club could make a donation to a 
local charity nominated by the President.  This would be both a 

helpful contribution to the community, and also could be used as 

positive publicity by the club.  The club already makes charitable 
contributions as a result of the outside runs, but the objective 

here is to make the club's support of other local charities more 

obvious.  The donation will be made by the club, but our 
President, as well as nominating a local charity, has decided to 

donate some money to the club for this specific purpose in each 

year that he holds the post.  The committee, on behalf of the club, 
has decided that a sum from club funds should also be added to 

this donation.  The way is now open for any other club members 

who may wish to do so, to make a contribution to this effort, and 
our treasurer has agreed to accept donations on behalf of the 

President's Charity.  The President has nominated the Hillingdon 

Hospital Paediatric Unit Appeal.  So any club members who 
would like to make a contribution to this worthy appeal are asked 

to have a word with the treasurer, and he will make sure the 

donation goes to the right place. 
With your  AGM notices  you will find details of some changes 

that have had to be made to the way the AGM is organised in 

order to keep us legal within the Company's Act.  Please be 
assured that these are largely formalities.  The evening of the 

AGM will, as ever, give all members an opportunity to have their 

say on whatever topic interests them, and I, for one, look forward 
to our usual lively discussion.  I'd like to remind you all of what I 

said this time last year.  "... since the AGM's nearly on us, now's 

your chance to have your say about how the club is run, and 
who's doing the running.  So have a stir, wind a few people up, 

and then join in...".  That applies just as much to this year as 

last.  So I look forward to seeing you all then.       
John Browning 
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Secretary’s Notes 
 
The formation of the limited company was to protect members 

from personal financial harm if ever anyone decided to sue the 

club.  It was always our intention that the way we ran the society 
should not be changed by the limited company structure unless 

we agreed it was helpful.  Although our Articles of Association 

have generally met this test, there have been times when we‟ve 
found the detail doesn‟t work as we would wish.  The Committee 

feels we should review the articles during 2004/5 and consider 

revising them at the 2005 AGM.  We would hope to run this like 
the formation of the limited company, with lots of information 

and open debate at meetings so that all the proposed changes are 

understood, and concerns identified and tackled long before we 
get to the AGM. 

 

Over the years the number of different locks and keys in use on 
the site has grown as, for safety and security reasons, we protect 

equipment and buildings from misuse.  However it has now got to 

the stage where as a site key-holder for the emergency services I 
don‟t know where all the different keys are kept on site and who 

has personal keys.  We want to look at suiting the locks and 

reducing down to just three types of keys, the Yale-type entrance 
gate key, the Chubb clubhouse door key and a standard padlock 

key, similar to the ones used on the workshop.   

 
Clothing with the club badge on has proved popular over the 

years.  These items are not cheap and Peter Cathcart has been 

doing some investigation into alternative sources.  He has now 
found a major supplier that, after a one-off payment for the  

badge design costs, looks to be about 20% cheaper and has a 

much wider range of clothing and other articles that can bear our 
insignia.  He will be bringing the catalogue down for us all to 

read and hopes to have agreed delivery of the first order by 

Christmas. 
  David Sexton 
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Letters To The Editor 
 

Malcolm Parsons raises some concerns he has about proposed 

changes to the Annual General Meeting 

 
Twenty years or so ago a member raised, during Any other 

Business at an IDSME Annual General Meeting, a suggestion 

that the date of the end of the society‟s financial year should be 
altered to the end of March. Oh, how we laughed at this 

preposterous suggestion. Had there have been room (AGMs then 

were as popular as they are now) we would no doubt have been 
rolling in the aisles, too. And today, when does the IDSME 

financial year finish? At the end of March. 

Now I know you all stand there in the corner reading the committee 
meeting minutes, but just in case you were distracted by something 
like the tea bell I am sure the committee won‟t mind me pointing out 
part of one of the minutes from their June meeting. Under the 
heading „September 2004 AGM Arrangements‟ it reads: “Members 
will be required to notify the Secretary of items for discussion under 
„Any Other Business‟ one week in advance and minor issues will not 
be encouraged”.  I have no problem with the reintroduction of the 

previous request for advance notification of AOB items. That‟s 

not unreasonable. It enables information to be gathered for a 
reply or helps plan the order of the meeting.  

But I would strongly protest at any attempt to reduce the 

spontaneity of the AGM. Who is to classify “minor” issues? Are 
we to be provided with a list of discouraged subjects? 

After the last AGM, I am sure all of us support the committee‟s 

moves to ensure that the election procedures are properly 
followed. However, it seems that in looking at the Articles (the 

legal document which sets out how we run the club – legally a 

company) the fact that they do not specifically allow for Any 
Other Business at the AGM has been jumped on. But if the 

articles do not specifically allow for Any Other Business, do they 

specifically forbid it?  
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When the company was set up one of the principles followed was 

that as far as practicable IDSME should continue to operate as it 
had as an unincorporated body. I‟ve been to most of the AGMs for 

the last forty years and there has always been AOB. 

During those AGMs many serious debates have descended into 
the trivial. But on the other hand many apparently minor issues 

have developed into worthwhile discussions and positive actions. 

I note too from the minutes a suggestion (was it debated? is the 
committee following it through? did they throw the idea out? The 

minutes are inconclusive.) that the AGM could transform itself 

into a normal [!] meeting for “more mundane matters”.  
The AGM is the annual occasion when, hopefully, all the 

committee are present along with an encouragingly large 

majority of the membership and all manner of issues can be 
aired. Even if they are in a minority, a member raising an issue 

feels it to be important. The AGM has a status above other 

meetings, firm agreements are more likely to be made and 
carried through and (I trust) properly minuted. 

If the committee feels it has good reason to propose changes to 

the AGM procedures it should make formal representations to 
the membership to consider. 

 

Malcolm Parsons. 
 

Chairman, John Browning replies :- 

I understand very clearly where Malcolm is coming from in his 

letter.  I urge you all to read the note by Peter Cathcart, that 

accompanies the AGM notices, explaining how the AGM will be 

run. Hopefully it will be a clear description of what has to be done 

to keep us legal, without using too much legalese, and will put 

Malcolm‟s mind at rest.  The committee does not want to stifle 

discussion in any way or form. I shall be sitting at the front of the 

meeting on that evening after the formal business is done, and 

will welcome discussion of any matter, whether it be major or 

trivial, until we all get chucked out at 10.30. 
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Gallery 

A fine line up of locomotives just prior to the June Running Day. 

A full trainload of passengers is about to depart during the 
portable track run at Swakeleys House in June. As usual the 

Swakeleys event was part of the biennial Ickenham Festival. 
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Above: Emergency 

Engineering Work in 
the turntable pit 

during the August 

running day. 
 
 
 

Right: The view from 

the Signalbox on the 

August running day. 
Matthew Byatt 

restarts a heavy train 

from a signal check. 
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IDSME Wide Web 

 

IDSME finally has its very own presence on the internet. The 

picture above shows the home page that greets all visitors to our 
website. The IDSME webmaster is Chris Cobley and he, with the 

assistance of a number of other members, notably Phil Wimbush, 

has put together an excellent site for those who wish to find out 
more about IDSME. 

Among the many things that can be found on the site are 

downloadable copies of recent issues of Ashpan. While you might 
think it superfluous when you have a printed copy in your hand, 

there is one big difference; the downloaded version will have most 

of its pictures in colour! 

Finally and most importantly the website address is 

www.idsme.co.uk  Go and have a look today. 

http://www.idsme.co.uk/
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Testing Testing 

 
‘Cariad’, pictured above is Peter Reynolds’ latest modelling 

project. Built from scratch, when complete it will have a number 

of unusual or possibly unique features for a model boat. The 
Cariad Project’s Assistant Test & Development Engineer, Mel 

Fuller describes the testing involved for just one of these features. 

 
„Cariad‟ is a steam tug so obviously it must be steam powered. It‟s 

a bit tricky to stoke the fire when Cariad is in the middle of a 

lake so oil firing looks to be the answer. 
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Now we have to design and test a suitable atomiser. No problem. 

If we can oil fire a boiler the size of Westminster Abbey this 

should be a doddle.  (Peter has been involved in the building of 
some of the largest power stations in the World. i.e. Castle Peak 

which provides the electricity for Hong Kong) 

 
First construct a test rig consisting of an air reservoir and a fuel 

reservoir, feeding an atomiser via numerous valves. The fuel 

vessel holds about a pint and the air vessel is rated at 50 psi. 
Now we know from our books that the fuel vessel should be 

pressurised at 1-2 psi and the air supply at the atomiser should 

be about 10psi. We find that 7psi is just right.  

 

 

What about the burner?  No problem, an 18” length of scaffolding 
should do the trick with a combustion chamber and restrictor 

plate holding the atomiser in position. To obtain the best 

combustion it has been found that swirling of the air improves 
matters. Not sure about draughting, so  let‟s see what happens! 
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Air on. Fuel on.  Ignition. Roaring flames, choking smoke and a, 

red hot burner in seconds. Very unstable combustion. Fuel off. 

Air off. Leave well alone. Move fire extinguisher to our side of test 
rig; it had been unreachable on the exhaust side of the 

equipment! What is the problem? Draughting? Proportions of the 

combustion chamber? Fuel atomiser? 
 

Let‟s improve the draughting and stop choking ourselves. Easy, 

add 10 feet of 3” diameter copper tube to improve draughting and 
take smoke outside of workshop door. A blower on the end of the 

tube might help, and what about this plastic tube? That will help 

aim the smoke. It won‟t get that hot this far away, surely. 
 

Air on. Fuel on. Blower on. Ignition.  Combustion is still unstable. 

Anyone who has seen and heard the engine of a WWII doodle-bug 
will know what we are experiencing. Even bigger flames our end, 

more smoke at the other. The drip tray has now melted and has 

fallen to the floor in flames. The plastic extension is gracefully 
drooping and now also drops to the floor.  

 

What‟s happening now? Sparks are being flung from the blower. 
Fuel off. Air off. Blower off.  Unable to see through the smoke. A 

low growling noise starts.  It‟s not Peter this time; there are still 

flames in the tube. A puff of smoke and a small blast of flame 
attempts to escape through the blower and then whoosh, an 

impressive blow black sends flames roaring out of our end, then 

silence. 
Smoke disperses a little. Peter peers down blower. Hello, its  

glowing red hot, matching the copper tube. It seems we have no  

problem generating enough heat! The remains of the plastic 
extension tube can be poured away. 

A little later the blower has cooled enough to handle, it is now 

sparkling clean inside. The sparks were the result of burning 
carbon deposits that had been on the fan blades etc. The blower 

now  works a treat. Without all those deposits it blows/sucks 

much more efficiently. 
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Above: The Test Rig  

 

 

Right: Extension 

pipe still rigid, drip 

tray in position 

 
 

 

Left: With flames 

roaring out of the 
burner some 

adjustments might be 

necessary! 
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Back to the problem. Remove the blower and 10‟ extension. Why 

not try „straight holes‟ in the restrictor? The swirls might be 

causing our problem as when the atomiser is withdrawn (still lit) 
an inch or two from the combustion chamber the flame stabilises. 

 

The new restrictor is made and fitted. Air on. Fuel on. Ignition. 
Less unstable flame results, slightly less smoke but still not good 

enough. Whilst trying to withdraw the atomiser it moves forward 

a little, the flame stabilises! Flames contained in the chamber. 
Less smoke. Success! Reducing the length of the chamber solves 

the final part of the puzzle. Scrap old chamber and make new 

one. Air on. Fuel on. Ignition. Stable flame, little smoke, great 
heat. JOY What a wonderful thing this model engineering game 

is! 

 
Just a minute what‟s that burning smell? The bench is rather 

warm and the welding gloves are smoking but it‟s not 

that………..looking up we see that the strip lights are „sweating a 
bit‟. The cables look very shiny and droopy and the casing is too 

hot to handle. I think we stopped just in time. 

 
Partially-Able Seaman Fuller 

 
 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
 
 

Don’t Forget  
Member’s Running Day 

Saturday 11th September 2004 
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Villier Street 
 

An EM gauge compact minimum space layout  
described by Tony Wood 

 

The layout was built by a small group of EM gauge Society 
members, including IDSME member Tony Wood. It was 

constructed for the 2003 DEMU Small Layout competition, which 

was judged at the DEMU Showcase Exhibition and AGM. The 
rules were as follows: 

 The Layout should have at least one operational point  

(not a catch point). 
 The Layout should occupy an area no greater than  

    654 sq ins including fiddle yard or hidden sidings. 

 The Layout should have an operational platform. 
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Armed with our previous experience of building another layout, 

„The Brewery‟, for the same competition the previous year, which 

had been of an unusual trapezoidal shape, with three legs, we 
thought „Why not follow the triangular theme further and build a 

layout shaped as an Isosceles triangle and viewed end on?‟ We 

had to accommodate a platform, so why not a running line too? 
 

Unsure whether the new format of viewing a layout end on would 

work, I consulted my friend Derek who had done some work in 
the theatre some years ago and he reckoned that only modelling 

items as viewed, and forcing the perspective, would work; after 

all its does in the theatre! 
Having the idea proved we decided to register the layout for the 

competition and try to build it to see if it would work as we hadn‟t 

seen any other layouts like it. This is where I called on my friend 
Scott who is a carpenter by trade, and he helped me to build the 

baseboard and legs. It is good to have, or borrow, a chop saw 

when building baseboards, especially funny shaped triangular 
ones, as once one piece is made the angle can be repeated to exact 

size and with square ends. If possible get one with an adjustable 

end stop as this makes the job of producing repeated identical 
blocks possible so that it all fits together squarely. We chose 6mm 

MDF for the baseboard surface and sides and 2x2 for the plug-in 
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legs. It was decided to make the board as one piece with an 

integral front viewing frame and light holder, so as to make the 

whole unit as sturdy as possible. The sector plate, which is an 
important piece of the final design, was made of black plasticard 

with the track glued onto it. For such a small sector plate this 

was all that is needed. The two points are of standard copper clad 
construction, which I had built at several model railway 

exhibitions while manning the EM Gauge Society Demonstration 

Stand. Talking of EM, this gauge was adopted for the layout as 
the track is viewed end on and so the narrowness of OO track 

would be much more readily apparent than normal. Plus, of 

course, all three of us already model in EM gauge. 
For point control the excellent „Tortoise‟ motors were chosen as 

they also have extra switches to switch the point polarity. The 

plain track is SMP flexible track and the buffer stops are 
modified Peco OO items. The distinctive retaining walls are made 

by Merkur, available from International Models and they help 

give the layout its distinctive feel. The oil tanks are Kibri N 
gauge ones bought second hand many years ago in the hope that 

they would some day come in handy. Well they finally did! The 

ladders were added later and are from the Walthers range. The 
locomotive fuel 

point is half of 

the Knightwing 
Kit, which is 

large enough to 

accommodate 
four Type 2 

Locomotives. 

Also used on the 
layout are the 

Ratio Spear 

Fencing and the Peco Bridge Sides. The platform is scratch built. 
Construction went well for a few weeks, until it dawned on me 

that time was running out and so Ian came and collected the 

layout so that he and Peter could work their magic touch on it. 
You may recognise the greenery and the corrugated fencing from 
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other layouts! We think 

that the layout works 

well visually as most 
prototype photos are of 

the classic ¾ view 

whereas most model 
railway layouts are 

viewed side on. Also it 

was possible to include a 
running line running 

towards you which 

disappears from view. 
The layout was so 

constructed as not to be tied to any particular region or time 

period thus allowing a varied selection of locomotives to be 
operated. 

The story now jumps to the layout‟s public debut at the Burton 

Exhibition. I unfortunately had inadvertently double booked 
myself some months earlier, returning from holiday in the Isle of 

Man on the same day. Ian and Pete took the layout up to the 

exhibition in the morning while I, having landed at Luton, hot 
footed it up to Burton by 3pm. Upon entering the exhibition hall, 

people told me it was excellent. I had last seen the layout when 

Ian had collected it from me to do the final work on the scenery 
and they had done an excellent job. The scenery and the layout 

looked good and we even won the competition! 

What have we learned? 
 always allow lots of time and don‟t take it down to the 

wire. The next competition isn‟t until 2005, so lots of time 

then. 
 try to think the rules through e.g. it didn‟t say that the 

whole platform had to be visible or a standard baseboard 

shape or viewing angle had to be used. 
 try to build a layout that will be portable and of some use 

i.e. interesting to operate. That way you end up with an 

exhibition layout at the end of it. 
 above all enjoy it! 
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Villier Street gave us a glimpse of what we can achieve when 

working as a team. What would a larger layout be like? Will we 
be entering a layout in 2005? You‟ll have to wait and see!  

 

Oh and finally Villier Steet is the name of the road that my local 
pub is in! 

 

 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

 T

h 

A Bally Silly Idea 

Part Two 

Simon Hamlin 

 

Locomotives 

I currently have a 
number of 

locomotives, mostly 

Isle of Man, but also 
some Irish. Firstly, 

there is my original 

GEM Mannin, 
which carries the 

Indian Red livery of 

the '50s and '60s, as 
well as the current 

'corporate' livery. 

This model is in 
virtually original condition, apart from the motor being changed 

from a Tri-Ang one to a more modern Maschima motor with 

Ultrascale gears. My second loco was a Branchlines model of no.1 
Sutherland, which carries the 'Ailsa Green' livery the prototype 
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ran in a few years ago. This model has a far higher standard of 

detail than the old GEM kits, and runs much more smoothly, 

although I've never quite finished painting it and I still need to fit 
a set of Ross 'Pop' safety valves. I also have two further models of 

IoMR steam engines under construction. The first of these is a 

GEM 'G.H. Wood' body on a Branchlines chassis. This will 
probably end up as no.5 Mona in Indian Red. The other is a 

Malcolm Mills kit for nos. 1-3 in original condition, with small 

tanks and boiler. This is most likely to become no.2 Derby. I also 
have a completely scratch-built model of no.17 Viking, the diesel 

acquired by the IoMR in the early '90s for P.W. duties.  

 
Rather useful at exhibitions, is a model of Manx Electric Railway 

saloon tramcar no.22. This is an Alphagraphix card kit, mounted 

on simple scratch-built bogies. To motorise it, I fitted a GEM 
whitemetal IoMR goods van with a motor driving to one axle. The 

idea is to represent an MER tramcar running on the steam 

railway with a generator van, although admittedly this was 
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actually done with a 'toast-rack' car rather than a saloon. This 

will soon be joined by the ex-County Donegal railcars 19 & 20, 

which I am in the process of building from the excellent Worsley 
Works etched brass kits. 

 

On the Irish side of things, I have a model of CDR diesel tractor 
no.11 Phoenix, built from an Alphagraphix kit mounted on a 

Halling motor bogie. Also under construction is a West Clare 

Railway diesel locomotive, from a Worsley Works kit. The 
problem with this model is producing suitable power bogies. I'm 

attempting to use Roxey Mouldings plate frame coach bogies, 

with Meridian Models outside cranks, which should hopefully 
work. 

 

Rolling Stock 
Coaches tend to run in rakes of a maximum of three coaches. The 

passing loop and traverser will take four, but it‟s a bit tight. The 

first rake is three GEM Whitemetal IoMR bogie coaches in red 
and cream livery. A second rake is formed of a Branchlines 'half 

brake' and the two ex-Manx Northern Railway bogie coaches F37 

and F38 made from Worsley Works kits. All are etched brass kits 
and again in red and cream. A third rake made up of 'pairs' 

coaches (formed from the bodies of 4-wheel coaches paired on 

bogie underframes) is under construction from the three kits by 
Worsley Works. There are also a few slightly anomalous vehicles. 

The first of these is one of the two 'Empress' full brake vans from 

a Roxey Mouldings kit. Then, there are three Manx Northern 
Railway 'Cleminson' coaches, again by Roxey Mouldings. I have 

modified their running gear so that they will now go round the 

curves on Ballysylly, and run very smoothly. I also have a GEM 
4-wheel coach, which doesn't really go with anything. In addition, 

I have built a pair of Tralee and Dingle coaches from Branchlines 

kits, which I intend to run with the West Clare Diesel. I have 
painted one in CIE green, with 'flying snail' logo, and the other in 

Great Southern Railways maroon.  
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The most interesting wagons in my fleet are a rake of IMR 

permanent way bogie vehicles that I scratch-built to run with 

Viking. These are a double 'M' wagon, a ballast hopper, and a 
bogie flat wagon. I also have a model of the bogie well wagon used 

for the container traffic during the late 1960s. I've also scratch-

built some other unusual IoMR wagons, including an oil tanker, a 
fish wagon, Crane no.1, and the 4 wheel well wagon. Couplings 

are scale chopper-type, from Meridian Models. These are a bit of 

a fiddle to couple up, which is why we tend to use fixed formation 
trains at exhibitions. The traverser provides space for a 

maximum of four rakes plus one railcar/tramcar set. 

 
Operation 

 

Power is supplied by a twin-circuit controller. The circuit is 
divided up into four separate isolated sections, which can each be 

controlled from either controller, thereby allowing two trains to 

be run simultaneously but independently. It is even possible to do 
non-stop passing; highly non-prototypical, but great fun if you 

time it right on switching the points and isolators, although it 

helps if one of the trains is a short one such as a railcar! 
Normally two trains are despatched from the traverser returning 

to the other's road, thereby swapping places in the stack. The 

traverser is then advanced and another pair swap places. Hence 
the next time each train runs it will be with another partner. Two 

single-ended roads are also provided on the traverser for the 

railcars or the tramcar to operate from, these being easier to 
operate in either direction, and they provide further 

opportunities to vary the pattern. The intention is to have 

something moving for as much time as possible to provide 
maximum entertainment value at exhibitions, even though this 

means that Ballysylly receives a level of service that would make 

the eyes water of any harassed Network Rail passengers! 
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