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Cover Story 
 

Working parties on the first Saturday in February and March 
have become a regular feature of IDSME‟s calendar in recent 

years and 2004 was no exception. During the March Working 

Party Vice Chairman Peter Cathcart and Mark Hamlin are 
pictured stripping the old paint work off one of two cast iron lamp 

posts that IDSME has acquired for installation at the front of the 

site.  
 

Precise plans for their installation have not yet been fixed but the 

current thinking is that one will go by the turntable, replacing 
the existing lamp there which has not worked since the original 

booking office was demolished more than ten years ago, while the 

other will go next to the level crossing outside the club house. 
There are also proposals that they should be gas lit, but once 

again nothing definite has been decided. 

 
Much other work was 

also carried including 

track maintenance 
(pictured left), 

progress on the 

redecoration of the 
club house and 

general site tidying 

ready for the new 
running season. Later 

in this issue both the 

chairman and the 
secretary give more 

details of the work 

that has been done 
and will be done over               

the next few months. 
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Ashpan Notebook 
 
More Exhibitions 

 
On pages 17-20 you will find a report on the Sandown and 

Wembley Model Engineering Exhibitions which IDSME attended. 

That, however, is not the limit of IDSME‟s exhibition season. 
IDSME‟s own Exhibition Day will take place on Saturday 5th 

June, the June Running Day. As usual it will consist of a display 

of models and work in progress in the clubhouse. It is being 
organised by Mark Hamlin and if you have anything that you 

wish to put on display, or feel you could help with the stewarding 

of the exhibition, please let him know as soon as possible. 
 

In the slightly more distant future is the Model Railway 

Exhibition, being organised by the Model Railway Group. Held on 
Saturday 30th October, it will be held in the Scout Halls in 

Community Close, which are the ones that back on to our site. 

Preparations are well in hand but I‟m sure the Model Railway 
Group will be making an appeal for assistance in the form of 

stewards nearer the time. 

 
Subscriptions 

 
Membership Subscriptions fell due once more on the 1st April. If 
you haven‟t already renewed your membership, please see Martin 

Humphrey, the Treasurer as soon as possible. The subscription 

rates are £21 full, £12 unwaged/pensioner and £5 junior.   
 
Summer Programme 

 
On the rear cover is a list of the principle events of IDSME‟s 

summer. Highlights include our normal public running days, 

several member‟s and family running days and also several 
portable track runs. Ian Mortimer has produced a comprehensive 
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list of summer events of interest to model engineers and copies 

are generally available from the notice board in the clubhouse. 

Of particular note is the family running day on July 24th.  Not 
only is this the occasion when the Jack & Jill Play Group, that 

meets in the adjacent Scout Halls, visits us in the morning, but 

the Mortimers and Matthew Byatt are also planning to hold one 
of their popular barbecues in the afternoon. 

 
Winter Programme 

 

It might seem odd to mention the winter programme so soon after 

the end of the old one, but Peter Cathcart, who has yet again 

failed to un-volunteer himself, is already considering plans for 

next winter. He would be delighted to hear from you if you have 

any comments regarding the Winter Programme, whether it be 

about last winter‟s programme or things you think could be 

changed to make an improvement in the future. He would be even 

more delighted to hear from you if you have any specific 

suggestions for an evening‟s talk, whether you are volunteering 

yourself, or just have a contact who might be able to give an 

interesting talk. It need not be about Model Engineering; mention 

is still made at IDSME of the occasion, twenty years or more ago, 

when a guest speaker brought the wrong set of slides and ended 

up giving a fascinating talk on Bee Keeping. 
 
Ashpan 66 
 

The intention is to publish Ashpan 66 with the AGM notices in 

late August. Therefore any contributions should be with the 
editor by the August running day.  

 

Once again those of you who have access to email can now submit 

your articles by this method to   Ashpan.Editor@btopenworld.com 
 

 

mailto:AshpanEditor@btopenworld.com
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

Well it‟s that time of year when we can both look back over the 

winter programme and all the other indoor activities, while at the 

same time look forward to the things we get up to when the 

weather is better and the evenings lighter.   

 

The winter programme has been a success once again, with much 

to interest everyone I hope.  We've had external speakers, talks 

by members and workshop practice sessions to enjoy.  And that is 

in addition to those special events such as slide shows, quizzes 

and the like.  A success all round I think so thanks to all who 

contributed.  The winter has also seen much progress both inside 

and out on the site.  Preparation for replacement of the clubhouse 

lighting moves along, as do the indoor ablutions facilities.   

 

Meanwhile we now have a fully operational forge for use by 

members, much work has been done on track maintenance, 

'gardening', and general titivating around the site.  The club also 

attended the two Model Engineering exhibitions in the London 

area, while individual members have visited sites around the 

country pursuing their interests wherever they may find them.   

 

So now with the summer season upon us, and the first public run 

of the year completed without major mishap, the activities will 

change with the more informal Friday evenings, and the chance 

to get out and about more.  There remain a lot of jobs that need 

doing around the site both to keep it in reasonable condition, and 

to make improvements to the facilities.  We'll be looking at how 

this can be done, whilst at the same time not preventing those 

who welcome the opportunity for a chat amongst friends to do just 

that.  And of course, there will the workshop available for those 

wishing to have a bash at something or other, even large 

locomotive wheels! 



 

May 2004 5 

I would also like to welcome Don Rutherford and Hazel Pennack 

as members of the society and hope they both enjoy their time 

down with the rest of us.   

  

So to one and all, have a good summer! 

 

John Browning 
 
 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
 

Secretary’s Notes 
 
Our new membership year starts on 1st April so please remember 

to pay your subscription to Martin Humphrey, the Treasurer.  

Rates for the year are £21 full, £12 pensioner or unwaged and £5 
junior (under 18 and still full time at school).   

 

At the AGM and at subsequent club nights and committee 
meetings there has been much discussion of how we improve the 

site facilities.  We‟ve identified a number of building and 

decorating jobs and it‟s good to report that members have 
volunteered to lead on these. Amongst the tasks underway are: 

 

 Tidying and improvement of the clubhouse locker room, led 
by Geoff Parry 

 Installation of new clubroom lighting and redecoration of 

clubroom ceiling led by Martin Humphrey and Matthew 
Byatt, with assistance from Peter Pardington on the 

lighting design.  The design sought will be adaptable from 

levels suitable for the detailed work done by the model 
railway group to levels for general meetings and slide 

lectures. 

 Redesign of the kitchen, looking at moving the sink to the 
door end to release up the full width of the serving hatch.  
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Again Martin Humphrey in the lead but with assistance 

from Ian Mortimer. 

 Completion of the steaming bay side walls and windows, as 
voted for at the AGM, and being led by Peter Reynolds.   

 Covering the store area along the back of the workshop and 

building a forge hearth beside the workshop.  Putting the 
water supply from the workshop to the khazi in the woods 

in a trench.  Led by the A Team. 

 Ballasting of the track beds in front of the engine shed now 
the ballast retention wall has been completed.  Led by 

Geoff Parry. 

 Paving the area in front of the booking office and by the 
entrance gate, and finishing off work around the booking 

office.  Led by the Backwards Towards Tomorrow Team of 

Peter Pardington, Malcolm Parsons and David Sexton. 
 

We are spending quite a lot of our money this year on improving 

the site.  To make sure we are co-ordinated the Committee have 
decided that all expenditure over £50 needs prior approval of the 

Committee.  You don‟t have to wait for a committee meeting to 

happen; we can usually get a quorum of the committee on a 
Friday night or a running day to make a decision. 

 

Finally, a gentle reminder about safety and housekeeping.  It is 
important that when work is done the place is left in a safe, tidy 

and clean condition.  The next member down may not be aware 

that you have just dug a six-foot deep trench across the path for a 
telephone cable, and what is obvious in the daylight may not be so 

in the dark.  This is especially so for slip and trip hazards.  And 

whilst the clubhouse is there to be used, should you walk in with 
mud-encrusted boots and oily fingers to make a cup of tea, please 

clean up properly afterwards.  Better perhaps, to take those 

muddy boots off outside if you can and wash hands before using 
the kitchen.   

 

David Sexton 
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Just the ticket 
by Alan Wheeler 

  Part 1 
 

It started with a platform ticket, it ended with printing them 
myself.  Following my move from the IDSME area to 

Gloucestershire, I became involved with the Swindon G.W.R. 

museum “Steam” (a horrible name everyone agrees). The 
„Tuesday Gang‟, as we are known, work on the full-size locos and 

other exhibits, I also look after ALL the models in the museum.  

Amongst the various station platform items stands a GWR 
platform ticket machine.  This issues tickets on receipt of 10p in 

the slot.  I modified the machine some years ago.  Before the 

museum moved to its present site they had about 3000 tickets.   
 

Another group that I am involved with, the Fawley Museum near 

Henley, acquired two Edmundson Ticket Machines (ETM) in the 
early 90‟s.  We had printed, operating the machine by hand, 

several hundred tickets for our own platform ticket machine. 

Since then the machines have both stood idle. I spoke with Sir 
William McAlpine, the owner of Fawley,  who is also a patron of 

the Friends of Swindon Museum, which resulted in Swindon 

being given one of the two Edmundsons.  This we collected in the 
summer of 2003.  

  

ETM‟s were to be found at all major stations in the UK, printing 
tickets for all stations served by the area. Our machine was made 

around 1944, but one old employee we spoke too, used to print 

tickets in the 40‟s & 50‟s at Paddington on a 1910 machine very 
similar to ours. 

 

Another member of the Tuesday gang, Mike, is a former printer, 
working in the 1950‟s on setting-up, amongst other magazines, 

the Model Engineer and the Railway Magazine.  Mike‟s 

knowledge on type, inks and papers is invaluable. 
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The West 

Somerset 
Railway have a 

working ETM 

and it was 
arranged that 

Mike and I visit 

Dunster Station 
where they print 

between 1 and 2 

million tickets a 
year; 125,000 for 

use on the WSR, 

the remainder 
for most of the 

other preserved 

lines in the U.K. 
plus Network 

Rail for special 

events.   
On entering the 

small room we 

found four people 
running the unit.  

Mike had 

remarked before 
seeing it, only 

hearing it, that it 

sounded faster 
than normal 

printing 

machines. He 
was right - it 

prints 12,000 

tickets  
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individually in an hour, 200 a minute.  Blank ticket sized card is 

placed in the right-hand hopper, travels across the bottom, where 

the printing takes place on the underside and can include 
numbering, it is then fed to the bottom of the left-hand hopper.  

Such is the rate, two people are employed filling and removing 

tickets from the hoppers, a third person watches for jamming 
anywhere in the system.  

 

The photo gives an idea of the layout.  We soon spotted one piece 
that was missing on our unit. Subsequently I raided the second 

machine at Fawley for the part.  This second unit will become our 

source of spares.  We know we shall need new ink rollers and 
have found a local source for replacements.  The card is another 

matter. A neighbour who works in the paper trade has identified 

a suitable card, however the main problem is cutting to size.  
Ticket blanks are 2.25”x 1.187” x 0.032” - good traditional size.  

The tolerance on size is quite close as one ticket pushes the next 

along. The WSR get theirs cut to size in a minimum order of 
200,000 from Holland.  Mike is aware of problems in cutting card 

to exact size in industry so we are looking at various possible 

ways to meet our needs in quantities of around 1000 to 5000 at a 
time.   

 

A local printing firm in Cirencester uses printing techniques more 
in line with the ETM and we are talking with them concerning 

supply of inks and possible type for setting up. 

 
In January 2004 we started stripping down ready for extensive 

cleaning and mechanical checks. We expect this to take 4-6 

months.  We shall then make our first printing attempts.  
Initially platform tickets are needed in the museum. Fawley also 

needs some more.  If successful we shall offer the service to 

Societies like IDSME. 
 

To be continued......  
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Gallery 
 

Scenes from the April 

Running Day 

 
 
 

In the Booking Office, Mel 

Fuller looks out for the 

next customer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael 

Proudfoot 
passes on the 

Old Main 

Line with a 
passenger 

train. 
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In The Steaming 

Bays, Jeff Coleman 

has an audience as 
he raises steam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

With a 

 frown of 
concentration 

Matthew 

Byatt leaves 
the Old Main 

Line with 

another 
passenger 

train and 

commences 
the climb to 

the long 

tunnel 
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A Bally Silly Idea 

Simon Hamlin 

 

Ballysylly is an Isle of Man-based 00n3 layout that I commenced 
building in 2001, when I was just 16. The origin of the name is 

Ballasalla, one of the stations on the Isle of Man Steam Railway, 

with most of the 'a's replaced with 'y's.  
 

The idea for the layout started when I acquired a 1960s GEM 

IoMR coach kit at a swap meet. I initially attempted to convert 
this to 009, but it turned out to be too large for my existing 

layout. I then decided to mount it on Tri-Ang TT gauge bogies as 

a display model. However, the temptation to build a layout to 
actually run it on got the better of me, so when I saw a GEM kit 

for IoMR no.16 Mannin in the 009 Society second-hand sales, I 

took the opportunity to buy a suitable locomotive. 
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The idea of the layout was to get as much into the space as 

possible, whilst also making it possible to keep trains moving in 

exhibition service. The track diagram is a basic oval, with a 
passing loop and siding in the station, and a traverser-type fiddle 

yard at the back, hidden behind some hills in the centre of the 

layout. A 'forest' is used at the top of the hills to disguise the 
horizon rather than using a sky back scene through which the 

trains would have to somehow pass. The station building is 

scratch built from plasticard and is based on Port Erin line 
practice, which includes the original Ballasalla structure. At the 

'Ramsey' end of the station there is a viaduct across a valley. 

 
Visual breaks 

between the 

scenery and 
the fiddle yard 

are provided 

by two over-
bridges, one of 

which is a 

stone-built 
type based on 

the Santon 

road bridge.  
 

The size of the layout is what we call 'Zafira-max' dimensions (1m 
x 1.7m), meaning the maximum size that can be fitted into the 

back of Dad's Vauxhall Zafira. My Father assisted with the 

design and construction of the baseboards, which are basically a 
wooden frame with a plywood skin. The layout is designed to split 

in two along its length, in order to make it easier to transport. 

However, the structure of the two boards is complicated by the 
presence of two 'holes': the viaduct on the front board, and the 

fiddle yard on the rear. The viaduct was solved by creating a u-

shaped frame to act as the valley, then using the structure of the 
viaduct to maintain the rigidity of the layout. This involved 

starting with a beam positioned where the track would go, which 
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was then cut to a 'curve', formed by three straight sections. The 

vertical columns of the viaduct were then formed of a pair of 

wooden posts screwed to both the deck beam and the u-shaped 
frame at the bottom, and then clad in plasticard stone sheet.  

 

 
The fiddle yard was a more complex problem. The idea was to 

build a traverser, so that trains could be set up, then dispatched 

quickly by moving the trains to the running line, rather than 
needing to set a route for them to run along. This was mounted on 

metal drawer runners, with ball bearings. The structure was 

quite easy to solve, as it just required a beam beneath the 
traverser to prevent the whole board from sagging. A more 

difficult problem to solve was supplying power to the traverser 

roads. This was done by arranging a piece of copper-clad circuit 
board along the side edges of the traverser, segmented into 

sections to supply each road, and fed using two phosphor-bronze 

brushes connected to the running lines. The tracks are offset so as 
to enable us to run two trains out simultaneously, but with the 

outside road arranged as a through line. Correct alignment of the 

traverser is achieved by the use of spring-loaded rollers pressing 
onto its under side and engaging with slots formed between strips 
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of plasticard at the appropriate positions. This means that the 

traverser can be simply pushed or pulled into the correct position 

with the electrical connection being made automatically. If 
desired, the traverser can be isolated using a switch at either end 

to prevent inadvertent movement of stored trains. 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                            
                                                                                          Viaduct  

                                                                                       based on 

                                                                                   Glen Wyllin 
 

 

 
The station layout is a simple passing loop and siding, similar to 

St. Germains on the closed line to Ramsey, although it is far 

shorter than it should be. The viaduct is based on that at Glen 
Wyllin, although we had to build the model on a curve and it isn't 

as long or tall as the correct scale. However, we managed to keep 

the length roughly in proportion with the height, so I think it 
looks OK. The girders come from the Will's Scenics girder bridge, 

sprayed with Red Oxide primer.  

 

To Be Continued… 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

The re-print of Peter Pardington’s article on Speedy in the last 
issue prompted this note from Mel Fuller 

 

Dear Editor, 
 

As Peter infers, 

maintaining Speedy was a 
never ending problem. The 

photograph showing Speedy 

arriving at St Giles is not 
being driven by my Asian 

twin but is proof of another 

problem. The lubricator, 
even at its lowest 

adjustment, thoroughly 

coated the driver with hot 
steam oil. Not so bad in the 

cooler months but it stung 

the eyes something terrible 
in the summer, when mixed 

with sweat! (Safety gloves 

& glasses had not been 
'invented' and any attempt 

to wear protection was 

frowned upon............)  
 

Mel Fuller 

  
PS. Is the answer to the Signal-box problem Colonel Mustard in 

the lounge with the revolver at 11.15?  
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Sandown & Wembley 
 

IDSME once again had a stand at both the Model Engineer 
Exhibition at Sandown Park at the end of December and at The 

London Model Engineering Exhibition at Wembley in late 

January. 

 

The IDSME stand at Sandown Park was located at the opposite 
end of the Main Hall to the Entrance and was hidden behind a 

staircase and escalator to the upper level. The stand occupied an 

L shape with the main side (pictured above) containing a varied 
display of models. The short side (pictured overleaf) featured a 

modelling demonstration table, which has made a welcome return 

to the IDSME stand after an absence of several years. Manned by 
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members of the Model Railway Group it once again proved 

popular with visitors. 

 
 

 

Martin Humphrey’s 
3½” Mogul which 

caused much 

favourable comment 
amongst visitors to 

both shows, 

particularly with 
regard to the method 

of retaining the boiler 

lagging 
 

 
The demonstration table at Sandown Park 
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The IDSME stand at Wembley, by contrast, was just by the Main 
Entrance.  On this occasion IDSME did not have a modelling 

demonstration as we were, this year, once again taking part in 

the model engineering demonstration stand in conjunction with 
two other local model engineering societies. The demonstration 

stand, together with the three society stands, formed one 

complete block and were virtually the first stands any visitor 
would come to. 

 

Both IDSME stands were a great advert for the society and credit 
must go to all those who contributed in some way, whether it be 

models for display, stewarding, helping with setting up or 

breaking down the display or transporting Models and display 
stands to and from the exhibitions. Particular credit must go, as 

always, to Malcolm Parsons who was once again in charge of 

organising IDSME‟s attendance at these exhibitions.  
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Vic Barton 

answers a 

couple of 
visitors’ 

questions. 
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Sprung a Leak? 
 

by Vic Barton 
 

I am sure that many of our long standing members miss the 

snippets from the Police Gazette with which our then chairman 
Mel would close our meetings. 

  

Having recently taken out a subscription to The Institution of Gas 
Engineers publication "Historic Gas Times", I have been reading 

through some of the early back issues.  The following item, 

extracted from Newbigging's Handbook 1872, caught my eye 
and may be of interest to any member who is suffering from 

leakage of water from 

their loco tanks;- 
  

"Leakages of water 

from tanks may be 
greatly reduced by 

emptying a bushel or 

two of horse-dung into 
the water contiguous* 

to the escape. 

  If the tank is of iron 
a handful of fine iron 

filings sprinkled 

lightly over the dung 
will be found of 

advantage."   

  
*Contiguous = 

Adjacent to, Touching, 

Alongside. 
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Help! The District 
Inspector is  

Still Confused. 
 

By ‘The Bobby’ 
 
Here are the answers to the problem faced by the District 

Inspector in the last issue of Ashpan.  

 

 

Actually, after being given the answers, the District Inspector 
was still confused and had to have it explained to him as to how 

the answers were arrived at.  The Editor suggested it might be an 

idea to include the explanation here, but I said that I believed 
that he under-estimated the intelligence of his readership. He 

pointed out that a few of them are members of IDSME and so the 

explanation is reproduced below. 
 

Signalman Box Incident Time 

Vic 

Barton 

St Giles East No Tail Lamp 

[9] 

10.00 

Mel 
Fuller 

Coal Bunker 
Junction 

Hot Axle Box 
[7] 

08.30 

Peter 

Pardington 

Khazi Junction Divided Train 

[5-5] 

07.15 

Peter 
Reynolds 

Marsh Junction Runaway Train 
 [4-5-5] 

06.00 

David 

Sexton 

Foxhole Cutting Obstruction Danger 

[6] 

09.45 

Derek 
Smith 

Tunnel Junction Shunt Ahead 
[3-3-2] 

11.15 
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Peter Reynolds incident was a runaway train [4-5-5] (Clue 1). 

Peter could not have been in Tunnel Junction Signalbox or 

Foxhole Cutting Signalbox (Clue 1), nor could he have been in 
Khazi Junction Signalbox (Clue 4). He could not have been in 

Coal Bunker Junction Signalbox, as the incident there (Clue 3) 

was not a runaway train. He must therefore have been in either 
St Giles East Signalbox or Marsh Junction Signalbox. His 

incident was not timed at 07.15 or 11.15 (Clue 1) nor was it at 

10.00 (Clue 2) or 09.45 (Clue 5). This leaves only 06.00 and 08.30. 
Therefore Peter could not have been in St Giles East Signalbox 

and must therefore have been in Marsh Junction Signalbox (Clue 

6). The incident at Marsh Junction could not have taken place at 
08.30 (Clue 4; there are no boxes on the up side of Marsh 

Junction). Hence Peter‟s incident must have been at 06.00. 

 
David Sexton could not have been in St Giles East Signalbox 

(Clue 6), Khazi Junction Signalbox (Clue 4), Marsh Junction 

Signalbox (Peter Reynolds‟ box) or Tunnel Junction Signalbox 
(Clue 5; Peter Reynolds, who comes alphabetically before David, 

did not deal with the barrow on the line). In fact David must have 

been the signalman who dealt with the barrow [Obstruction 
Danger] as it could not be Vic (Clue 2 & 5; Vic‟s incident was at 

10.00), Mel (Clue 5; Peter Pardington, who comes alphabetically 

immediately after Mel, is known not to have been in Tunnel 
Junction Signalbox), Peter Pardington, (Clue 5; Peter Reynolds is 

known not to have been at Tunnel Junction), Peter Reynolds 

(Clue 1) or Derek (Clue 5; there is no signalman alphabetically 
after Smith). Consequently David must have dealt with the 

incident at 09.45 (Clue 5). Since we know that David dealt with 

the obstruction on the line he could not have been in Coal Bunker 
Junction as a different incident took place there (Clue 3). This 

means he must have been in Foxhole Cutting Signalbox. 

 
Also as David was the one to deal with the barrow, Derek must 

have been at Tunnel Junction (Clue 5). The shunt ahead move  

[3-3-2] must have taken place at this box as it did not happen at  



 

                                                                              Ashpan Number 65 24 

Coal Bunker Junction (Clue 3), St Giles East or Khazi Junction 

(Clue 4) or at either Marsh Junction or Foxhole Cutting (see 

above). Derek could not have made the shunt at 06.00 (the time of 
Peter Reynolds incident at Marsh Junction), 07.15 (Clue 7), 08.30 

(Clue 4), 09.45 (the time of David‟s incident) or 10.00 (the time of 

Vic‟s incident; Clue 2). Therefore it must have taken place at 
11.15. 

 

With the shunt move being made at Tunnel Junction, the hot axle 
box at Coal Bunker Junction (Clue 3) must have happened at 

08.30 (Clue 4). Consequently with Peter Pardington at Khazi 

Junction (Clue 4) and Vic‟s incident being at 10.00 the signalman 
at Coal Bunker Junction must have been Mel Fuller. 

 

Vic must have been at St Giles East as Peter Pardington was at 
Khazi Junction (Clue 4) and all the other boxes have already had 

their signalmen 

identified. His incident 
was at 10.00 (Clue 2) and 

must have been train 

passed without a tail 
lamp as the only other 

remaining possibility 

(train divided) did not 
occur at St Giles East 

(Clue 6) 

 
Peter Pardington was at 

Khazi Junction (clue 4). 

His incident must have 
taken place at 07.15 (the 

only time not yet 

accounted for) and must 
have been the divided 

train (again the only 

incident unaccounted for). 
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Scientific Snippets 
 

The paomnnehil pweor of the hmuan mind 
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn't 

mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny 

iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be at the rghit 
pclae. The rset can be a total mses and you can sitll raed it 

wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not 

raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azamnig 
huh?  

 

Practical Engineering 
When Gladstone met Michael Faraday, he asked him whether 

his work on electricity would be of any use. "Yes sir," 

remarked Faraday with prescience, "One day you will tax it." 
 

Smart boy 
As the joint meeting of the Royal Society and the Royal 

Astronomical Society was dispersing (this was 6 November 

1919, when the results of the eclipse expedition that confirmed 
Einstein's prediction of the bending of light by gravity were 

announced), Ludwig Silberstein came up to him and said, 

"Professor Eddington, you must be one of three persons in the 
world who understands general relativity." On Eddington's 

demurring to this statement, Silberstein responded, "Don't be 

modest, Eddington," but Eddington replied, "On the contrary, 
I am trying to think who the third person is." 

 

Wily Wren 

One day, building inspectors declared that the ceiling of 

Christopher Wren's Windsor Town Hall was supported by an 

inadequate number of pillars. Wren's solution? The architect 

obligingly installed four additional pillars - none of which in 

fact touched the ceiling. [The inspectors were fooled by the 

false pillars, which can be seen to this day.]  
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Summer Programme 

 

May 2004 
 

Saturday 1st:  Public Running Day. 
Monday 3rd: Portable Track Run, St Lawrence’s, 

Eastcote. 

Saturday 22nd: Members Running Day. 
 

June 2004 

 
Saturday 5th: Public Running & Exhibition Day. 

Saturday 19th: Portable Track Run, Swakeleys House.

   
 

July 2004 

 
Saturday 3rd: Public Running Day. 

Saturday 24th: Member’s Running Day. 

 
August 2004 

 

Saturday 7th: Public Running Day. 
 

September 2004 
 
Saturday 4th:  Public Running Day. 

Saturday 11th: Member’s Running Day. 

Friday 24th:  Annual General Meeting. 
 

October 2004 
 
Saturday 2nd: Public Running Day. 

Saturday 30th: IDSME Model Railway Exhibition.


